Discuss the role of the Teaching Assistant as a provider of pastoral care to students.


Teaching Assistants have two main roles, supporting children’s learning and supporting the main class teacher (The School Run, n.d.). Pastoral care is the provision the school makes to ensure the physical and emotional welfare of your child (Schoolsmith, 2017). The value of teaching assistants has evidently risen over the years, their roles have changed also, TAs were just seen as members of staff to help out the teacher at the beginning, whereas now they are much more than that. Teaching assistants are now involved with pastoral teams within schools, which means they are another pair of eyes and can attend to a particular ability group within the class (Schoolsmith, 2017). Pastoral teams use different techniques and strategies, depending on the school, to help with supporting pupils to the level they need. 

Teaching assistants take on many duties within schools, such as supporting pupils who need help with their work, however, this does not mean they complete their work for them which can be mistaken for by other members of staff and pupils, especially if the TA is scribing for a pupil. TAs help pupils with their class work in different ways, whether it is to read off the board or workbooks for them, scribe for them if they are struggling with writing or even rewording questions given to help the pupil with what is being asked from them. 
Another way TAs support within schools is by providing small group support to pupils who need it. Groups are held for different subjects, such as Maths and English, to help pupils that are below average in their year group to give them more support with different areas of the subject they struggle with, this gives pupils more confidence in themselves and in the subject area. As well as being a support to the pupils, TAs are a massive support to the teachers too, from preparing for lessons and tidying up the classroom after the pupils leave to putting up displays around the school. Teachers now rely on teaching assistants more than ever, as they are another pair of eyes in the classroom, they help with supporting the pupils when they need it so the teacher can carry on teaching which allows lessons to run smoothly. 

A research was carried out in 2002 by Dorothy Watkinson that looked into role of teaching assistants, Watkinson interviewed many teaching assistants and their description of their roles. One TA said
The role of the TA and LSA has evolved over the years from being an assistant to the teacher to being a teaching assistant. They have more responsibility and work with children with learning and behavioural difficulties to variable degrees. It is known that the support is appreciated within the school but the pay does not reflect the change in duties (Watkinson, 2002, page 72)
From this quote given from one of the TAs Watkinson interviewed, it shows that although teaching assistants have taken on more roles and responsibilities within the school, they are still treated as minor members of staff and their pay rates show this, however this was the only issue brought to light, the other comments made were all positive reflections on the job roles.
Since the teaching assistants have taken on the duty of pastoral care within schools, the number of TAs employed has increased majorly, this is down the amount of SEN (special educational needs) pupils rising more year by year. The Department for Education (n.d.) states that the number of pupils with SEN increased from 1.24 million pupils in 2017 to 1.28 million pupils in 2018. There is a teaching assistant required in most classes in recent years, both in primary and secondary years. 
Being a teaching assistant in secondary schools can be a challenge to give the best pastoral care, this is because all classes move about, not many TAs are assigned to one class alone and this can be difficult as some children find it hard to open up to their elders and if there is a different TA coming into the class for support all of the time. This can mean the pupil may not be comfortable asking for help or passing on any problems which could result to them not learning to the potential they should be. As a teaching assistant, I have witnessed this first-hand in School A, as there was a shortage of TAs at a particular time. During this time, there were many changes to which classes the TAs supported and as a result of this a couple of children within a certain class ended up struggling a lot and it showed in their class work. It is important that children feel comfortable with the TA supporting them as it will allow them to open up and ask for help when they need it.
On the other hand, teaching assistants in primary schools are assigned to one classroom only, and as the children stay in that one class all day, it is easier for the TAs to get to the know the children and form good relationship with them. This makes it so much easier for the children to feel comfortable with the TA with being around them all the time so will increase their confidence and level of work from a younger age, which will set them for when they get to their secondary years of school.
The role of teaching assistants having a massive impact on schools, especially with the teachers, is backed up by the evidence given by Peter Blatchford et al from the Institute of Education, the results they drew were that 
Teachers appear to view the TAs as thoroughly beneficial, particularly to themselves.  The words chosen are indicative of genuine pleasure, relief and gratitude. They seem spontaneous and heartfelt. 
“It is brilliant!” (34) (Y5)
“Made a huge difference - my TA is excellent.....” (Y6) 
“Amazing difference!” (Y6) 
“In a nutshell, I don’t think I could have coped without an LSA in my class.” (26) (Y5) (Blatchford P et al, n.d, page 36)
Another teacher had made a comment of 
“My support assistant has given valuable input to my special needs group. She can explain mathematical problems by giving the group extra coaching. She is also able to read questions to poorer readers. The lower ability children gain in confidence as a result of being more able to share their problems.” (Y5) (Blatchford P et al, n.d, page 36)
This evidence evidently shows that the roles played by teaching assistants are vital within schools, to make lessons run smoothly by not only supporting the children but by supporting the teacher also. 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs helps with growth in a person both physically and mentally, McLeod (2018) tells us that the needs lower down in the hierarchy must be satisfied before individuals can attend to needs higher up. The needs lower down on the hierarchy consist of physiological needs, which are the basic needs such as water, food, somewhere to sleep, clothing and air. Safety needs are also low on the hierarchy, involving personal security, resources, health and property. Love and belonging – friendships, family and sense of connection, esteem – respect, self-esteem, status and strength and self – actualization – the desire to become the most that one can be, are higher up on the hierarchy. All these areas of the hierarchy are very important needs for a human. In a school setting, teaching assistants help support children with these needs, one of the roles of a TA is pastoral care which links in with this theory. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is a good structure to follow as a TA, when supporting a child, they can make sure every need is seen too.
To conclude, I think that the role of teaching assistants has dramatically changed over the years, they were seen as a classroom helper at the start, however they are now seen as so much more than that. TAs have taken on so much more duties over the years, one being pastoral care, TAs are now involved in pastoral groups which allow them to give the children the support that they need. Teaching assistants are relied on to support the children with special educational needs in all year groups, which helps the teaching staff as they can carry on with their lessons whilst someone trained can support the children. Not only do teaching assistants help with supporting in classrooms with work, they are a source of help at all times, whenever needed they are there to support with any problems that may arise. Teaching assistants provide a lot of pastoral support more now than ever and it is evident within schools.
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