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PROJECT RESEARCH Approval Form (Ethics)

Have you considered whether there are any problematic ‘ethical issues’ in your proposed research project?  If not, you really should talk to your Course Tutor or Supervisor to discuss if there are any issues you need to address. 

If you have already completed an ‘Ethics Approval Form’ within your Faculty/School, you do not need to complete this form. However, you haven’t considered the ethics issues in your proposal, you need to complete this form. 

Not all details necessarily apply to your area of study, so you may leave some boxes blank, but do try and complete it as fully as you can. All sections deal with potential ethical issues which need careful consideration before you commence your research, to ensure you deal with them properly (in accordance with the law, for example). You may find it easier to complete the form with assistance from your tutor/supervisor. 

	Name:
	Daniel Hriscu

	Project/Research Title:
	Management System for Voluntary Sports Clubs

	Name of Supervisor:
	Nouh Elmitwally

	School/Dept.
	

	Faculty:
	

	Proposed Start Date:
	01.10.2025
	End Date:
	28.05.2026


1. Summary of planned research please indicate briefly below the purpose of your planned project/research, together with your aims, main research questions and research design – you can continue onto a separate sheet if necessary

	Goal: To build and testing the "RJK Portal," a web tool designed to cut the administrative grind and make legal compliance less of a nightmare for volunteers.
Key Questions: Can modern, low-cost web tech really solve the niche problems of a local sports club? Will a custom-built, GDPR-compliant system reduce the paperwork burden? How does it feel to use? We'll see if it's more usable (via the System Usability Scale) than the generic tools clubs are stuck with now.
How We're Doing It: The approach is part-build, part-test (Design Science/Action Research). The portal itself is built with Next.js 15 and Supabase. We're testing it three ways:
Tech: Is it fast and stable? (via Sentry performance monitoring)

Human: Do people find it usable? (via UAT and usability surveys)

Legal: Is it compliant? (via manual GDPR and PCI audits)

A Quick Note on Data Safety

We are using zero real personal data in testing. All participants were instructed to use fictional data. Payment testing uses Stripe's sandbox mode, and all test data will be permanently wiped within 7 days of the UAT finishing.


2. Methodology you need to be clear about the methodology you intend to use in your study; this could include any number of methods, so either tick those shown below (where appropriate) or put the details in the box marked *

	 
	Interviews
	
	Participant Observation
	 
	Use of personal data

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Focus groups
	
	Questionnaire
	 x
	Literature Review

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance
	
	Presentation
	x
	Other (state below)*


	User Acceptance Testing (UAT) with System Usability Scale (SUS) + Application Performance Monitoring (Sentry APM)


3. Participants - Does your proposed project/research involve human participants?

	
	1. Yes, as a primary source*
	
	2. Yes, as a secondary source*
	x
	No- go to section 4


*If you have ticked yes, you are likely to need an Advanced CRB check before undertaking your study

If yes, indicate who your participants are:

	
	Early years/Pre-School children
	
	Adults - give details below

	
	
	

	
	School age children
	
	Vulnerable people - give details below

	
	
	

	
	Young People aged 17-18
	

	
	
	

	
	Unknown at this stage
	


4. Other Ethical issues (tick all that may apply to your research)

	
	Administration of drugs incl. alcohol 
	
	Deprivation

	
	
	
	

	
	Unpleasant stimuli in any manner or form
	
	Active deception or withholding information

	
	
	
	

	
	Collection of highly personal information
	
	Payment


5. Are there any ethical concerns other than those listed above?

	None applicable



6. If there are any ethical concerns, please state how you intend to minimise any risk of harm or distress that could be caused

	None applicable


You should enclose the research proposal form, together with any materials (e.g. questionnaire, interview schedule) when submitting this form to your tutor/supervisor.

Student Signature: Daniel Hriscu                                                                 Date: 11.11.2025
**********************************************************************************

Supervisor’s Signature: Nouh Elmitwally                                                    Date: 11.11.2025
	
	Ethics clearance given at  Faculty Level

	
	

	
	Clearance not given at Faculty level – forwarded for discussion at the next meeting of the University Ethics Committee.   Details below:

	
	

	Comments:




	Chair’s Initials
	
	Date
	


Details on this form will be always be dealt with in accordance with the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. The completed form will be retained on the student’s file after approval (for audit purposes) and may be forwarded firstly to the Faculty Board and thereafter to the University Ethics Committee for a discussion of the issues highlighted.
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