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AIM(S)

· To critically examine a range of issues problematic to current and future outdoor education practice at local, national and international levels.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module students should be able to:

· reflect critically on a breadth of issues relevant to the practice of outdoor education locally, nationally and internationally;

· critically appraise the future role and direction of outdoor education as a professional career;

· critically evaluate the contribution of outdoor education to a range of national and international political and social agendas. 

CONTENT

· The development of outdoor education as a profession will be examined and career opportunities considered. Particular attention will focus on the emergence of the Institute for Outdoor Learning and the development of Accredited Practitioner status within the United Kingdom and the relationship between individual professionalism and the outdoors as a profession.  Internationally the emergence of the Wilderness Practitioner and Adventure Therapy will be discussed as alternative career pathways. 

· National and local initiatives to increase participation and raise standards will be identified and compared to international developments. The contribution of outdoor education to meeting targets for social inclusion, equality of opportunity, improved health and active lifestyles will be discussed. Particular reference will be given to the National Assembly for Wales strategy for sport and physical activity ‘Climbing Higher’ (2005) and the CROW Act (2000) and their links to a diverse range of programmes including the Black Environment Network, Walking to Health and Greenspace initiatives.  

· The role of adventure will be considered within UK society/outdoor education. Past and contemporary adventurers will be identified and their relevance to outdoor education discussed. Issues of safety, training and leadership will be discussed within the broader context of changing attitudes to risk and adventure in society. The concept of ‘authentic adventure’ will be discussed with particular reference to the emergence of health and safety legislation, the role of the Adventurous Activities Licensing Authority and governing body training schemes. Comparisons to other countries including Norway, Australia and USA will be made. 

· The emergence of the concept of ‘sustainability’ and its impact upon environmental practice and outdoor education will be discussed. Current approaches to sustainability will be identified and opportunities to incorporate sustainable practice highlighted. Broader interpretations of sustainability (cultural, economic, political and social) linking programme design, outdoor communities and future developments will be considered.

· The increasing use of technology will be discussed in relation to learner experience. Consideration will be given to learner outcomes, standards of safety, environmental impact and the promotion of indigenous skills and techniques. 

ASSESSMENT

Coursework 






100%

Seminar Presentation (4500 words equivalent – 30 mins including questions) 50%

Critically discuss the role of adventure in formal education.
Essay
(4500 words)





 50%  

To be confirmed
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