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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Critical evaluation of police response to county lines criminality and exploitation

INTRODUCTION:

This dissertation will be completed as a research element of a Policing Practice Degree as part of the undergraduate degree at The University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 

The area of research chosen is police response to county lines criminality and exploitation as this has been identified as an under researched area. There are many studies regarding county lines themselves, however, there is little research that truly links police officers’ responses to this growing violent crime, Officers are frequently the first on the scene, however, officer's perspectives have not been recorded, this has been identified as a key area to explore. 

This research is necessary to establish whether police response to modern crimes such as; county lines is proportionate to deter individuals from committing these crimes which will in turn safeguard potentially vulnerable victims. The research also aims to highlight improvements police officers consider could increase safeguarding for vulnerable victims and target hardening measures that will prevent victimisation. This research is important as this is becoming a critical issue within South Wales Police force area, the exploitation and violence of these crimes are very harmful to not only the individuals involved but also impacts on the wider community.

The National Crime Agency’s, (2020) description of county lines is used to describe organised criminality of persons involved in distributing illegal drugs across the United Kingdom through the exploitation of vulnerable people. The County Lines drug supply model has been described as a drug-dealing phenomenon which is rapidly spreading across England and Wales (Spicer, 2019). This new form of drug dealing involves dealers from larger cities such as London and Manchester (NCA, 2017) migrating and exploiting vulnerable people from smaller towns to store, transport and sell drugs (Spicer, 2019). 
Additionally, Spicer (2019) stresses that the county lines model is well organised and causes police forces significant challenges. Furthermore, Robinson, McLean and Densley (2019) argue that to truly eradicate county lines, policing policies need to focus less on prohibition and more on drug harm reduction. With county lines having implications on wider drug policy (Mclean, 2018), it is claimed that current drug laws are doing more harm than good (Stevens, 2011). It can be argued police forces have neglected to respond to warnings indicated by Hales and Hobbs, (2010) who reported that drugs are becoming more mobile. With the recent COVID -19 pandemic and police officers’ numbers falling (The Police Federation, 2021) this project will evaluate whether there are still enough officers available to tackle this growing crime.  





	


	 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

OECD, (1993) defines research as systematic work that is undertaken to increase one’s knowledge. Collins and Hussey (2009) reason that effective methods for analysing, collecting, and presenting data are essential in academic writing. 
 
The primary research method used will be descriptive research. Descriptive research is defined as a method of research used to describe occurrences as precise as possible (Atmowardoyo, 2018). 

 A questionnaire will be presented to approximately 20 police officers. The research study should provide quanitive data but also quaiticative data which demonstates peoples voice for example data expressed in words.The reason descriptive research is best suited to my study as I will use empirical study to allow critical evaluation of what participents of the say.  This is a small scale study of 20 participants. This number was chosen because it would enable enough data to be collected and analysed  within the given time frame.

Throughout this research, both qualitative and quantitative data will be gathered which will provide a numerical approach to discovering police officers’ understanding of their responses to county lines crime. The qualitative data gathered will be analysed to provide in depth data to prove or disprove whether police officers believe their response to county lines is adequate and whether improvements can be made. By utilising both quantitive and qualitative data within the same research Strengths from both methodologies will be included. However, Yanchar and Williams (2006) argue that by using both methodologies there is “little regard for challenging issues pertaining to the nature of reality, knowledge, the good, and so on.” Although, Johnson et al, (2007, p. 11) argue “a researcher combines elements of qualitative and quantitative research approaches for the broad purposes of breadth and depth of understanding and corroboration”. Furthermore,  using both research methods allows researchers to systematically examine both perspectives it enables readers of research reports to understand the research participants from the perspective of social science (Onwuegbuzie et al, 2011).

This method of research has been identified as the most appropriate due to the time constraints of the project. Questionnaires are a formal and controlled method of collecting data and will provide an accurate picture of county lines experiences within the police force. This method is conductible both face to face and electronically which mitigates the risks of contracting Covid 19. By carrying out an electronic survey if a future lockdown occurs or participants are concerned regarding catching Covid-19, this ensures minimum disruption to this research. 

Secondary research conducted within this research will be in the form of a literature review. Snyder (2019) argues that literature reviews traditionally lack thoroughness and are conducted without a structured approach. He also argues that questionnaire’s can be questioned regarding its quality and trustworthiness. Furthermore, Torraco (2005) states that literature reviews can improve theory development within research, this can provide new conceptual models or theories. Additionally, Snyder (2019) claims literature reviews are essential for all research projects, in order to develop research questions and hypotheses it enables the researcher to justify their research. Moreover, literature reviews are essential for this research to establish what research has been completed previously and to develop a true understanding of the problem county lines causes across the whole of the United Kingdom and how effective the police response is to it.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample for the research will be serving Police officers only. This sample is best for the research as it focuses on the prospective of current police officers views on their response to county lines. I will be using a general questionnaire which I will develop and tailor to gauge the perspectives of the police officers views. I believe this sample is best for my research as it will give a professional unbiased view of serving police officers who have an more of an insight and knowledge of the county lines problem they are facing and see first hand what areas if any can be improved in their response and what methods are working to tackle the problem.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Consideration has been given to the ethical issues with this line of research. No issues have been identified. All persons taking part in the research are above eighteen years old. The questionnaire will only be completed by police officers, these are all over the age of eighteen, this will prevent vulnerable people completing the research which would raise ethical issues. 

Questionnaires will be used to gather quantitative data and a general overview of people’s thoughts on the subject. The questionnaires will be targeted to ensure participants remain anonymous and the questionnaire is fair throughout. However, it is accepted that the questionnaire may be rushed and will capture the participant’s views and feelings at that particular point in time. 

Moreover, it is paramount for this research that consent will be given by all participants for their contribution to be used in this research and that the participants will remain confidential to protect their views. 
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