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Students are required to complete a 5000-word essay under the following titles:

[bookmark: _Hlk86855166]1000 words - Understanding the role of Constable/Maintaining Professional Standards

The professionalism in the police service and how it has developed throughout the years of policing in order to help shape today’s police force. Looking at how maintaining professional standards, how ethical and inclusive development has progressed and how the coaching and mentoring helps contribute to policing professionally in day to day policing. Looking at the code of ethics under section 39a of the police act 1996 and how that has changed and maintained policing standards. Also within policing practices there is also standards of professional behaviour which describe what is expected and without following both the code of ethics or professional behaviour this could lead to misconduct and dismissal hearings. The Neyroud Report in 2010 stated in order for policing to be effective it needed to move away from acting professional to making policing into a profession.

Pepper and McGrath (2020) suggest that currently there is not enough reflection in the police service and they suggest there is a clear link between reflecting and maintaining professional standards in the police. Pepper and McGrath (2020) went further into saying the College of Policing have developed the model Policing Education Qualification Framework (PEQF) in England and Wales which links “high level of knowledge and understanding to the performance of a police officer and the professional standards expected within policing” this implying that all parts of policing is made by having knowledge. In regards to the knowledge that the PEQF could give officers this will then synchronise with the fact that evidence based policing is all about knowledge also so this can practical be used in the world of policing and not just in the reflective pieces used in the PEQF. 

MacVean et al (2013) takes a different approach to making policing a profession by professionalising standards and also linking ethical policing to this also. MacVean et al (2013) understands how policing can be seen as having professional standards as the code of ethics outlines the “general principles of morality that apply in everyday life” and persons who are willing to satisfy the needs and interests which the code of ethics outline that this can be seen as maintaining professional standards. However MacVean et al (2013) also states that for policing to have professional status there needs to be a requirement for degree-level education and collecting knowledge from lengthy training. This supports Pepper and McGrath’s claims that PEQF will improve the police and also allow higher levels of knowledge from this. MacVean et al (2013) stated a further characteristic in order for maintaining professional standards is having a high degree of autonomy and professional discretion. The professional discretion is not based on set rules but on the officer ethical decision making and judgement and skill of the principles of policing. 

In 2014, the College of Policing introduced the code of ethics as its role as a professional body for policing. It is used as a transparent standards in order for everyone in policing to follow in order to have a mirror image of what is expected and to maintain professional standards. There are 9 policing principles outlined in the code of ethics as well as 10 standards of professional behaviour meaning if these are not followed this could lead to disciplinary action due to these policing principles and professional behaviour maintaining consistency between all persons involved in policing. 

In regards to one of the policing principles and also the standards of professional behaviour is integrity which is about honesty and having strong morals which is asked of a police officer and is what MacVean et al (2013) previously had stated in this essay about how morality is also in everyday life. . Klockars et al (2007) states that police integrity is the normative inclination among police to resist temptation to abuse rights meaning any breaches of honesty or integrity can lead to breaches of the code of ethics and can lead to misconduct hearings. According to the College of Policing (2015) the police have a certain department to deal with misconduct which are called the Professional Standards Department (PSD) and their role is maintain public trust and confidence in the police by investigating misconduct issues that need to be raised. However as stated by Prenzler (2009) some breaches of professional behaviour’s cannot always involve misconduct hearing and may meet the learning and management stage of issues where management give a warning and tries to find ways to intervene from doing this again. 

Roycroft and Roach (2019) imply that police officers when making a decision has to “blend together legal, moral and procedural demands” no matter how big or small a decision is. This is why the national decision model was put in place in order to have one cycle that will assist in making a decision and thinking about the legal, moral and procedural demands in this cycle and the consequences that could take place due to the decisions made (Roycroft and Roach, 2019). At the centre of the national decision model is the code of ethics which shows the importance of every decision made is based on following the code of ethics. 

To conclude, during this essay the discussion started with looking at how the code of ethics has changed policing and throughout it has explained how professional standards need to be maintained throughout day to day policing. Pepper and McGrath (2020) explained how there is a clear link between reflection and maintaining policing standards by also introducing the PEQF into England and Wales Police forces and how knowledge helps officers improve. MacVean et al (2013) looked at how making policing a profession and making officers have degree-level education is linked to having further knowledge and improving policing. MacVean et al (2013) research also evaluated about how professional discretion is used in making decisions and how that is linked to having the correct skills and knowledge. Also in this essay it was explained about the code of ethics and how if they aren’t adhered to then this can lead to misconduct hearing or other types of discipline in order to deal with certain situations.




























1000 words - Community/Response Policing/Policing roads/Conducting Investigations /Digital Policing

Community Policing is an integral part of policing and brings togetherness between the community and police to combat different crimes that happen in the area. Policing the community allows police to come up with different types of strategies and incentives to help engage the community into the policing work and to try and reduce the amount of crime in the area by using not only police resources but also the public and other partner agencies. Throughout this essay it will critically evaluate different strategies and initiatives and see if they have been effective and what the police are currently using. 

Miller et al (2017) states that community policing was first introduced in the 1980’s and they were testing out Goldstein’s problem-oriented approach to policing meaning moving from crime fighting to crime prevention. In regards to Goldstein’s Problem-Orientated Policing (POP) he regarded that the police needed to identify specific problems, dig deeper to understand the problem and think creatively about the best possible response (Goldstein, 1979). Goldstein (1979) stated after these actions, officers in the community should show high value to prevention action, responses that don’t wholly depend on the criminal side and alternatives that engage the community, other agencies and members of the general public. Goldstein (2018) stated the final stage is assessing the impact of the response and seeing if it was effective and fair. This approach is moving away from the reactive times of traditional policing and moving towards proactive by anticipating the problem and choosing a response rather than doing the same thing each time when a call comes in (Miller et al, 2017).

Scott and Clarke (2020) gave an example where Goldstein’s problem-orientated policing worked in London in 2006. The issue occurring in London was that sexual offences were taking place in illegal minicabs when looking closely into the matter. The problems that were identified was that there was no legal deterrent for this, the availability and low prices compared to black taxis, lack of awareness for the public of the potential risks to passengers. The response in regards to these issues was to raise public awareness, improve late-night travel services, provide the public with enhanced travel information and improve safety through greater regulation private hire vehicles. Scott and Clarke (2020) stated these actions resulted with sexual offence reduction and this is down to the partnership of Transport for London and the police and also setting up the initiative Safer Travel at Night (STAN). 

The College of Policing (2020) confirms that problem-orientated policing continues to be used in the police in order to centre one major purpose of policing which is to deal effectively with problems arising in the community that falls within the policing remit. The problem-orientated policing approach was developed by police and now operational as the SARA problem-solving model standing for scanning, analysis, response and assessment. This process is very similar to Goldsteins however it has slightly developed. The first stage is where the police will cluster similar events that are effecting and potentially harming the community. Following these findings, in the analysis stage, police will engage to better understand the underlying causes of these issues by using wide range of relevant data, information sources and analytical techniques. The response stage will be where they will be tailored to the problems and should concentrate on prevention rather than depending on the criminal justice system such as arrest and prosecution and should also involve further partner agencies in order for it not all being dependant on the police to resolve. The final stage which is the assessment stage is where the impact is evaluated and if not the response needed then the cycle can be started again or part of it in order to get the impact that was aimed for (College of Policing, 2020). Sidebottom and Tilley (2011) completed research in regards to 203 practitioners using different problem solving models and the outcome of this was that SARA came out on top as the best model. Sidebottom and Tilley (2011) stated Hampshire Constabulary, England, created PRIME which stands for Problem Resolution in Multiagency Environments but everything is the same as SARA and even states that SARA is still the preferred model. 

South Wales Police force continue to provide a community policing approach even through the Covid 19 pandemic and social distancing restrictions. In order to combat this South Wales Police moved away from traditional face to face engagement and instead temporally replaced it with “virtual community conversations” whereby communication was still accessible for most while also sticking to the local rules of the pandemic. These conversations included speaking about crime and anti-social behaviour-related issues around the local area and engaging on where and how it is taking place. This was completed by the online platform “Zoom” and a further initiative was called “young voices conversation” which allows persons between 11 and 25 years old to share issues and concerns they have in their local community (Police and Crime Commissioner, 2021). This shows when an obstacle gets in the way of community policing, solutions can be made and initiatives in place in order to combat these and allow the community to voice issues in order for police and partner agencies to try and resolve the issues raised. 

To conclude, during this essay it has explained how community policing had started in the 1980’s by Goldstein’s problem-orientated approach and how it moved to being a crime prevention instead of crime fighting. Goldstein’s approach was explained and then Scott and Clarke (2020) gave an example in London form 2006 where sexual offences were taking place in illegal minicabs and how community policing using Goldstein’s theory and how the response of police and partner agencies helped improve the numbers to continue to decrease. The essay then explained how College of Policing (2020) still use Goldstein’s theory but has also developed into the SARA problem-solving model and how research from Sidebottom and Tilley (2011) showed that SARA is the best model to use. Finally, the essay looked at how South Wales Police community policing took place in the Covid 19 pandemic by using zoom and virtual conversations. 
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1000 words - Information and Intelligence/Communication Skills
Critically evaluate the methods used by police in gathering information and intelligence, how information contributes to the ‘tasking and coordinating’ process and how information and intelligence is communicated. 


Communication is an important part of policing not only from the police alone but also from further persons in and around the police service whether that is partner agencies or members of the public. The communication from the public and partner agencies can help the police gather information and intelligence on persons of interest, places, vehicles and several other important parts that will help police act on the information and intelligence and reduce crime. The information collected by police will then go through a tasking and coordinating process while also finding out how reliable it is. 

Police collect information that they believe is required for policing purposes. The policing purpose allows the collection, recording, evaluation, sharing and retention of information while including information such as protecting life and property or bringing offenders to justice. According to College of Policing (2015) tasked information is where the information concerns problems or subjects that have been identified by the intelligence requirement and the sources could be CCTV systems or internal or external databases. 

Government (2021) states that intelligence is gathered using the classification 3x5x2 model. This model explains each part of how the intelligence is evaluated and disseminated. The first part of the model is the source evaluation which is reliable, not tested or unreliable showing if the person, technical, scientific or forensic source is reliable or not used before. The second part of the model is the intelligence evaluation where this determines how good the intelligence is and whether it is false or not. It is separated into 5 different types these are known directly to the source, known indirectly to the source but corroborated, known indirectly to the source, not known or suspected to be false. The final stage is about the dissemination and can be argued that it is the most important stage. This final stage is about how the intelligence is shared as it needs to be weighed what potential risk it has if shared to persons. The two disseminations are lawful sharing permitted or lawful sharing permitted with conditions meaning specific handling instructions for the information.

Custers (2016) looked at how intelligence led policing can help shape future policing and how much of a core intelligence based policing is. Custers (2016) examined intelligence based policing and divided it into two categories of gathering information and processing it into intelligence and then acting on the intelligence. The first part outlines how its important using a range and types of information for example neighbourhood’s, social media and financial and how the police but most importantly the analysts, change this into intelligence and then that will depend on the police actions. Custers (2016) gave an example of how intelligence and information can be different. Custers implies a drone acting on information will be used to record a surrounding area or listen to activity and this will be used to gain knowledge and it may effect person’s behaviour. Custer’s states if intelligence is acted upon this is where the information has been analysed, verified and put together with other information from other sources and the drone will be used as an extension of human tools like being used to produce light to influence a person’s behaviour. 

An important stage of policing intelligence is the tasking and coordinating part of it. According to Mitchell and Casey (2007) they stated tasking and coordinating intelligence in policing has changed as there has been an increased vision on international policing and counter terrorism more so after the Sydney 2000 Olympics where improvements were outlined. One of the main issues found by Mitchell and Casey (2007) is the way the intelligence is tasked and coordinated amongst different law enforcement agencies and this in turn has a knock on effect with the decision making process at all levels as the persons tasking and coordinating are not linking the intelligence to the decision making. Etter and Palmer (1995) supports this and states there’s got to be better organisation planning and strategic intelligence being linked to this. Both arguments are stating that there is issues with planning and decision making due to the tasking and coordination intelligence however they were more than 10 years apart and still not enough has been completed to make sure that intelligence is supporting enough of the decision making. 

Albrecht and Heyer (2021) implies a key component to deployment of police officers is the tasking and coordinating stage of intelligence. This stage allows deployment decisions to ber intelligence-led. Consequently this allows the decision making process be set by national, district and area priorities and the assigning of tasks. The main positive influence with a good tasking and coordinating of intelligence allows the process to be proactive and forward-looking approach on longer term outcomes and solutions to problems that could be taken place in the communities. 

To conclude, during this essay it explained the importance on how the police collect information for policing purposes and also how the process works. It also explained how the information past could concern problems or subjects of interest. The essay also explained how that when intelligence is gathered it is put in the classification of a 3x5x2 model which allows the intelligence to be evaluated and disseminated. Custers (2016) explained how intelligence led policing is helping future policing be shaped and stated the intelligence based policing is into two categories which are gathering information and then processing it into intelligence. Custers (2016) then gave an example of when both categories can be used. Following this, Mitchell and Casey (2007) gave information on how policing intelligence uses tasking and coordinating and how important it is and how it has failed as Etter and Palmer supported this argument also. Finally it was explained how deployment of police officers were dependant on the tasking and coordinating stage of intelligence and that this will determine the decision making process whether it is local, national and will help with the long term outcomes and helping the communities.
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1000 words - Public Protection
Critically evaluate police strategies for dealing with public protection incidents considering the impact of abuse on victims, the impact personal attitudes and values on the investigative process and the association between Serious and Organised Crime groups and public protection issues. 

The main aim for policing is to protect and preserve life and because of this, public protection measures are put in place not only from the police but working with partner agencies in order to make sure members of the public that come in contact with the police have the right protection in place so they aren’t at their most vulnerable. Looking at the public protection does not stop when a call has taken place to police but is most importantly the aftermath whether there is an investigation going on or not. The difficulties for police is when organised crime is involved due to it being more difficult to protect the public when police are unable to track what actions are taking place by them. Police work is to focus on victims and to be guided by what they want however the police have a duty of care to make sure the victim is safe.  

There is many crimes that can take place against persons and will affect them in different ways and will impact their lives not only short term but also long term. Davis et al (2013) looked at the impact of abuse when the victim is a child and stated that when it originally takes place the child will act out by becoming aggressive and cruel behaviour as a coping mechanism. Furthermore, Davis et al (2013) stated the psychological effects of childhood sexual abuse may cause multiple sexual partners, suicide attempts and that this will lead into adulthood where the child will be more likely be alcohol abuse, eating disorders, depression, and problems in forming relationships, education underachievement and underemployment. Ruback and Thompson (2001) supports Davis et al (2013) impacts of crime, however in addition states that although the victim will feel these effects it will also effect the victim’s family and friends, their neighbourhood and the larger society if applicable and that they may need protecting as they are supporting the victim of these crimes so this is when the wider community needs protecting and not just the victim. 

When being a victim of crime the police service must follow the codes of practice victims of crime (Government, 2021). These codes include being given a service of support for victims and the support must be tailored to the victim’s needs. According to the Government (2021) they can be referred to specialist support services and additional support provided for court for example special measures to make sure it is comfortable for them in court. This is key for police to follow as a key strategy in keeping the victim close to the investigation so they feel that they are at the centre of the investigation and they are the priority. One key referral South Wales Police make is to Victim Support which a charity organisation and provide specialist support for people to help them cope and try to recover from the events of the crime (Victim Support, 2021). South Wales Police (2021) state when a crime has been reported and the investigation is moving forward an investigation officer will be assigned to contact the victim during the investigation about updates, if a statement is required and if they need to ask the victim questions. South Wales Police (2021) state if the case goes to court then they will refer the victim to the witness care unit which is part of the police to guide through the steps of court. This shows through an investigation there are many different support networks within and outside of the police and if any help is required throughout the investigation there is plenty of options. 

In South Wales Police when an officer believes there to be safeguarding concerns no matter how small they are required to submit a Public Protection Notification (PPN). A PPN is an information sharing document which allows police officers to record safeguarding concerns and should be completed 24 hours after the incident or crime has taken place (South Wales Police, 2021). When sharing the PPN this will then go to the public protection unit (PPU) to review the PPN and to see if it meets the criteria for partner agencies to get involved with helping with protecting the person. When the person it has been submitted for declines support the PPN will still be submitted and can be shared if there is a high risk of issues reoccurring. 

One main issue when trying to protect the public for the police is to combat organised crime groups and the way they will use the most vulnerable. According to Stiftung and Schönenberg (2014) organised and serious crime groups are a serious threat to international human security. Stiftung and Schönenberg (2014) imply that organised and serious crime groups that the country has failed at providing basic public needs in the form of health, education and justice making it easier for exploitation due to the organised crime groups filling that void. This meaning these groups will pray on the most vulnerable in order to get what they want. However it is difficult for these individuals as it is a dynamic network and will go move between nations in order for evidence-gathering to become a lot more difficult and therefore no protection for the person’s they are exploitation because of this. 

To conclude, this essay has explained the affects for victims of crime through Davis et al (2013) and Thompson (2001) giving the short and long term effects for victims and how it effects persons around them also which in turn will effect protection for the victim. Following this, the essay it was explained about the codes of practice for victims of crime and how different partner agencies can be contacted by the victim in order to help move on from the crime and more specifically Victim Support. Furthermore it was explained what a public protection notification report was used for by police and how submitting this will notify other partner agencies if there are safeguarding concerns. Finally this essay explained the link between organised crime and the difficulty with protecting the public. 
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1000 words - Evidence based policing/criminology and crime prevention/criminal Justice
Critically analyse the concept of evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing evaluating crime prevention theories and strategies and considering the options open to reduce re offending. 


Evidence based policing has become the forefront of policing in recent years and has allowed policing and the forces within, to use different knowledge from different areas to adapt ways in which to reduce the criminality. This in turn allows crime to be reduced and allows other forces to use ways that work rather than trying out different things that have no evidence in working. The crime prevention theories that are used will also help deter crime but also working with offenders to make sure they do not re-offend is just as important for them and also the community they are living in. 

Evidence is known in policing terms as having physical evidence, however since evidence based policing (EBP) has been introduced this is more about research evidence meaning looking at different things and analysing if they have worked or will work (Mitchell et al, 2018). College of Policing (2021) implies EBP is an “approach that police officers and staff work with academics and other partners to create, review and use the best available evidence” consequently meaning that EBP is about the police working with others to get the best way to solve a problem and where there is facts that it worked for other forces. Sherman (1998) supports the College of Policing definition and went further to say it’s about “implement guidelines” in order to improve the objectives set by police forces or communities. Mitchell et al (2018) states that the best available evidence that is used in evidence based policing can depend on the research that is needed so it could be quantitative, qualitative or mixed methodological approaches used to answer the policing problem. McGuire et al (2021) states that evidence based policing is used in order to question and challenge existing practices and see if the same objective can be completed more efficiently in other ways. 

McGuire et al (2021) gave an example of where evidence based policing was used to help reduce criminality, more so violent crime, in the night time economy. McGuire et al (2021) stated they were looking at specific location but no review had ever been focussed on the location however several reviews had taken place in regards to issues with crime and safety in the night time economy. For example, one of the reviews that took place was Jones et al (2011) where he looked at reducing harm in drinking environment, this study found that multi component program with community mobilisation, bar staff training and stricter licencing laws helped the night time economy in this instance. McGuire et al (2021) stated after reviewing all similar studies to the night time economy it was concluded that a multilevel interventions was the best way to greater a chance at success. This included engagement from various stakeholders in the night time economy including owners and licence holders sharing the objectives of police to “bring down crime in the night time economy, maintain environmental standards, provide staff training and adhere to the provisions of the law” and because of this it is more likely that the levels of violence will reduce rather than places who do not follow this. The findings from this EBP approach was that police deployment needed to be different in the night time economy and a relationship between the police, nightclub owners and licencing became more prominent and togetherness help reduce the crime in the area. The nightclubs used a system called Scannet which scans ID cards before entering a nightclub and this not only helped reduce crime in the night time economy but also led to more serious crimes such as rape suspects being solved and being brought to justice. However McGuire et al (2021) did state that the actions had a mixed effect due to people not reporting crimes if there was a likelihood that the suspect would not be identified or prosecuted. 

Crime prevention has been taking place since as early as 1636 where towns were implementing community based policing by completing a watch and ward system where persons would take it in turns to watch over the town to try and keep the towns as safe as possible (Schneider, 2014). Relating back to earlier in regards to crime prevention, when the clubs are closed there is a bus to leave immediately so that there is not big alcohol induced crowds in the street at the end of the night. This allows to move and separate people before they become a problem. 

Another part of crime prevention is to reduce the amount of reoffending. Leukefeld et al (2011) researched about what had been proven to reduce the amount of reoffending and stated the best method is to rehabilitate offenders by both “effective substance abuse and mental health treatment services” and also “effective use of graduated incentives and sanctions to extract behavioural change” meaning giving reward for good behaviour and punishment for bad behaviour. Leukefeld et al (2011) gives a clear link between mental health problems, substance misuse and being involved in criminality and this is clearly the way to target to get those persons away from that lifestyle. 

To conclude, during this essay it was explained the meaning and importance of evidence based policing and how Mitchell et al (2018), College of Policing (2021) and Sherman (1998) had all had similar meaning for evidence based policing but also added some detail academically on how the objectives are implemented by the police forces and communities. This essay then went into detail about an example from McGuire et al (2021) of how to reduce criminality within the night time economy using evidence based policing. McGuire et al (2021) gave many examples of similar focusses that were completed and how reviewing these theories helped reduce the crime rate by multi-level interventions and also partnership working with other agencies. This essay also showed that crime prevention had been around since 1636 but has developed a lot since then and how rehabilitating previous offenders can help them not reoffend if they have the correct support in place to move forward in their life. 
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