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What are the main problems facing museums today?
We have two thousand five hundred museums in the UK, and they are custodians of over 170 million objects and national specimens. The benefits we gain as a nation from our national and regional museums and galleries are almost too vast to list. Museums are great providers of education and learning opportunities. They inspire curiosity, stimulate creativity and enrich the social, cultural and economic life of the nation and the world, as they receive many overseas visitors every year. Museums are facing the same problems as every other institution in the UK. Austerity measures or severe cuts to funding since 2010 are having a serious impact on our national and regional museums. Though regional museums are facing the worst of it because they are funded by local councils that have seen their budgets slashed year on year. Funding to publicly funded museums has been cut by thirty one per cent since 2010. It is worrying that sixty four museums have shut their doors across the UK since 2010. Cuts in funding have a knock-on effect and lead to the loss of experienced staff and low morale within the sector. Museums remain very popular and half of all museums record visitor numbers increasing year on year (Museums survey 2017).
However these problems were already in existence before 2010. They have been accelerated by cuts since then, but there were already funding problems which make it even more important to reverse this trend 
somehow. A report in the Guardian from 2000 states : “There is a crisis this week in the Leicester museum service that is of passionate interest to the museum community. The city has already closed one museum and lost some of its most senior staff, from September 1st its smaller museums will cut opening times by two hours and its main museum by half an hour. The collections care and exhibits budget has been cut by more than fifty per cent, funds for education stand at a minimal eight thousand pounds. “It is an absolutely catastrophic situation and the most depressing thing is that it is not a freak. It’s an extreme but typical example of what’s happening all over the country,” said David Barrie, director of the Art Fund, an independent charity that desperate museums are turning to in increasing numbers to plug some of their funding gaps. “Some museums are going to close”, said Maurice Davies, deputy director of the Museum’s Association, the independent body that represents Britain’s museums. Mr. Davies is one of many warning against complacency. “Studies show that even those who do not visit museums value them and expect them to always be there. But without considerably more vocal public support for museums to give them political clout in local and national funding debates the handful of museums that have already closed will be the tip of the iceberg”.
Seventeen years on and we have lost sixty four museums. As a centre of learning, research by MORI shows that parents see museums as important places of education for their children after schools and libraries. We have also lost four  hundred libraries since 2010 ! This research revealed eighty per cent of parents felt museum visits should be part of the National curriculum. National museums provide over a million educational sessions every year and twenty five per cent of museum visits are made by children. A recent survey of people visiting regional museums showed that they had been very effective at inspiring curiosity and imparting new knowledge and understanding. Over ninety per cent of visitors said that regional museums teach their children information they do not learn in the classroom. More than eighty per cent said it helped them understand more about their local area and played an important role in preserving our heritage. 
In 2003 the largest survey ever done in the UK, by the University of Leicester Research Centre for Museums and Galleries asked what teachers and school children felt about the education programmes they had attended. This Renaissance in the regions investment had seen an increase of twenty eight per cent in visits of school children. From teachers, ninety four per cent felt museum visits directly link to the National curriculum, and ninety five per cent felt they were very important for their teaching. New knowledge has been learnt by ninety per cent of pupils. It was also revealed museums had been particularly effective at working with schools in areas of high depravation. Twenty eight per cent of school visits had been from the most deprived areas of England. Museums are responsible for generating an awful lot of income. In the year of this survey( 2003) the turnover from Regional museums was estimated at £875 million. The turnover for National Museums was estimated at £715 million. Museums count for four out of five top tourist attractions in the UK. Overseas visitors say galleries and museums are a main reason for visiting the UK. Museums also make important contributions to urban, economic and social regeneration.
Museums have been doing important work on various schemes involving prisoners and ex-offenders in workshops. At Manchester, a project called Telling Our Lives has brought confidence to first generation and immigrant asylum seekers. A programme called Diversify sponsored young people from ethnic minorities onto museum study courses and placements in museums for work experience. An evaluation of this showed success in personal development and challenging the culture of the participating museums. One participant said “It really opened my eyes to what museums do – how much they connect to people’s lives. “We believe at this crucial time, if we are given the investment we are seeking, the skills and commitment of our organisations will deliver the museums the UK deserves for the 21st century. (Manifesto for Museums 2003).
It is a real shame that it is all going backwards since this time, especially since 2010 when so called austerity measures have seen huge cuts to funding. A survey carried out last year found that all museums were succeeding in increasing their earned income and fundraising, but need time and investment to maintain this momentum. It found that museums were prioritising school visits, public events and temporary exhibitions. It also found they were working with under represented and disadvantaged groups more and more. Their average yearly turnover was reported to be £1.28 million and they continue to build strong relationships that boost research, regeneration, economic development and tourism (Museums Survey 2016).In 2015 the Chancellor George Osbourne (slimy git) promised to increase funding to Art Council England and national museums and galleries, most of which are in London. But regional museums funded by local councils are struggling to survive. “Many museums at the heart of British towns and cities are now at risk of closing as government cuts force local authorities to radically reduce spending on culture,” said Alistair Brown, policy officer at the Museums Association.
A report from last year said the north of England was in danger of becoming a cultural wasteland as councillors are forced to slash budgets to museums. Over twenty museums in the north and midlands have closed since 2010 and more are under threat. In Lancashire alone, five museums are facing closure. This includes Helmsmore Mills Textile Museum, a last reminder of Lancashire’s cotton industry. There was a campaign set up by Sarah Hardy who worked at Helmsmore to save it and its sister Queen Street Mill in Burnley that got over 10,000 signatures. The Haigh Pit Museum in Whitehaven closed in January 2016 despite a £2.4 million restoration supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The museum in Jarrow dedicated to St. Bede – Englands greatest Anglo-Saxon scholar closed its doors in February 2016. Talks were taking place to see if it could be re-opened. Broadcaster and writer Lord Bragg described the closing of Bede’s World as “depressing”.He warned “What is totally depressing and offers a bleak inheritance for generations to come is the regularity of hundreds of years with which London has kicked the North in the teeth”. (http://www.independent.co.uk)
In Wales, the Welsh Assembly commissioned a report on their Museums Strategy For Wales 2010-2015. The results showed the strategy had helped raise the profile of and create identity for museums in Wales. (Welsh govt/A Museum Strategy for Wales 2010-2015, 25th August 2017).Though in 2015 museum staff went on strike. “Some of Wales most popular museums will be closed this weekend as staff go on strike in protest to get rid of the so called premium payments, which the union argues make up as much as 15% of take home pay”. (www.wales online.co.uk>news.29thjuly 2015)
A report in the Guardian said twenty per cent of regional museums at least part closed in 2015. It said there were striking regional differences with northern England, Northern Ireland and Wales reporting larger year on year decreases than those in the Midlands, southern England and Scotland. Charges were expected to be introduced to at least ten per cent of museums to cover further cuts. At least ten per cent of museums are also considering following in the footsteps of Northhampton borough council, that controversially sold a 4000 year old statue of Sekhempa at auction for £16 milllion in 2014. This was used to build a £14 million extension to Northhampton art gallery and museum. When the Sekhempa statue was sold by Northhampton Council, it was disbarred from the Museums Association and lost its Arts Council Accreditation. It was believed this would dissuade other councils from doing the same thing. Unfortunately eleven per cent of museums are considering financially motivated disposal. It was also revealed eight per cent of museums had brought in charges in the last twelve months, and twelve per cent would be doing so in the next twelve months. (https://www.the guardian.com 13th Jan 2016).
Museums are between a rock and a hard place and it is hard to blame a museum for selling a piece to raise funds they are not getting from anywhere else. Hopefully Lottery and Heritage Lottery funding will go some way to redress the balance because funding is not going to improve any time soon.
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Guidance: You might consider the following elements:

· Argument: does it have one/ is it backed by sufficient evidence/ how lucid is it?
· Structure: how clear is it / is my essay easy to follow/ does it help my argument?
· Analysis:  is more/less analytical than narrative/ does it address the question?
· Reading: was this sufficiently broad/ have I referenced properly?
· How might I improve my performance in future?
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	General Comments:
I am aware this essay is lacking and the referencing leaves a lot to be desired. Will do better next time.
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