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Supporting paper
Social housing policy makes housing affordable for everyone.  It provides housing for those who are experiencing hardship. 
In 1890 ‘The Housing of The Working Classes Act’ was introduced.  This encouraged local authorities to improve housing for hardship families. Three years later the London County Council had built their first council estate.  During 1930 a housing Act introduced by the labour government implemented the clearing of slums and, building of new homes for people with low-income.
In 1942 The Beveridge Report lead to the foundation of the welfare state which resulted in a plan for a mass housing programme. 
In 1951 the conservatives manifesto included high-rise flats to lower homelessness. 16 years later one of the main buildings had partially collapsed due to a gas explosion.  British standards created a new structural design, where concrete designs were introduced to prevent another disaster on this scale occurring again.
In 1977 the Housing Act made local authorities house homeless.  
By 1979, 40% of the population were living in local authority housing authority. 
From 1980’s-2013, new homes built by local authorities has decreased, but by housing associations has fluctuated. Private enterprise has increased to 2008 but fell drastically 2013.
An incident of failed social housing would be fire safety.  Grenfell Tower fire earlier this year, 2017 will be used as an example for our work.  The Grenfell Tower was built in 1974.  In 2016 the council added cladding to the sides of the building to improve its appearance. (Griffin, 2017).  The cladding was a low-cost way of improving the look of the block flats, but this seems to have been the main cause of the fire spread. (Davies, Connolly and Sample, 2017).  Booth and Grierson (2017) argue that the cladding used was £2 cheaper per square meeting and an investigation of the supplier has confirmed that this was the flammable version of the two available types of cladding.  According to Booth and Grierson the ‘housing bosses’ knew that the materials chosen were flammable, but chose cost over safety.  Under the regulatory reform (fire safety) order act 2005, any risks from external cladding should be identified and risk assessed.  (Holland et al 2016).  It took 24 hours and 40 fire engines to get the fire under control.  This meant that more people were trapped in the building for longer, which resulted in more deaths.  Abbott (2017) states that Theresa May has admitted that the initial response was not good enough and that this is the culmination of years of Tory cuts and neglect.  This suggests that the Conservative Government have made cuts in the wrong areas and neglected certain communities. Pasha-Robinson (2017) and Peck states between 2009-10 and 2014-15, local government funding was cut by 20.4%.
There were many effects on the service users after the fire, and the effects are the same for all social housing association failings.  According to the newspaper article published by Booth and Rawlinson (2017) both state that Sajid Javid who is the communities’ minister informed MP’s in October of 2017 that since the fire at Grenfell Tower only, 10 households have been found permanent homes, and 44 have found temporary homes by the local council, that’s four months after the fire.  Sajid Javid quoted ‘listen very carefully to what each family wants, what they say their needs are and to move at their pace’.  Many tenants are still staying in emergency accommodation and hotels.  He also added that the council is aiming to make sure that nobody will be in these emergency accommodations by December 2017.  Another problem the council is facing is that many of the tenants are unwilling to help with the investigation into rehousing because of their immigration circumstances which might lead to them being deported from the country.  Effects of failed social housing can cause major impacts into people’s lives, it can cause depression which in ‘rough’ areas can lead to drug and alcohol misuse.  The children in these areas often grow up copying the behaviours of those who were older.  
There are many pieces of legislation in place to ensure the safety of tenants living within a social housing setting.  Some of these are; The housing act 2004.  This act covers most things needed within the housing associations.  There are seven sections to this act.  Each of these sections covers a lot of other parts.  The seven sections are called; Housing conditions, licensing of houses in multiple occupations, selective licensing of other residential accommodation, additional control provisions in relation to residential accommodation, home information packs, other provisions about housing, and supplementary and final provisions.  Another piece of legislation is the prevention of social housing fraud act 2013.  This piece of legislation is self-explanatory.
Safety failures that were found after Grenfell Tower implemented a big change for the rest of social housing as the realisation of their very costly mistake.  After the fire at Grenfell Tower the government set out new safety test measures, to test the cladding with aluminium type panels on all properties that are owned by social housing society’s and housing associations.  They chose to do this to ensure the safety of all their residents, by removing the cheap cladding, and put up the more expensive cladding that is not flammable and is a lot safer.  Another change to provide safety for residents, any buildings taller than eighteen metres high above ground level were to be tested and recorded, if the buildings had been tested in the last 12 months there was already an action plan in place ready to be implemented upon.  However, some of the buildings across the UK had not been tested, if this was the case then they were ordered to be tested on immediately.  Within social housing sectors all fire safety posters were to be checked that they were correct and clear into telling service users what the procedures were in case of a fire.  
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