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[bookmark: _Hlk148552563]During the medieval period (1096-1291), The Crusades were a series of eight violent and destructive expeditions conducted by European Christians against Spanish, North African and Middle Eastern Muslims. All of these campaigns were designed to “liberate” the Holy land and Jerusalem from Muslim occupation. Each individual Crusade resulted in hundreds of thousands of deaths on both sides.
In spite of this destruction, tales regarding Richard the Lionheart, or the exploits of Saladin during these campaigns, have fired literary imaginations for generations. The general public have been enthralled by cinematographers, with romanticised epics such as Robin Hood Prince of Thieves (1991) and Kingdom of Heaven (2005). Likewise, for generations Historians have viewed the Crusades as religion and faith led, however modern scholars are now far more pragmatic and have begun to recognise that dreams of wealth, land and property were also motivations for a large percentage of the crusaders. The contested areas were highly sensitive to numerous religions and still influence the geopolitics of the middle east, even today.
The World of the Crusades, (2019), is a book written by the established author, lecturer, and historian Professor Christopher Tyerman. Over the course of his distinguished career, Tyerman has specialised in the disciplines involving Medieval, Crusader and European Christian periods. Unlike other historians who focus and specialise on specific crusades, Tyerman analyses the aspects of all the crusades, including their key figures. 
Comprising of 13 chapters, with an additional Introduction and postscript, this book primarily details the chronology of the Crusades, while also providing clear, concise, and detailed analysis of figures, events, and context crucial throughout this 200-year period. It is evident that Tyerman’s understanding, analysis and presentation of this subject have combined with great effect in his book. 
The World of the Crusades, is easily comparable to other publications dealing with chronological analysis of the crusader period. These include books such as Thomas F. Madden’s The Concise History of the Crusades, who look not just at the single crusade but the series in sequential order. Giles Constable’s essay, The Historiography of the Crusades, offers four different potential definitions for historians: traditionalist, pluralist, generalist and modern. Tyerman’s work appears to lean more towards Constable’s modern definition with a subtle pluralist intonation present. He acknowledges and discusses potential motivations, other than faith, of the crusaders that took part in the campaigns.    
Within his introduction, Tyerman seeks to put the Crusades into some context. He addresses the Papacy’s role in the formation of the Crusading movement. Tyerman also details uniforms and dress codes utilised by participants. He discusses the social status and impact on the men and their families left behind, aspects that are not really covered within modern teaching of these campaigns. These topics are then followed by his addressing the concept of Christian war, and how he concludes that the Crusades were not a war of Race but rather that of Faiths. Tyerman also discusses the impact that these wars had on Christianity during this period. 
Tyerman, has structured his book to flow as the events transpired, dividing the chapters into the chronological time periods of the crusades. Each section analyses and recounts the different causes, events, figures, and aftermaths of the campaign under examination. However, Chapter 5 is different from the rest of the book. In this section dealing with the third crusade 1189-1192, Tyerman often compares and contrasts between the different crusades rather than focusing only on the one campaign. His normal narrative style is broken within this particular chapter by interrupting the event driven narrative to highlight the different aspects of crusading. These include how the armies were formed, armed, fed, paid, and led, he even touches upon the sociology of those who participated. This change of style helps provide the reader with a better understanding of the average participant experience in the campaigns. Tyerman’s writing in chapter 5, helps enable a window of relation between reader and subject material, it could have been me? 
As stated previously, romanticised versions of these events heavily feature knights, kings and templars, all male roles. Tyerman, unlike many historians, explores the role of women in the Crusades. This aspect is often overlooked, dismissed, or perceived as unimportant (camp followers or prostitutes). Tyerman examines and acknowledges the expanded roles women played in the Crusade, for example, leaders, fighters, fundraisers, food providers, and healers.  
At 420 pages long, this book is a small volume compared to the vast amount of knowledge and information contained within it. Anyone interested in this subject or time period will understand the complex nature of the Crusades, and find this to be a daunting book. Any author writing about a subject that covers a 200-year timeline is going to produce a work that has a high word count. Just the sheer volume of significant facts, situations, events, and people involved is enormous. Each of these aspects would then need to be researched, analysed, and discussed, the resulting transcript vast.  Tyerman’s choice to separate chapters by period, provides the reader with the choice to either read the entirety of the book to gain a greater understanding of events, or select a specific period they wish to focus on, thus providing a less challenging read. 
The strength of Tyerman’s knowledge and work is evident throughout this book. His writing style and analytical approach is easy to understand and follow. His simple, straightforward, fact based, and event driven accounts are interesting and compelling reads. Historical events throughout this time period are analysed through all sides of the argument, Christian and Muslim. The inclusion of photographs, diagrams, drawings, and maps, combined with periodical divisions utilising subtopics, also aid the reader. Instead of   trying to visualise what is described, recorded examples are provided as a reference point. This easy-to-follow format provides academic and non-academic readers with a greater ability to understand and reference such a vast subject, and if needed quickly flip between periods without becoming lost or overwhelmed.
Throughout The World of the Crusades, Tyerman’s tone is factual, analytical, and impartial. This approach to such a complex subject provides the reader with a well-balanced and well-rounded appreciation of the topic. It is very clear that Crusader history is a complex web of social, political, and religious intrigues, all of which Tyerman explores without condemnation or approval. 
As a complete coverage of the crusader period, this book appears to be a very good example of a comprehensive text. It provides a well-rounded, fact-based analysis of events, time lines and the peoples involved. It is a very good read for anyone interested in the true story of the Crusades.
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