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Reading Festival



Alice Walker- Everyday Use
Themes/Words associated:
• Nature
• Body confidence/image
• Family
• Heritage
• Civil rights
• Love 
• Superiority

Alice Walker is a black American novelist and social activist.



Angela Carter- The Company of Wolves
Themes/Words associated:
• Danger
• Hunger
• Death
• Punishment
• *Metamorphosis*
• Fear

Photographic ideas:
• Look at metamorphosis and 

transformation through makeup

Angela Carter was an English writer known for her feminist, magical realism work.



Margeret Atwood- Happy Endings
Themes/words associated:
• Love
• Relationships
• Depression
• Death
• Suicide

Margaret Atwood is a Canadian writer, environmental activist best 
known for writing The Handmaid’s Tale.



Ken Liu- Paper Menagerie
Themes/words associated:
• Inspiration
• Rejection
• *Family*
• *Heritage*
• Immigration
• Love 
• Guilt
• Racism
• Death
• Regret

Photographic Ideas:
• Look at my family heritage and 

create photos based around 
that.

Ken Liu is an American writer who has won multiple Hugo Awards 
for his writing with Paper Menagerie winning a Hugo award, the 
Nebula award and the World Fantasy award (Liu, n.d).



Photographic Ideas;
Look at my family heritage: 
• Interview/speak to my grandparents about our family history and take photos whilst talking to them. 
• Take photos of the different objects we have that relate to our family.

Look at metamorphosis:
• Photograph makeup/clothes.
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Martin Zalba
Martin Zalba is a music composer and a photographer 
and is trying to merge the two. Zalba looks at still life a 
lot, particularly as he draws and paints too.
I find his still life work quite inspirational for my work, 
because I want to take still life photographs of objects 
that show my family heritage.
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Silvia Rosi
Silvia Rosi studied BA Photography at London College of 
Communication and got her degree in 2016 (Silvia Rosi, n.d). 
Rosi looks at her family and heritage and explores them using 
self portraits where she acts as her mother/father. 
I find Rosi’s photographs really influential for this task since I 
plan to look at my own family and heritage, and has given me 
some ideas photographically.
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Information from artist 
talk on 3/2/21



Sally Mann
Sally Mann mainly focused on photographing her young kids, 
and is most famous for doing so. Mann has recieved a number of 
awards for her photography including National Endowment for 
the Arts (Sally Mann, n.d).
I find looking at Sally Mann’s work quite inspirational for this 
project since I want to look at photographing my family.
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Documents of my family history;



Continued



I like the way the light 
hits him in these 
photos

Contact sheets:



I like the way the 
backdrop falls behind 
the cups

I am happy with the 
composition of the 
cups and the lighting 
in this image



I’m happy with the 
composition of the 
medals and the 
statue in these 
images

I like the way the 
light falls on the 
backdrop in these 
images



Experiments





Evaluation
On the whole I quite enjoyed working on The Reading Festival because I have always enjoyed looking back on my family history and talking 
about it with my family, and this project allowed me to look furhter into it. I am pleased with the outcome and think my images work well 
together, though I think I should have experimented more whilst editing and taking the photos as I think it could have made the images 
more eye catching. I am happy that I decided to step out of my comfort zone and away from black and white photography because I think 
it works well for the theme of family and history I was going for. 
After first reading the short stories for this unit I struggled thinking of strong images that related to the themes that I found within the 
stories. Once I had read the stories again I became more and more interested in The Company of Wolves by Angela Carter and Paper 
Menagerie by Ken Liu. Whilst reading The Company of Wolves kept coming back to the idea of metamorphosis which made me want to 
look at photographing makeup and how makeup changes appearance, however, I am not the best at makeup so I was going to ask my 
friend if she would model for me but due to lockdown I was unable to do this idea. Paper Menagerie made me think of themes 
surrounding family and heritage, and I quite liked the idea of looking at my own family and heritage because I have always known my 
family has an interesting history and heritage. 
I originally wanted to look at how my grandad’s family came over to Swansea from Belgium but I struggled thinking of ideas for photos so I 
looked more into the family, and I saw that my grandad’s dad was a boxer during the war and was really good at it too, so I thought that 
would be fascinating to look into. From the start of my idea of looking at my great grandad and his boxing I knew I wanted to take photos 
whilst talking to my grandad about him. I also planned on photographing the cups and medals that he won in my garden using a bed sheet 
as a backdrop of the objects because I quite like the texture that it creates in photos, however, due to bad weather I had to improvise and 
do it inside, which I think worked well but it wasn’t what I had originally in mind. I tried combining the documents that I had scanned with 
the photos I took but I felt they didin’t work and the photos looked better on their own. When editing the photos I knew I wanted to step 
away from black and white and use colour instead, because I wanted to show the colour of the medals and cups which I think shows the 
age of them quite well.



References
Brindt, T., n.d. Martin Zalba- Photographer of the week. [Blog] 1x 
Magazine, Available at: <https://1x.com/blog/permalink/7913> 
[Accessed 30th January 2021].

Liu, K., n.d. About. [online] Ken Liu, Writer. Available at: 
<https://kenliu.name/about/#more-2> [Accessed 25 January 2021].

Mann, S., n.d. ABOUT — Sally Mann. [online] Sally Mann. Available 
at: <https://www.sallymann.com/new-page> [Accessed 30 January 
2021].

Rosi, S., n.d. Information — Silvia Rosi. [online] Silviarosi.com. 
Available at: <https://silviarosi.com/Information> [Accessed 3 
February 2021].

List of Figures
• Figure 1. Makeup, (2020) Accessed from 

http://www.jefftse.com/makeup/ughaucxu2l7ftt97y357gikm
42lltn [Accessed on 25th January 2021].

• Figure 2. Self Portrait as My Father, (2019) Accessed from 
https://griotmag.com/en/people-photography-silvia-rosi-
studio-portrait/ [Accessed on 3rd February 2021].

• Figure 3. After The Walk, (undated) Accessed from 
https://annaosbornevrj.blogs.lincoln.ac.uk/2015/10/05/mart
in-zalba/ [Accessed on 30th January 2021)].

• Figure 4. Unnamed, (2020), Accessed from 
https://phroommagazine.com/silvia-rosi/ [Accessed on 3rd 
February 2021]

• Figure 5. Self Portrait as my mother in school uniform (2016) 
Accessed from https://griotmag.com/en/people-
photography-silvia-rosi-studio-portrait/ [Accessed on 3rd 
February 2021].

• Figure 6. Candy Cigarette (1989) Accessed from 
https://www.pixelle.co/sally-mann/ [Accessed on 30th 
January 2021].

• Figure 7. Jessie in the wind (1989) Accessed from 
https://www.houkgallery.com/artists/41-sally-
mann/works/53946-sally-mann-jessie-in-the-wind-1989/ 
[Accessed on 30th January 2021].

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

