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The nature versus nurture debate is constantly being argued; especially in the making of serial killers. Whether concepts of differences in DNA make-up or theories like classical condition through seemingly every day experiences, can explain why individuals can give self-reasoning to actions that are socially and morally unacceptable. Myra Hindley and Ian Brady, more common referred to as “the moors murderers” were a couple that abducted, sexually assaulted, tortured, killed and finally buried five young people in Saddleworth moor in the Greater Manchester area between the years of 1963 to 1965. Whilst Ian’s case can be summarised as a perfect example of a level argument between the two, with his first-tier tribunal report diagnosing that he “continues to suffer from paranoid schizophrenia” (Boyd, 1985), Myra’s case has more clearly defined “nurture” influence. In the following essay, I will relay the lengths in which Myra could have been conditioned into becoming Brady’s seemingly perfect partner in crime and the “murderess” that she’s still known by today, by three unconnected experiences from her childhood. 


