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Analysis of The Cellar Key
In this chapter of Daughters of the House by Michele Roberts, there is perhaps a portrayal of childlike determined courage from Leonie as she disobeys the rule of never venturing into the cellar in an almost rebellious type of manner. Furthermore, there may also be a presentation of being almost trapped by one’s own fear, as well as a strong portrayal of death as she descends further into the cellar.
     This presentation of courage from her seemingly rebellious determination is perhaps portrayed by the repetition of “kept locked” as if to enforce the courageous and determined tone of Leonie. Suggesting that despite this “prohibition,” she may view this act of apparent rebellious act in order to demonstrate her courage. The dark and almost foreboding imagery of the door that “glistened black” may also be used to emphasis the girl’s courage, as this almost foreshadowing of the dangers of the cellar does nothing to deter her from her mission. Furthermore, this is perhaps also enforced by the description of the cellar as “too dark, too dangerous”, which despite this sinister imagery, reinforced by the repetition and emphasis of “too”, may only encourage Leonie’s courageous mission by demonstrating that it is not “too” dark or dangerous for her. However, the juxtaposition of “the cellar was suddenly a friendly place” may demonstrate how fleeting her childlike courage and determination is when confronted by her aunt, as the cellar, which once caused overwhelming fear, now pales in comparison to being scolded for her disobedience, suggesting that her courage is perhaps misguided.
     This apparent courageous act is perhaps further juxtaposed by the girl’s later fear which she is seemingly trapped by. The sibilance of “she stroked as she slid past” creates an almost sinister tone, which may suggest her ebbing courage, giving way to fear or unease, which may also be demonstrated by the rhetorical questions as her resolve gives way to uncertainty. The emphasis of “slid past” may also enforce this by suggesting that her fear and unease has caused her to take more caution, despite being seemingly alone. This fear is developed by the metaphor “she was part of the shadows now” creates a tone of resignation at being trapped by her own fears, a terrified acceptance of her fate. This is emphasised by her emotions at being a part of “the shadows,” as if she has metaphorically lost all that she is and was to the darkness around her, making her feel entrapped by it and unable to escape. The repetition of “black” may reinforce this idea of trapped by her fear, as this may also connote the ideas of shadows, suggesting that she is consumed by her fears, allowing no other emotion, or thought to penetrate. 
     There may also be metaphorical presentation of death in the story, which might be emphasised by the personification of the light as “dangling on its long black cord,” creating imagery of a hanging body, perhaps reflecting the girl’s fear. The personification of the “barrel had split its sides, gaped” and creates a violent imagery of death, as if her mind is conjuring these violent images in response to her fear, or is cause. This overwhelming sense of death may be reinforced by the metaphor “level with the worms” which alludes to imagery of being buried inside a coffin. Which may suggest that the cellar is itself the personification of death, associated with, or haunted by death. The metaphorical death of Leonie “she was dissolving into musty air” might also suggest that she may feel as if she is almost dying from this oppressive darkness that has consumed her, that her very self is fading away to nothingness.
     In conclusion, I have analysed this chapter to be a demonstration of misguided courage which is unable to overcome the fear of being trapped or perhaps death itself as when she if finally inside the cellar. However, both fears seem to pale in comparison when confronted for being caught disobeying her aunt. Suggesting that, to Leonie, being in the cellar and afraid is preferable than the apparent unfairness of adults.

