Laura assessment 2 supporting paper.

The purpose of this assessment is to propose key areas of focus for the Labour Government on how to improve UK Drug Policy.


a. In 2020 a short film ‘Putting UK Drug Policy into Focus’ was created to highlight shortcomings of UK drugs policy and to propose recommendations for change. You need to review this film (https://youtu.be/dj_5JkgxmRU?si=IxSV0kGhkRofCSdg) and identify some of the key challenges facing UK drug policy at that time and consider whether these challenges are still present today.

In 2020 the short film ‘Putting U.K Drug Policy into focus’ shows there are issues in the U.K’s policies on drugs, mainly the amount of children coming into the drugs market and even becoming the dealers themselves within the county lines for example ‘Horsley’ said in the video “we are now at the point where front line drug dealers for heroin and crack cocaine in the U.K are children” this was said in 2020 and in 2025 this is even more true with the county lines as the ‘GOV.Uk website’ estimates 14,500 children were identified as at risk or involved in exploitation in 2023/2024” but Stephenson also said in the video “we don’t want to criminalise young people and ruin their life chances” , although the policy in the U.K wants to tackle this issue they don't want to ruin the child's future according to stephenson this shows that although this was one of the key points that the U.K’s drug policy wanted to tackle, it is still difficult to tackle because the children would be sent to prison if caught drug dealing and with the prisons themself their is a drugs epidemic, as it is argued to be easier to get drugs in prisons than on the streets,  the video highlighted what they promised to change/implement with police and other areas yet some still have not been addressed like drugs in prisons as Stephenson said “throwing people into prison is not necessarily the best way of solving the problem particularly with high use of drugs in prison as well.   
In the video ‘Horsley’ states that “lots of our policies are based of ideology not evidence” , this is a bold statement to make in 2020 yet in 2025 this is still the case especially regarding to from harm to hope which is a 10 year drug plan that was passed in 2021 to try and create a recovery line for people addicted to prohibited substances, yet in 2025 there are no drug consumption rooms in England and Wales while Scottland has one and people can have their drugs tested to make sure its safe for consumption and can gather information on how many people do a certain drugs. 
In the video they also highlighted why people take drugs and not essentially seeing them as a criminal but a victim to trauma, for instance Douce said “many people I see at our legal surgeries every week have experienced some sort of childhood trauma/trauma as an adult” , this further reenforces the fact that the U.K drugs policy is failing by throwing people in prison is not helping the issue its further hindering their goals and not allowing them to have the help they need and re introducing them into U.K society.

b. You are also required to consider the recommendations that were proposed in the film and whether current UK Drug policy has implemented these. 
The U.K has implemented some of the recommendations that were proposed in the film like being harsher punishment on people with drugs/selling,  try find a solution for the drugs in prisons ,the amount of young people in the drugs market and the rise of county lines in the U.K creating a more organised drugs market/operation, while the policy main aims are to target U.K drug use by reducing drug related harm short and long term , changing publics perspective on people that use drugs trying to create more help for people that take drugs although Efthimion said that “ the harms I did to myself were increased after police involvement” this clearly shows that the individual does not trust police and that although they were trying to help this pushed the individual to further harm themself, there should be other people than the police that can cater to these people like drug consumption rooms or make group therapy more accessible to help these peoples trauma and stop them taking drugs , yet the U.K has made little work to make drug consumption rooms accessible as they are illegal because it goes against the drugs act 1971 , their goal was to also find out why these people take drugs yet Douse said “ without support network you can understand why people would start using drugs/alcohol” but the video also showed that there is a drug called meloxone that helps reverse the effects of an opioid overdose, according to GOV.UK “There have been 1,232 administrations of naloxone in the UK by the police between June 2019 and 30 December 2024” this was made one of the key points that has been seen in contemporary U.K society, they have also adopted an approach of multy agencies to tackle the drug epidemic known as project  A.D.D.E.R , they try to tackle local drug crime but parliament U.K said that “Illegal drug markets are not restricted to one local authority, nor are the movements of some people who use drugs, or those of many stakeholders, including police forces” , this shows that although project A.D.D.E.R sounds good on paper and has faced some success it is not tackling deeply imbedded crime gangs that are shipping drugs into the U.K , further supporting Woods statement that “ there is evidence of police activity but that does not necessarily mean there's evidence of reduced crime”.
The other recommendations proposed in the video was the issue of drugs in U.K prisons , like harm for hope to restrict the flow of drugs coming into prisons , yet Stephenson said in the video “throwing people into prisons is not the best solution due to the high use of drugs in prisons” , this indicates that although the drugs policy has tried to tackle this issue in contemporary U.K society they still struggle to change the nature of drugs in prisons/ the supply of drugs comming in and out with the development with air dropping drugs with drones, and more creative ways to smuggle it in. 

c. The final part of your presentation should summarise key areas that future drug policy within the UK should prioritise and why? 

The future drugs policy in the U.K should regard change to the 1971 misuse of drugs act, the video has clearly highlighted that the legislation has worked in some areas with from harm to hope,project A.D.D.E.R , police carrying meloxone, yet these solutions need to be put on a larger scale all across the U.K. The updated legislation should look at how to prevent harm done by catching children selling drugs as Horsleys point that “children are now seen being the front line drug dealers” ,  This should look at finding new methods to help the children leave that life, and eliminating the opportunities to take them back into a life of crime. A method that could be used to assist the harm for hope project is funding into multy organisations and educating people on what issues are going on in the U.K drugs epidemic and the neggative effects it has on society. 
Drugs in prison should also be a key area that an updated drugs policy should cover. There should be reserch into prisoners on why they take drugs is it from a “lack of support network – Douse" , they should also gather feedback from the prisoners on why they started taking drugs , was it trauma as a child/adult , stress of unemployment , socio-economic pressure , role models in the area pressuring them into taking drugs. 
Howard et,al states that “A growing prison population, an ageing population, staff shortages, and inmates’ drug misuse are some of the acute challenges for doctors trying to deliver high quality care in prisons” , this further puts an emphysis that the U.K needs a new drugs policy , as the overpopulation in prisons are a breeding ground for the explointation of a drugs market to these boreed and vunrable people.

The new/updated U.K drugs policy also needs to take in consideration that drug consumption rooms are a new method in scottland and are a potential method not only make a safer environment for people to take illicit sbstances, but also a method to restore trust in police and other drug enforcement agencies.
The drug consumption rooms should be prioritised for the new drugs policy as it is a visable effort and seen by the public that they are making an effort to help the ‘drug epidemic’ unlike policies like meloxone as people may nt know that police carry meloxone , or project A.D.D.E.R wont be as visable as the drug consumption rooms.
The drug consumption rooms could also deture people from using drugs in public areas , allowing the area to look cleaner , be safer and allowing that saftey branch and support network for the venerable people on drugs.
The final thing the new/updated drug policy in the U.K should aim for is tackling the people incharge of the organised crime groups , not the individual children from county lines , ‘gov.uk had statistics that 2,038 people’ were arrested in the county lines  jully 2024 to march 2025.
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Illegal drug markets are not restricted to one local authority, nor are the movements of some people who use drugs, or those of many stakeholders, including police forces. - (P.3 , Written evidence submitted by Transform (DRU0106) , https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/108945/pdf/ )

A growing prison population, an ageing population, staff shortages, and inmates’ drug misuse are some of the acute challenges for doctors trying to deliver high quality care in prisons. - https://www.proquest.com/docview/3081582810/fulltextPDF?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=e6%2Bh%2BorL18toy3Yn0bZfNZAGT3951zZSb0TqdUgWMEA%3D&pq-origsite=primo_ra&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals     - Howard, Sally.  BMJ : British Medical Journal (Online); London Vol. 386,  (Jul 16, 2024) (page 1.)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/child-criminal-exploitation-and-cuckooing-to-be-criminal-offences - Current estimates show that approximately 14,500 children were identified as at risk or involved in child criminal exploitation (CCE) in 2023 to 2024.

GOV.UK “There have been 1,232 administrations of naloxone in the UK by the police between June 2019 and 30 December 2024” - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation




-  “A notable exception is a steady rise in deaths from tramadol (154 in 2010-11). There has also been a rise in deaths from methadone (486), but over 97% of prescriptions for methadone in England are for treatment of opioid dependency rather than pain.”( Opioids in the UK: what's the problem?” - this information shows that although policies in the video talked about how they were going to reduce the amount of people taking prohibited substances and lower the levels of people overdosing, Cathys information shows this isnt the case and it is on the rise.
Stannard, Cathy.  BMJ : British Medical Journal (Online); London Vol. 347,  (Aug 15, 2013). DOI:10.1136/bmj.f5108
https://www.proquest.com/docview/1778063398?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=fCmgSQkYayQtDTMgh5bL6PUjGsR1lNFAV53VE63aP8c%3D&pq-origsite=primo_ra&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals)

Drug problems in the UK encompass a range of issues related to the widespread use and misuse of various illicit substances, including cannabis, cocaine, ketamine, and heroin. Despite legal penalties such as imprisonment for supply and possession, illicit drug use remains prevalent, with approximately 3.2 million adults aged 16 to 59 having used illicit drugs between 2018 and 2019, and a higher prevalence among younger adults aged 16 to 24, where one in five reported use. The consequences of drug misuse extend beyond individual health, impacting families, communities, and public services such as the NHS, police, and prison systems, with the annual cost to taxpayers estimated at nearly £22 billion. Drug-related deaths in England and Wales reached 4,859 in 2021, the highest recorded level, primarily driven by opiates like heroin . 1
(An ethical analysis of UK drug policy as an example of a criminal justice approach to drugs: a commentary on the short film Putting UK Drug Policy into Focus
Holland, Adam. Harm reduction journal. 2020.  

The 2020 Independent review of drugs by Dame Carol Black highlighted rising opioid misuse and overdose deaths in England and Wales, recommending expanded harm reduction measures, including wider naloxone availability. ------- important.......
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation  - author Ipsos UK authors Hattie Moyes, Dr Ammeline Wang, Isobel Martin, Nazifa Uddin, updated 24 september 2025
--- “There have been 1,232 administrations of naloxone in the UK by the police between June 2019 and 30 December 2024.”


· (10pm 7December I asked chatgpt “give me a brief summary of from harm to hope) - “Integrated support: Connects treatment with mental-health care, housing, employment, and family support.
· Crime reduction: Focuses on disrupting drug supply and reducing drug-related offending, especially through better support for people leaving prison.
· Workforce improvements: Invests in training and increasing the number of skilled staff across treatment services.
· Overall, it aims to improve recovery outcomes, save lives, and reduce the wider social harms linked to drugs.


Illegal drug markets are not restricted to one local authority, nor are the movements of some people who use drugs, or those of many stakeholders, including police forces. - (P.3 , Written evidence submitted by Transform (DRU0106) , https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/108945/pdf/ ) 
The 2020 Independent review of drugs by Dame Carol Black highlighted rising opioid misuse and overdose deaths in England and Wales, recommending expanded harm reduction measures, including wider naloxone availability.
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation/police-carriage-of-naloxone-process-evaluation  - author Ipsos UK authors Hattie Moyes, Dr Ammeline Wang, Isobel Martin, Nazifa Uddin, updated 24 september 2025
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County Lines Programme Taskforce results

The County Lines Programme Taskforces refer to the Metropolitan Police Service,
Merseyside Police, West Midlands Police, Greater Manchester Police and British

Transport Police.
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Drug related death rates in Europe (See credits for deail of data)
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