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In this essay I am going to write about the Scouts organisation.  Scouts are a youth organisation for boys and girls aged 10 – 14 however young people can join Beavers or Cubs if they are not old enough to join. Once they have turned 14 they will move on to Explorer Scouts.  Scouts were set up by “Lord Robert Baden –Powell of Gilwell” (www. Scouts.org.uk). Lord Baden – Powell started the Scouts organisation because “He had been impressed during the siege at how boys had used their initiative under pressure to make themselves useful and capitalize on limited resources. Already thinking of developing a training programme for young people Britain, he was urged by friends to re-write his handbook for soldiers (Aids to Scouting) for this younger audience.” (www.scouts.org.uk). 
“In 1907 he held an experimental camp on Brownsea Island, Poole, Dorset, to try out his ideas. He brought together 20 boys, some from public schools and some from working class homes, and put them into camp under his leadership” (www.scouts.org.uk)  then a year later “Scouting for Boys was published in 1908 in six fortnightly parts at 4p a copy. Sales of the book were enormous and boys soon formed themselves into Scout Patrols.” (www.scouts.org.uk). Today there are over “400,000 young people in the UK” (www.scouts.org.uk) that attend Scouts. 
Scouts progress by collect badges and awards which helps young people to form new interests.  For example Scouts can collect badges such as “Climbing badges” this is where Scouts will undertake “ A series of four climbing sessions which aim to develop personal climbing skills, learn how to use climbing equipment, improve safety of the climber and others and consider environmental impacts.” (Scouts training and event guide 2013). Other things Scouts can do are awards such as “Outdoor Challenge Award” this is “A two night camp based around traditional Scouting skills with the chance to try out some on –site activities” (Scouts training and event guide 2013) other awards Scouts can do a “RYA Start Sailing Stage 1 or 2 Award” this is where Scouts will undertake a “Two day course that follows the National Governing Body syllabus” (Scouts training and event guide 2013).  “There are over 200 activities” (www.scouts.org.uk) for scouts to try. 
The Scouts have a role model which is Bear grylls who is the Chief Scout of the Scout Organisation all Scouts aspire to be like him. Each year Scouts hold camps all over the UK and work alongside Scout organizations from all over the world. 
I think that Scouts is a great idea for young people because it gives them the chance to try new opportunities and to try new activities which they might not be able to do if they weren’t in the Scouts. I also believe that it gives young people necessary skills for life and builds confidence and character.    
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