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I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work.
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide as evidence.

Presentation script for Initial Child Protection Conference.
My name is Samantha Wilson, and I am the police officer involved in this case. As stated by GOV (2016) as a police officer it is our role to promote and protect the welfare of the child and to ensure that they are protected from abuse. Foster (2024) outlines the duty placed on the police, both by the Children Act 1989 and the amended Children Act 2004, that is a duty to investigate and work with a range of other agencies to ensure that all children are safeguarded so although the concerns initially raised were regarding Daniel, we also have a duty of care to safeguard his younger sister Emily. As police officers we do have a duty to protect both children and vulnerable adults however, as highlighted by UNICEF (2019) in Article 3 of the UNCRC, our main priority is what is in the best interest of the child and therefore, all decisions and actions must reflect this. Also, as stated in Article 19, we must do our best to ensure that the children are protected from violence, abuse, neglect and any ill treatment from their parents or carers. 
Our police reports indicate that there has been one incident of domestic violence reported at the property where Daniel and Emily live with their mother, our officers were called to their home as a neighbour had overheard shouting and what was described as loud thuds which they believed to be objects being thrown. By the time the officer on duty had arrived the situation appeared to have calmed down as no noises were heard as they approached the property, but the officer did note that recycling bags outside of the house were filled with various empty alcohol containers. Mam's partner answered the door, he appeared calm, but it was evident that he was under the influence of alcohol, we were invited into the living area which was described by the officer as being very unkempt. Mam was sat down on the sofa at this time, it was clear that she had been crying before they arrived and she appeared what they described as a ‘little shaken’ so it was difficult to tell if she was also under the influence of alcohol, when asked about the children they informed us that both children were asleep in their beds. However, we were concerned that the children were at home during this incident and as previously mentioned the children have witnessed previous arguments between Mam and her partner. I think we would all agree that although the children appeared to be asleep during this incident we cannot be sure that they were completely oblivious to what was going on and the full extent of what they witnessed.
As stated by the ICO (2024), data protection law allows us to share information when it is necessary to safeguard children and, in circumstances where not sharing information can be more harmful and affect children's wellbeing. After this incident we conducted enhanced background checks on both mam and her partner, nothing was flagged for Mam. However, it did inform us that her new partner has had a history of domestic violence with his ex-partner and as she had a child it did result in a marker being placed at that home and it also resulted in a restraining order against the partner which remains in place.
Although in all recorded incidents no allegations of physical abuse were made, as stated by GOV (2024), the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 emphasizes that domestic abuse does not only refer to physical violence, but it can also be emotional abuse amongst other categories. 
As we are part of Operation Encompass, we were legally obliged to notify Daniels school of this incident as thy highlight, early intervention is key in these situations, and we need to work together to break the cycle. (Operation Encompass, 2024). As the Laming report also highlights, there can be dire consequences when services have failed to intervene, referring to the case of Victoria Climbie, and he also stresses the importance of effective multi agency working in safeguarding children as by working together, they can gain the best insight into the child and their home life. (The Lord Laming, 2009). Munro (2011) also brings focus to early intervention and our duty to recognise and respond when children are being abused or neglected. It is also our duty to offer families the support they need to provide better outcomes using a child-centered system.
HM Government (2023) guidance for Working Together to Safeguard Children states that the child’s welfare is paramount, and it is our duty to respond to their needs and to prevent abuse from escalating. Therefore, considering the incident that has been mentioned and the partners history of domestic abuse, combining this with the concerns that have been raised during this conference, I would say that both children are at risk of suffering significant harm if interventions are not put into place and I would suggest that both Daniel and Emily require a child protection plan. 
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