Theatre of the Oppressed Masterclass with Ali

Planning:
Introduction to Boal: Bit of History
Theatre of the Oppressed Tree

What we are doing today…

Arsenal of TO

X & 0 hands and feet

Blind car

Columbian Hypnosis

Photographing the image
An exact copy of their exterior to gain a better understanding of their interior

Intro to Image Theatre
Point Of View Circle
Images are surfaces – as objects reflect the light, images reflect emotions, memories, imaginations, they are polysemic – never reduce an image to one meaning because they have multiple meanings – they connote rather than denote and we can learn so much through the multiplicity of feelings, opinions and evocations

The handshake
· Explore possibilities to show all the meanings a single image can have
· A dialogue of images not a juxtaposition, avoid thinking in words, try to respond with your bodies and your eyes
· The word spoken is never the word heard


The sculptor and the sculpted – image of a difficult relationship in pairs, process and dynamize this

Fun game to end

Lunch Break

A round of Rhythm and Movement
Person in middle makes a movement  (original and unusual) circle try to reproduce exactly and in time – then passes onto another in the circle

By trying to reproduce exactly – their way of moving, means we undo our own mechanisms.  We can relay back to that person our own vision of her.

The Great game of Power
Discuss what is oppression,

Forum Theatre
learn the forum rules:
· A show/scene is performed as if it were a conventional play – a certain image of the world is presented
· Actors stand for this vision of the world, the spect actors stand for the way the world could be
· Stop and take the protagonists place in order to bring about a better solution

Group task
Devise a short scene of oppression

Present this back and joker it
Discuss Joker rules
· They must not manipulate or influence
· Open to all possible conclusion and connotations
· They decide nothing
· Constantly relay doubts back to the audience
· Does this work? Is it right or wrong?
· Watch out for magic solutions
