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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.
500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

 
The primary legislation for safeguarding children in Wales is the Children Act [CA]1989, the Children Act [CA] 2004, and the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act [SSWA] 2014. The SSWA 2014 Act supersedes some sections of the CA 1989 and CA 2004.  Local authorities [LA] have the primary statutory duty for safeguarding. Under Parts 3 and 4 of the SSWA 2014, the local authority (LA) has a duty to assess and meet the care and support needs of a child experiencing or at risk of abuse, harm, or neglect [herein, referred to as a child at risk]. This includes providing early help and intervention. Additionally, relevant partners must consider safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare (CA 2005, s. 28 (2)) and must report when a child is suspected to be at risk (SSWA 2014, s. 130). Under Part 7 of the SSWA 2014, the LA must establish a regional safeguarding board to prevent children from becoming at risk and protect children who are at risk.
The statutory guidance 'Working Together to Safeguard People' (Welsh Government, 2018) sets out expectations for collaborative working in effective child safeguarding. Frontline practitioners utilise the Wales Safeguarding Procedures to understand their safeguarding responsibilities in line with the SSWA 2014 and its statutory guidance. All practitioners working with children, or with adults who pose a risk to children, must be aware of the signs of abuse, neglect, and harm and act if they believe a child is at risk. 
Following a referral or report of harm, a social worker conducts an initial review of social services records and makes enquiries with other agencies to gather sufficient information to make a proportionate decision (Social Care Wales, 2019). Decisions must be made in the child’s best interests, considering the child’s views, wishes, culture, and beliefs. If a child is suspected of being at risk of, or experiencing, significant harm, a strategy meeting must be held to determine whether Section 47 enquiries should be made (CA 1989). Joint enquiries will be made with the police if a criminal offence is suspected. Consent should be obtained from parents/carers, but this may be overridden if it could place the child or others at risk (Social Care Wales, 2019). Non-compulsory actions should be considered first. If non-compulsory measures are insufficient and there is a significant risk of harm, the local authority may use compulsory powers and apply to the court for an order (e.g., an Emergency Protection Order).
Prevention and early help are additional aspects of safeguarding (Social Care Wales, 2019).  The local authority uses the Signs of Safety model to identify needs early and provide the right support to prevent children (Turnell & Edwards, 1999). The LA utilises contextual safeguarding for children at risk of extrafamilial harm, such as criminal exploitation, modern slavery, peer-on-peer violence, and abuse in the community.
The Regional Safeguarding Board (RSB) has developed additional safeguarding policies and procedures to be followed locally, covering issues such as resolving professional differences, working with uncooperative families, and responding to unexpected deaths of children. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The main differences between safeguarding children and adults lies in thresholds, consent/ capacity, and compulsory powers. The local authority has a duty to safeguard a ‘child at risk’ regardless of whether the child has eligible needs (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act [SSWA] 2014, s.37). An adult is only considered ‘at risk’ if they have care and support needs and are unable to protect themselves from abuse, harm or neglect due to those needs (s.126). Importantly, age, frailty or disability alone does not mean someone is inherently unable to safeguard themselves. In contrast, the local authority has a duty to safeguard a ‘child at risk’ regardless of whether the child has eligible needs (s.37). 
 Safeguarding adults is underpinned by the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Adults are presumed to have capacity to make their own decisions unless proven otherwise. They must be supported to make decisions wherever possible and have the right to make decisions others may consider unwise (Mental Capacity Act 2005).  This is significant because individuals with capacity can refuse consent for information sharing or support. An adult may choose to remain in a situation where abuse or neglect is present, if they are making an informed decision. In such cases, safeguarding interventions may be limited to supporting harm reduction. Where an adult is assessed as lacking capacity, any safeguarding decisions must be made in their best interests, in accordance with the Mental Capacity Act 2005 and its Code of Practice. Where a decision breaches their human rights (as set out in the Human Rights Act 1998) or deprives them of their liberty, the local authority must apply to the Court of Protection to take protective action. Children under 16 are presumed not to have mental capacity under the law, meaning consent is sought from those with parental responsibility, though this can be overridden to protect the child. 
The use of compulsory powers in safeguarding differs between adults and children. Local authorities may apply for court orders during a Section 47 enquiry to take actions such as accessing a child, removing them from accommodation, or restricting contact with certain individuals (Children Act 1989). In adult safeguarding, the only compulsory power available during a Section 126 enquiry is the Adult Protection and Support Order, which allows access to an adult who may be at risk (SSWA 2014, s127) The power for local authorities to remove adults in need of care and support was revoked by S129 of the SSWA 2014. Therefore, where an adult lacks capacity, decisions must be made in the individual's best interest according to the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 
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