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1.  Statement of purpose

This handbook is addressed to all educators of our ‘Liberum puer’ establishment, aiming to help with children’s transition from home to pre-nursery and nursery.
We will assess issues that may arise during the transition and provide detailed guidance for educators to enable children to overcome this challenging process, ensuring a smooth transition and offering great opportunities for optimal development. The handbook is focused on how to communicate effectively in order to engage children in various activities that stimulate them during the home to pre-nursery/nursery passage.
‘Liberum puer’ nursery is always working to support our staff commitment towards ongoing professional development while staying updated with any new legislation, ideas and training opportunities. Any queries that may arise upon reading this handbook, please address them to your day manager.








1.1  Early years transitions

 As human beings living in an ever-changing environment and society, we are experiencing multiple transitions throughout life, and some can be daunting regardless of how many times we have gone through the process. As such, we can imagine how a young child can feel confused and intimidated by the progress of him attending a pre-school environment straight from the shelter and warmth of his home.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fabian and Dunlop (2002, p.3) define the concept of transition as “the process of change that is experienced when children (and their families) move from one setting to another”. The process starts when the child enters a settling-in session or has a pre-entry visit and finishes when the child is well-adapted and fully settled as part of the new community (Fabian and Dunlop, 2002).




















1. The educator’s role

  Early years education is critical for child development. In the UK, the first five years of life are referred to as the ‘foundation years’ because that is when the basis for a child’s optimal development and growth is established. The earliest experiences and interactions have an enormous influence on a child’s transformation and achievements. Brain development in the early years and even before birth, has been the focus of current research, exposing the importance of this period in a child’s life and its potential. In a social early years setting, children are challenged to interact with others while still discovering themselves, thus altering the structure of their developing brain, research shows (Wallace, 2001).
How can the educator make a child’s transition from home to a pre-school settings tolerable? What are the underlying principles and actions one can assimilate to make a child integrate and adapt to a new environment? How do we communicate effectively to encourage open dialogue with the child? 
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