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[bookmark: _Toc101405893]Introduction
A virtual learning environment has been introduced due to the pandemic for the students of universities to continue their learning so that they do not lag in the modern world. The virtual learning environment is also known as VLE and it is utilised by educational institutions to provide the necessary materials to the students and also interact with them (Becnel, 2019). This platform enables the students and the institutions to come to a common ground during the pandemic as the industry has moved to remote learning. As the online learning method is new to many students, sometimes it might affect how they react to it and the educational institutions must understand their impact on the learning of the students. This report will look to find out the impact of the virtual learning environment and how the students are utilising it and what their impressions about it are.
[bookmark: _Toc101405894]Rationale
In the educational system of the present day, advanced technology is having a great impact and the learning processes and techniques are evolving due to the incorporation of technology in every aspect. The virtual learning environment is now one of the most commonly and greatly used platforms in the institutions of higher studies to ensure that the students can continue their studies staying at home due to the pandemic which has impacted the education industry and closed down all the institutions. 
The students are quite new to the use of virtual learning environments and the institutions need to understand how these virtual learning environments are impacting the studies of the students and if they can use them properly (McAvinia, 2016). Understanding these aspects would help the institution to provide better services to the students which should help them to actively participate in their studies and develop their skills efficiently and effectively over time. 
Understanding the opinion of the students is very essential as the pending crisis caused the students to be very deprived of their studies which were previously held offline. The students had to cope with the new types of learning and also learn the use of various platforms and devices which they were previously not trained for (Khurdi, 2021). The rationale of the report is to find out the impact of the virtual learning environment and how the students are processing it in their various academic works.

[bookmark: _Toc101405895]Aims and Objectives
The aim of the research is the primary purpose of conducting any study and in this case, the research aims to find out the impact of the virtual learning environment- Moodle on the students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus. 
Some of the objectives of the report and mentioned below:
· To find out the impact of VLE on the learning of the students
· To understand if the students are satisfied with the VLE
· To understand if the VLE requires any sort of changes
· To find out if the resources of the VLE are enough for the students
Finding out these objectives would lead the research to the understanding of the student's perspective of the virtual learning environment and how they deal with it in their studies. This would be aligned with the rationale of the study and will have a good impact in finding out if any improvements are required for the Moodle of the university.
[bookmark: _Toc101405896]Methodology
The research philosophy in this case is positivism according to the researcher. The research approach, in this case, would be deductive as the answers to the questionnaire will be utilised to find out the results of the research (Ahmed et al., 2016). The results found in the questionnaire will be deduced to find out if the impact of the virtual learning environment on the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus is positive. There are mainly two types of research methods which are the quantitative and the qualitative research methods. The qualitative research method is mainly based on interviews and other understanding of the research topic while the quantitative research is based on numbers and graphs. For this particular research, quantitative research methods would be utilised to find out the results of the research. There are two types of fundamental research methodologies, which are the primary and secondary types of research and for this particular research, both of them will be utilised to understand the topic. Different types of research tools can be utilised to find out the data for any research, including focus group discussions, interviews and questionnaires (Flick, 2020). In this research, the researcher will utilise the questionnaire method to find out the impact of the virtual learning network at the university campus. The questionnaire will be sent online to the participants of the research. The sampling of the participants can be done in different ways which include probability sampling and non-probability sampling (Kumar, 2019). The researcher in this case will utilise probability sampling. Random probability sampling will be used to select 20 participants from the university campus who have utilised the virtual learning environment at least once. This will help the researcher to find out the right information required and the pieces of evidence will also be authentic. The identity of the participants will be kept anonymous to ensure that they do not face any type of issues.
[bookmark: _Toc101405897]Data Analysis
[bookmark: _Toc101405898]Primary Research
It was decided to survey 20 students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, and the results were tallied up. A random selection of students from the entire university was selected to take part in the survey. Students were asked 10 different questions about the virtual learning environment and how they are dealing with it as the primary research. Sample students provided the questionnaire and then those results were found by preparing graphs that are mentioned below according to the different questions:
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Fig: experience of using VLE
Initially, they were asked if they had any experience with using a virtual learning environment, to which they replied affirmatively. To tackle the epidemic, all students and teachers were utilising the virtual learning environment (VLE). Therefore, all students stated that they had previously used a virtual learning environment as part of their response.
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Fig: Want to use VLE for higher education
The second question asked if they would want to use a virtual learning environment (VLE) for their higher education. 80% of those who answered this question said yes, while just 20% said no.
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Fig: Have the training to use VLE
The third question in front of the students was whether they have any formal training to use a virtual learning environment. For this question, 50% of the students responded as they do not have any formal training and the other 50% of the students responded that they have formal training to use VLE.
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Fig: Want to use VLE after the pandemic
The fourth question for the students was whether they want to use a virtual learning environment after the pandemic situation. 40% of the students strongly agreed to continue to use VLE after the pandemic. 40% of the students agreed to use VLE after the pandemic, 10% of the students were not sure about the issue, and the other 10% of the students disagreed to use the VLE after the pandemic.

[image: ]
Fig: Preference to use VLE for communication
The fifth question was to rate their preference to use a virtual learning environment for academic communication. 30% of the students strongly agreed that they prefer to use VLE for academic communication, 40% of the students agreed that they prefer the communication via VLE, 10% of the students were not sure if they like it or not, 15% of students disagreed with the issue, and the other 5% strongly disagreed and said they do not prefer the communication via VLE.
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Fig: Impact of online learning
The sixth question was to rate the impact of online learning on their studies. 60% of the students rated 5 out of 5 for the impact of the learning in their studies, 30% of the students rated 4 out of 5, and the other 10% of students rated 3.
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Fig: Preference to use VLE
The seventh question was to rate their preference to use a virtual learning environment. 50% of the students rated 5 out of 5 for the impact of the learning in their studies, 30% of the students rated 4 out of 5, 10% of the students rated 3, and the other 10% of students rated 2.
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Fig: Get the proper support
The eighth question for the students was whether they got proper support to complete their assignments. 90% of the students responded that they got proper support to complete their assignment and the other 10% said that they did not get proper support.
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Fig: Found the resources
The ninth question in front of the students was whether they found the right resources in studying in the virtual learning environment. All the students responded as affirmative in this issue.
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Figure: Satisfied with the support
The final question was to know how satisfied the students were with the support they got from the university resources, lectures, and online sources. 40% of the students were extremely satisfied, 50% of the students were satisfied, and the other 10% of students were dissatisfied.
[bookmark: _Toc101405899]Secondary Research
The significance of the virtual learning environment moodle at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus is immense because it is the way through which the students are being able to continue their studies staying at home due to the pandemic. A virtual learning environment provides flexible timing and cheap learning for the students staying at home and being enrolled in various courses at the same time (Niess and Gillow-Wiles, 2021). The learning environment is open to experimentation, and it uses various online activities like forms, links, webcasts and recordings to provide information to the students. It also helps the teachers to develop their activities beforehand and provide them to the students so that they can get the resources together at a particular place. The teachers can also oversee the regulations and the task development and activity log of the students so that they can understand the progress of the students and their learnings (O’Connor, 2020). The value of a virtual learning environment is thus understandable to some extent in this case. Due to the virtual learning environment, the students get a chance to study their subjects and experience the vast resource that the online activities have to offer. This enables students to have a better understanding of any topic as they have a hub of resources that is accessible to them at any time.
[bookmark: _Toc101405900]Research Outcomes
According to the questionnaire of the research and the analysis of the research, it can be understood that the students have quite a positive impression of the virtual learning environment. This is because the students got a chance to study at home although the university was closed due to the pandemic. The virtual learning environment provided the students with the flexibility they required and the resources that they need to understand various topics easily. The students also agreed to use the virtual learning platform for moving forward from the pandemic time because it provides them with the necessary information that is gathered in a structured area. Students also prefer to learn online and get the relevant materials for study from Moodle. As students from all over the world participate in studies at universities, they need to continue their studies during the pending week as the universities are closed and remote learning is the only way for them to continue their studies. The virtual learning environment has been the alternative to the physical classes and it is not possible to fully cover what the physical classes could do, but it is better than not participating in any kind of educational activities. Thus, the students gave positive feedback about the platform.
[bookmark: _Toc101405901]Conclusion
The analysis of both primary and secondary data shows that the findings are aligned with one another and the impression of the students is satisfactory about the virtual learning environment. The online learning environment is advantageous for most students and the researchers can further develop the platform to be more student-friendly and compatible with all devices. This would help the university or the institution to be more capable of handling the students and ensure their studies.
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