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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
I am choosing to do my dissertation on how modern media (films, tv shows, books) have changed the way people perceive/understand history. I have always been interested in history and it would be interesting to explore how the media has changed or can change people’s opinion on history. 

Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
I aim to understand just how media has affected the way people think about history and what it means to them. For example, by asking what people think about when the subject of history is mentioned.  Is modern media portraying the study of history in a positive or negative light? Do the documentaries or films make people want to learn more about certain periods of history or just accept what they show as being facts? These are some questions that I will try to answer. 

Also look at what common misconceptions about periods of history that modern media has shown and how that might have an impact on how people understand what history is (for example all the Robin Hood stories and the different interpretations of the King Arthur and his knights and Merlin mythos).   

Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
Different media interpretations of historical periods, e.g. films (the movie 300, Braveheart, kingdom of heaven, saving private Ryan), tv shows (the last kingdom, Vikings etc.), documentary programs, either on shown on TV or on the internet platform of YouTube (the crescent and the cross, Dan Jones’ Britain’s bloodiest dynasty 4 part documentary). Try to find articles on media studies that may link with my ideas. Also look at the different Arthurian legends and what people would usually think when King Arthur is mentioned compared to how the story goes in the different manuscripts. Some primary sources would include some manuscripts and books about the Arthur legend and any modern scholarship pertaining to the Arthur legend. 
