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[bookmark: _Toc128524387]Introduction
Classical criminology is a school of thought in criminology that emerged in the 18th century and is characterized by a rationalist, utilitarian, and individualistic approach to the study of crime and punishment. 
[bookmark: _Toc128524388]Theories associated with Classical Criminology
The key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology include: The social contract it includes that classical criminology is based on the idea of the social contract, which holds that individuals have natural rights that can only be protected by the rule of law (Clarke, 2017). This means that people give up some of their individual liberties in exchange for protection from the state.
Rational choice theory it includes that classical criminology assumes that people are rational beings who weigh the costs and benefits of their actions before making decisions. According to rational choice theory, criminals choose to commit crimes because they perceive that the benefits of doing so outweigh the costs. According to deterrence classical criminologists believed that punishment could be used to deter crime by making the costs of committing a crime greater than the benefits (Pawson, 2012). They believed that punishment should be swift, certain, and proportionate to the crime committed.
Hedonism refers that classical criminologists believed that human beings are naturally pleasure-seeking and avoid pain. They believed that criminals commit crimes because they believe that the benefits of the crime will outweigh the pain or punishment that they might face (Siegel, 2015). According to free will classical criminology assumes that individuals have free will and are responsible for their actions. Criminal behavior is seen as a choice made by the individual, rather than the result of social or psychological factors beyond their control. The justice system indicates that classical criminologists believed that the justice system should be fair and impartial, and that punishment should be based on the severity of the crime, rather than the status of the offender (Clarke, 2017). They also believed in the principle of proportionality, which holds that the severity of punishment should be proportionate to the severity of the crime.
[bookmark: _Toc128524389]Crime and Criminality
There are different types of ways in which studying crime and criminality can help us understand this situation. There are a few ways: Identifying patterns and trends it indicates that by analysing crime record, researchers can find ideas and trends in criminal behavior. For example, they may find important areas or statistics that are more prone to certain types of crimes. This record can help law enforcement authority and legislators develop more targeted method for crime prevention.
Examining Causes it refers the understanding the underlying causes of criminal behaviour are necessary in order to develop effective interventions. For example, researchers may study the impact of poverty, social inequality, or mental illness on criminal behavior (Tonry, 2010). This idea can help legislator and policy makers refer the root causes of crime and implement preventive measures.
Assessing the effectiveness of interventions, this concept also helps us to understand the difference between crime and criminality. Studying based on crime and criminality; researchers can examine the effectiveness of different types of interventions. For example, they may examine the impact of community policing programs or diversion programs for juvenile offenders. This record can help policymakers make informed decisions about allocating resources to prevent crime. The developing theories based on crime and criminality can also help researchers understand theories about human behavior. Researchers may focus on sociological or psychological factors to understand how the individual commits the crimes. Usually, this concept can help to better understand human behaviour in general (Lanier, 2010).
Evaluating criminal justice policies this policy includes that by studying crime data and analysing criminal justice policies, researchers can evaluate the effectiveness of current policies and make recommendations for improvements. For example, they may study the impact of mandatory minimum sentences or the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs for offenders.
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Evidence-based policing (EBP) is a philosophy that emphasizes the use of empirical research to inform policing practices and policies. By leveraging data and rigorous scientific methods, EBP seeks to help law enforcement agencies make more informed decisions about how to allocate resources, prevent crime, and improve public safety. Here are some models of evidence-based policing:
Problem-oriented policing (POP) is an approach that involves identifying and addressing the underlying causes of crime and disorder (Tibbetts, 2019). Classical criminology suggests that by addressing the root causes of crime, such as poverty, lack of opportunity, or social disorganization, it is possible to reduce the potential benefits of criminal behaviour and thus deter crime. By identifying the root causes of problems, POP seeks to create long-lasting solutions that can reduce crime and improve community well-being.
SARA means scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. SARA is a crime prevention strategy that is based on the classical criminology perspective. SARA is a problem-solving framework that involves four key steps: scanning for problems, analysing the underlying causes of those problems, developing, and implementing a response strategy, and evaluating the effectiveness of the response (Brochu, 2016). This approach is based on the idea that crime prevention is most effective when it is targeted, data-driven, and evidence-based, and when it is tailored to the specific needs of a particular community.
Hot spot policing model involves targeting resources to high-crime areas, where a disproportionately high number of crimes are committed (Pawson, 2012). Research has shown that focusing on hot spots can be an effective way to reduce crime in a particular area, as it increases the likelihood of apprehending offenders and reduces the opportunity for criminal activity to occur.
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This classical criminology perspective has been used to understand the reasoning behind several crime prevention strategies, including problem-oriented policing (POP), SARA and Hot Spot Policing.
Generally, Classical Criminology is used to understand these three methods, but there is some reason behind these three models (Tonry, 2010). POP is a method that is related to classical criminology this method aims to decrease crime by identifying and addressing the underlying problems that contribute to crime in a particular area. Policymakers and legislative authorities can be more effective in reducing crime and disorder. Hot Spot policing is another method which helps to classical criminology (Tibbetts, 2019). This policy focused on specific location where crime is concentrated, rather than on individual offenders or crimes.
In conclusion, classical criminology provides a theoretical framework for understanding the reasoning behind several crime prevention strategies, POP, Scanning, Analysis, Response, and SARA, and Hot Spot Policing. By focusing on the underlying causes of crime, using data and evidence to guide decision-making, and targeting specific areas where crime is concentrated, these strategies aim to reduce the potential benefits of criminal behaviour and deter crime.
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For the purpose of this essay, the chosen crime activity is drug crime. The following discussion will apply the ideas of evidence-based policing and classical criminology to address drug crime.
Classical criminology suggests that people commit crimes when the benefits outweigh the risks. Therefore, deterrence is a key strategy in classical criminology (Monaghan, 2011). One way to deter drug crimes is to increase the risk of punishment for those caught engaging in drug-related activities. For example, law enforcement officials can increase their efforts to catch drug dealers, impose harsher penalties on those caught selling drugs, and enhance the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in prosecuting drug offenders. This approach aims to create a deterrent effect that would discourage people from engaging in drug-related activities.
However, evidence-based policing suggests that an approach based solely on deterrence may not be effective in reducing drug crimes. This approach is based on the idea that different types of offenders may respond differently to various interventions, and a one-size-fits-all approach may not be effective (Maxfield, 2014). One effective strategy suggested by evidence-based policing to reduce drug crimes is the implementation of a community-based policing model. This approach emphasizes the collaboration between law enforcement officials and the community to address drug crimes. For example, police officers can work with community leaders, residents, and other stakeholders to identify drug-related issues in the community and develop tailored prevention strategies (Tibbetts, 2019). This approach aims to build trust and positive relationships between the police and the community, which can enhance the effectiveness of drug crime prevention efforts.
Another strategy recommended by evidence-based policing is the use of problem-oriented policing (Welsh, 2011). This approach focuses on identifying specific drug-related problems in a community and developing tailored solutions to address them. For example, police officers can conduct a comprehensive assessment of drug-related issues in a particular area and develop a response plan that involves targeted enforcement, prevention, and treatment efforts. This approach aims to address the underlying causes of drug-related issues and reduce the opportunities for drug-related activities. Furthermore, evidence-based policing also emphasizes the importance of focusing on the demand side of drug crimes. This approach involves targeting drug users and implementing prevention and treatment programs to address the underlying causes of drug addiction. For example, police officers can work with healthcare providers, social workers, and other stakeholders to identify drug users and provide them with the necessary resources to overcome their addiction (Einstadter, 2016). This approach aims to reduce the demand for drugs and, ultimately, reduce drug-related crimes.
So, classical criminology and evidence-based policing offer different approaches to addressing drug crimes (Brochu, 2016). Classical criminology emphasizes deterrence and punishment to reduce drug crimes, while evidence-based policing recommends using data and research to develop and implement effective crime prevention strategies. While deterrence may be an effective strategy for some offenders, evidence-based policing suggests that a tailored approach that involves the community, problem-oriented policing, and addressing the demand side of drug crimes may be more effective in reducing drug-related crimes. 

[bookmark: _Toc128524393]Strengths and Weaknesses of classical criminology
Classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two approaches to the study of crime that have evolved over time. Both of these approaches have their strengths and weaknesses, and they have been subject to a great deal of debate and critique (Maxfield, 2014). In this essay, I will evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing. Classical criminology is a theory of crime that dates back to the 18th century. It was developed by thinkers such as Cesare Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham, and it is based on the idea that people are rational beings who will avoid criminal behaviour if the punishment for it is severe enough (Cartwright, 2011). This approach emphasizes the importance of deterrence and punishment in preventing crime.
One of the strengths of classical criminology is its emphasis on the importance of punishment in preventing crime (Monaghan, 2011). This idea has been influential in the development of criminal justice systems around the world, and it has led to the creation of laws and policies that are designed to deter criminal behaviour. Additionally, classical criminology has been influential in the development of the concept of due process, which is the idea that the government must follow certain procedures in order to protect the rights of individuals accused of crimes. Moreover, there are some weaknesses related with classical criminology (Siegel, 2015). It assumes that all people are rational and that they will avoid criminal behaviour if the punishment is severe enough, but this is not always the case. Many people who engage in criminal behaviour do so for reasons that are not related to rational decision-making, such as poverty, trauma, or addiction. Additionally, the emphasis on punishment can lead to harsh and disproportionate sentences, which can be unjust and ineffective in preventing future crime (Pawson, 2012). One of the strengths of evidence-based policing is its emphasis on using data and research to guide police practices. This approach has led to the development of innovative strategies such as community policing, hot-spot policing, and problem-oriented policing, which have been shown to be effective in reducing crime in many communities. Additionally, evidence-based policing has been influential in promoting police accountability and transparency, as police agencies are now required to collect and report data on their activities.
[bookmark: _Toc128524394]Conclusion
In conclusion, classical criminology and evidence-based policing are two approaches to the study of crime that have their strengths and weaknesses. Classical criminology has been influential in the development of criminal justice systems around the world, and it emphasizes the importance of punishment in preventing crime (Lanier, 2010). However, it can be overly focused on punishment and fails to take into account the underlying causes of criminal behaviour. Evidence-based policing, on the other hand, emphasizes the importance of using scientific research to guide police practices, and it has led to the development of innovative strategies that have been shown to be effective in reducing crime. However, it can be overly focused on quantitative data and can be difficult to implement in practice. Ultimately, both approaches have something to offer in the ongoing effort to reduce crime and promote public safety, and they should be used in tandem to achieve the best possible outcomes.
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