Archival Exercise

A) Peasants’ Revolt 1381

My aim in this exercise is to highlight unpublished documentary evidence relating to various aspects of the Revolt, suggest why the particular documents chosen are of significance, and indicate other possible areas of extended study not mentioned.
1.  London

  The London Archives

     E ( Records of the Exchequer )

        E/179  ( Records of the King’s Remembrancer )

           E 179/155/39 ( County: Northamptonshire, Northampton Town )

This document draws attention to the granting of a Third poll Tax at the Northampton Parliament in December 1380.  The government’s finances had been little ameliorated by the imposition of previous taxes, owing in part to corruption.  Northampton was chosen in place of London where previous imposition of taxes had proved deeply unpopular.  The exceptionally high rate of a shilling per person was to prove fateful.
 2.   Borough Bedford Archives BOR B/AI/6

                                  BOR  Borough of Bedford Archives
                                     BOR  B/A  ( Charters )

                                        BOR  B/A1  ( Charters, letters patent)

                                           BOR  B/A1/6  ( Copy letters patent of Richard II)

      Held at the Bedfordshire Archives and Record Service this is a copy of letters patent of Richard II withdrawing all grants he had made to the rebels during the Revolt, and of his commanding the Sheriff and other officers to proclaim the same. Richard II had previously granted charters of freedom to the rebels in their meeting with them following the death of Wat Tyler.

 3.   London 
         The National Archives

            KB  ( Records of the Court of King’s Bench )

               KB  9 ( Court of King’s Bench: Crown side )

                 KB 9/43  ( Enquiry Commission, Kent )  

      Here we have evidence of steps being taken to punish the rebels in the aftermath of the Revolt:  Enquiry Commission, Kent, concerning those who were against the king and his people between Trinity and Corpus Christi (9-13 June 1381) during the Peasants’ Revolt, taken at Maidstone, 4-5 July from West Kent Juries: Indictments file.

 4.   London 
          The National Archives

             SC  ( Special Collections )

                SC 8 (Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

                  SC 8/20 – 951-1000 ( Individual Petitions )

                    SC 8/20/970 ( Petition from the Commons of the Realm )

This document is a petition on behalf of the Commons of the Realm addressed to

King and Council requesting that those leaders who had been beheaded by the King’s minsters during the Revolt should be considered as convicted felons. Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, Robert Phippe et al had unceremoniously been executed primarily on account of treason, but also to prevent their rescue by any followers.
5.    London

       The National Archives

         SC  ( Special Collections )

           SC 8  ( Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

             SC 8/76 – 3751 - 3800 ( Individual Petitions )

               SC 8/76/ 3794  ( Petition by Margery Tany, widow of Thomas Tany )

In acknowledgement of the proclamation made on Corpus Christi during the Revolt, that anyone with an action, title or right to recover any debts or inheritances should come to the king at the Tower of London, Margery Tany and her son appeared with evidence to seek justice for debts owed to her through her husband’s testament. Although Walter Almaly, Dean of the College of Windsor, was ordered to recompense her, the latter had both of them arrested, with her son dying through being beaten. She subsequently, had to fled to sanctuary.  

6.    London 
          The National Archives

            SC  ( Special Collections )
              SC 8  ( Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

                 SC 8/102 – 5051-5100  ( Individual Petitions )

                   SC 8/102/5089  ( Petition from Chancellor and Scholars of Cambridge University )

     Here we have a petition directed to King and Parliament for the restoration of liberties which had been recently denied the Chancellor and Scholars of Cambridge University by the burgesses and commonality of the town. The latter had effected great malice and had damaged the chests and the treasury of the university. They had also burned charters and muniments from the king and his predecessors which had previously granted such liberties. This document highlights the wanton destruction  effected during the Revolt.

 7.   London

           The National Archives

             SC  ( Special Collections )

                SC 8 ( Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

                  SC 8/102 – 5051-5100  ( Individual Petitions )
                    SC 8/102/5088  ( Petition by Commons of England )

 Again, this demonstrates the general upheaval encountered during the Revolt.  The

petition is on behalf of the Commons of England, directed to King and Parliament that all those ousted from their estates should be restored to them.  They had been wrongfully deprived of their liberties, tenements, rents ands services by the ‘evil doers’ and demanded action. 
8.   London

      The National Archives

         SC  ( Special Collections )

           SC 8 ( Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

             SC 8/103 – 5101 – 5150  (  Individual Petitions )

               SC 8/103/5143  ( Petition by Roger de Burton )

The petitioner here, Roger de Burton, asks that certain bonds by Statute Merchant, made in fear of his life, should be cancelled.  He seeks compensation for money paid under great duress, together with an order that he might be able to return safely to his house in the city of York.  

   No one died in the York riots but they were an attempt by the communitas to challenge the oligarchic power of the urban merchant aristocracy to whom Roger de Burton possibly belonged. 

9.   London

     The National Archives

       SC  ( Special Collections )

         SC 8  ( Special Collections, Ancient Petitions )

           SC 8/222  - 11051 – 11100  ( Individual Petitions )

             SC 8/222/11089  (  No petitioner named )

Dated 13 June, 1381, this document forms part of a considerable number of a large collection of documents relating to the Beverley Riots.  The Beverley riots were more violent than those of York and presented a more obvious challenge to traditional civic authority.  The evidence provided in the documents enables one to establish the presence of a genuine class-conflict at the time in Beverley; that between a relatively small merchant oligarchy and a group of craftsmen, comprising the lesser burgesses.

          With respect to further research, one could possibly delve more deeply into the causes of the Revolt and try to unearth documents relating to the disastrous decade of the 1370s which witnessed the collapse of public morale in the face of the worsening situation in France.  
B)  Strata Florida
I aim to select unpublished documentation relating to some key events in the history of the abbey. The involvement of the abbey in the Welsh wars at the time of Edward I and, a century later in the rebellion of Owain Glyndwr will be alluded to. The abbey’s dissolution in 1539 and the immediate aftermath will also be drawn attention to.
   1.  London

       The National Archives

         SC ( Special Collections )

           SC 1/20 ( Content described at item level )

             SC 1/20/189  ( petition by Philip, abbot and the Convent of Strata Florida )

  Here we have a petition on behalf of the abbot and convent of the abbey ( dated 1278 Nov 6 ) to Edward I that their representative should have authority to negotiate concerning unjustified exactions from their house.  The wars of 1277 and 1282-83 brought danger to the monastery whose inhabitants had sided with the Welsh.  By 1284 the Welsh had been thoroughly vanquished. Edward, whose son had been born in Caernarfon on 25 April, 1284, proceeded in a display of reconciliation, on a stately progress through the principality with compensation being provided for various religious establishments in Wales who had suffered spoliation during the wars. Strata Florida was awarded £78 sterling.
2.    London 
        The National Archives

          C  ( Records created, acquired and inherited by Chancery )
             C77  ( Chancery: Welsh Rolls )

     The Welsh Rolls comprise enrolments of letters patent, letters close and charters issued under the Great Seal and other documents relating to Welsh affairs, Welsh rulers and the conquest of Wales by Edward I.  Material is included on the struggle with Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, the rebellion of Rhys ap Meredydd between 1285 and 1291, together with charters pertaining to Strata Florida abbey at this time.

 3.    London

         The National Archives

           SC ( Special Collections )

             SC 8  (  Special Collections; Ancient Petitions )

                SC 8/87 – 4301 – 4350  ( Individual Petitions )

                  SC 8/87/ 4335 ( Petition by Abbot of Strata Florida )

    Here is a petition from the abbot ( dated 1320 ? ) that, although he ought not to perform any suit for lands and tenements in South Wales, the constable of Cardigan is distraining him to perform suit to the county court of Cardigan.    It was not until 1336 that this matter was dealt with when Edward III declared that the abbot and his successors henceforth should not be forced to answer any pleas except before the King’s Justice of South Wales.

 4.     London

          The National Archives

            E ( Records to the Exchequer )

              E 135 ( Exchequer: Miscellaneous documents )

                E 135/1/5 ( Decree in the form of a notarial instrument, Brother Arnald )

This is a decree issued ( date 1312 ) by Brother Arnald, Cardinal Priest of St. Prisca, papal nuncio, concerning attendance of members of the Cistercian order at a general Chapter held at  Citeaux abbey, with recitation concerning arrangements for attendance, and provisions for punishment for non attenders. 

    It was also expected that each abbot should go every year to inspect the abbeys which had sprung from his own house.  The abbots of Strata Florida had perhaps, been negligent in this regard. 

  5.     London

         The National Archives

           SC ( Special Collections )

             SC 8 ( Special Collections; Ancient Petitions )

               SC 8/139 -  6901 – 6950 ( Individual Petitions )

                 SC 8/139/6928  ( Petition by Abbot and Convent of Strata Florida Abbey )

    This is an interesting petition on behalf of the Abbot and Convent of Strata Florida ( 1385 ? )  addressed to King and Council in Parliament.  It concerns a complaint of violence and oppression suffered by Strata Florida abbey, whose abbot had been ousted, at the hands of John ap Rees, abbot of Conway. 
 6.    London

       The National Archives

         SC ( Special Collections )

           SC 8  ( Special Collections; Ancient Petitions )

             SC 8/266 – 10751 – 10800 ( Individual Petitions )

               SC 8/216/ 10789  ( Petitioner not specified )

This forms a request that the Council take the abbey into King Henry IV’s hands, committing the custody of it, and its lands to Thomas de Percy, earl of Worcester and John Belyng, a clerk. This is on account of the frequest aggressions of the Welsh rebels in support of Owain Glyndwr.  Despite this provision for securing the abbey from damage, it was used as a place of arms and as a barracks for 120 men-at-arms and 360 archers, under the command of the future Henry V.
 7.    Gloucestershire Archives

        D 2153 ( Sudeley Manuscripts )

           ( Muniments of Title, Deeds, Montgomeryshire )

             D 2153/72 ( Lease for 99 years )

Richard Talley was the last abbot of Strata Florida.  In 1521 he granted a lease of the Grange of Gelynog in the Parish of Tregynon to Gruffudd ap Howell ap Ieuan Blayney.  The Montgomeryshire property was by all accounts a grant by Meredydd ap Rotpert to the abbey.  In the ‘Miscellanea Historica’ ( Mont. Coll., vol. ii, p. 366 ) the enrolment of this granted is alluded to.
 8.     London
        The National Archives

          SC ( Special Collections )

            SC 6 ( Special Collections; Masters’ and Receivers’ Accounts )
               ( Subseries within SC 6 – Henry VII – Henry VIII )

                 SC 6/HenVIII/ 4869 ( Cardigan: Monastic possessions. Possessions of the dissolved abbey of Strata Florida )

In 1536, Parliament granted to Henry VIII the authority to deal with the possessions of every religious house whose annual income did not exceed £200.  It created a ‘Court of Augmentations’ which was established to deal with all lands coming into the King’s possession. This document details the possessions of Strata Florida among other religious houses.  Although its possessions were less than the stipulated £200, the abbey gained a reprieve through paying 366 13s 4d to the government. In 1539, however the monasteries which had been spared three years earlier were dissolved.
   With respect to further study, one could focus on documentation which illustrates how the history of the abbey compared and contrasted to other Cistercian monasteries.   One could discuss documentation relating to archaeological discoveries, land use and purchase since its dissolution.
