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	Target 1
	Check your referencing technique as you should, for example, include page refs with direct quotes.

	Target 2
	Proof read your work and use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing.



In this assignment I will consider the strengths and areas of development for three of the pedagogical principles, based on my own experiences. I have learned that play is important for children’s learning and during their early years of childhood. X school encouraged play on a choice basis, around the learning focus task. The children chose which area in the classroom they wanted to play and would move freely between different areas until they were called to complete the focus task, with a teacher. In saying this, many of the classroom areas included enhanced provision activities for the children, so even though they had a choice of where to play, some areas already involved prepared activities. (Bruce, 2011) says that an adult’s role is crucial to help children develop their play because children from three to seven years old need: play environments, materials and encouragement. Therefore, it is important that adults encourage children to play in different environments but give them a choice; because whilst they are playing, they develop their independent intelligence. This is supported by (Bruce, 2011) who believes that when children are playing; they do not know what to expect next, so they must independently work out what to do if something happens. Also supporting this, Froebel (quoted in HRF, 2020) believed in the value of play and self-activities, by saying that allowing children to explore freely; allows them to explore who they are as an individual, at their own pace. He developed a system of learning that had a different approach to formal lessons, by introducing games and songs in the classes. This is now reflected in The Welsh Government (Curriculum for Wales 2015); where play is at the core of the Foundation Phase Framework and considered important as children can practice and strengthen their learning, take risks, solve problems independently and make judgements. The Foundation Phase curriculum is a framework that progresses from three to seven years old; encompassing the child’s diverse developmental needs because children are all different and develop at different stages.
In my opinion, the curriculum is a key feature of children’s learning because it is what and how children are taught. I agree that children are unique, however I believe they all learn through their experiences and therefore teachers should promote a range of environments, that children can play and learn within. Supporting this, (Kay, 2012) says that teachers should provide first-hand experiences for children to make sense of the world because they should explore in their own way, in order to develop a real understanding of the world. This nurtures their eagerness and if children are provided with opportunities to experience widely, they will also gain independence. The Welsh Government (Education Wales 2019) believes the curriculum ensures that learning is effective; through encouraging children to be imaginative, creative and to have fun. (Kay, 2012) says that teachers should provide appropriate experiences and resources for children based on their abilities to perform within a task; their developmental stage; their age and understanding. By preparing the appropriate environmental experiences and resources, children can think creatively and develop confidence to try things out for themselves. Estyn (2014) reported that first-hand experiences has a positive impact on children’s learning, resulting in them becoming confident, motivated and curious children. They reported that X school believed by offering first-hand experiences to children; teachers can see what children already know, what they need to learn and what they can do independently already. Although children have fun when exploring, they are developing many skills across the areas of learning. Within the Foundation Phase Framework there are seven areas of learning:
“• Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity 
• Language, Literacy and Communication Skills 
• Mathematical Development 
• Welsh Language Development 
• Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
• Physical Development 
• Creative Development” (The Welsh Government, 2015, p.8).
These all best approached when complementing each other, not in isolation, therefore cross-curricular learning is best, to ensure children develop in all these areas. In my placement school they considered cross-curricular in almost everything they taught e.g. undertaking a science experiment but then recording the results in a block chart using ICT. This covers two areas of learning and digital competence but keeps the children engaged with the learning, due to the different activities. (Barnes, 2015) believed that because children all explore the world in different ways it is effective to use a cross-curricular approach to maximise the valuable diversity. He said that any curriculum that helps children to see different possibilities and find answers for real questions; is likely to be creative because it allows children to explore in different ways; making new connections to their real learning focus. Therefore, it is important to provide children with first-hand experiences including indoor and outdoor that involve cross-curricular learning, so that the child can understand in their own way. This supports that all learning should be child centred because every child learns and understands differently. 
Child-centred learning focuses on the children’s needs rather than others involved in the educational process e.g. teachers. Dewey (1938, stated in Williams, 2017) and Piaget (1936, stated in McLeod, 2018) both agree that children learn best through socially engaging learning experiences; rather than a teacher instructing them. They say children will learn best when they construct their own knowledge using the social classroom to make meaning for themselves. Therefore, I believe it is important that a teacher should encourage children throughout their learning process by supporting them to be collaborative and active within the classroom environment, instead of just using teacher directed activities. During my placement in X school they always used the children’s ideas to focus the learning on. At the start of each term the children are asked what they would like to learn about and collectively would agree to a certain topic e.g. In my placement school the children wanted to learn about superheroes. The school used the children’s voices by basing the learning on this topic e.g. learning about real life superheroes. (Kay, 2012) said that just like adults, children feel empowered when they are valued and heard so it is important that practitioners help children to find their own voices. The UNICEF (UNCRC 1989) state that children have a right to express their views, feelings and wishes and that education should develop their talents, abilities and personalities to their full potential. Adhering to children’s rights allows more child centred learning in the classrooms, which is currently used in many traditional schools. Therefore, it is important to recognise that many schools today use these theoretical approaches in their teaching. This allows children to construct their own knowledge and meaning through real life experiences and play, within a socially engaging classroom environment. However, The Welsh Government (Curriculum for Wales 2015) argues that it is equally important that practitioners are involved in children’s learning, to understand and challenge their learning potentials. The curriculum states that there should be a balance between teacher led and child-initiated activities; for teachers to be able to provide an appropriate and flexible curriculum for children, who are all at different stages of development.
Furthermore, this curriculum is currently evolving into a new improved curriculum for Wales, set to take place in 2022, involving four purposes and twelve pedagogical principles that aim to develop the education system. A pedagogy is the methods and theories of how children are taught which lies at the centre of being an excellent practitioner. Two important pedagogies are that “good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching” and “good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE)” (Donaldson, 2015, p.65, 68). Although practitioners approach teaching in different ways, it is important that they allow children to learn freely but remain active in their learning to help them develop the best they can individually. Therefore, this would involve using teacher and child led activities that can be applied to more than one area of learning, so that the learning is cross-curricular. (Barnes, 2015) said that we work in a cross-curricular way when we apply skills, knowledge and attitudes to a single experience, idea, question or problem. During my placement, I always applied the lessons to at least two AoLE’s e.g. a science experiment of making paper aeroplanes and measuring the distance they fly using nonstandard measures, but then creating a digital block chart of the results. (Barnes, 2011) believed that providing meaningful cross-curricular activities propels strong learning. This is because it provides deeper insight into the learning focus so that children can repeat the learning in different ways, building on existing knowledge. Bruner and Vygotsky (22/03/2020, stated in McLeod, 2019) both agree that although it is important for children to construct their own knowledge, adults are crucial in order to encourage children to achieve their full potential. The role of a teacher is important because they ensure that children are achieving the curriculum outcomes, as expected to. The outcomes are stated within the curriculum to describe the type and range of achievements for children’s performance. In my placement school the teacher planned lessons ahead including the curriculum outcomes for the lesson, as well as making sure the learning was cross-curricular, involving more than one area of learning. This supports these pedagogies which imply that learning is not just about being child centred because teachers need to be involved to plan appropriately; using the children’s ideas but ensuring the curriculum is embedded in the learning. One strategy they used to apply child and teacher led learning was the use of different level worksheets e.g. mild (easiest), medium and hot (hardest); the children would decide which worksheet to complete based on what they felt would challenge themselves. The technique the teacher used to encourage, motivate and support children was having a focus task; involving a couple of children at a time with the teacher, to engage and develop their highest learning potential. This is supported by Bruner (stated in McLeod, 2019) who developed the ‘scaffolding’ idea which meant that adults should assist children’s learning with a helpful, structured interaction. He believed that adults should help to simplify the task for children so that they can make their own understanding and concentrate on the skills they are in the process of achieving. Having said that, these techniques still focus on teaching skills to children, rather than natural curiosity learning. (Moyles, 2010) argues that teaching is still perceived as a formal process, as it was many years ago, which no longer fits the children of the twenty-first century. She said that teachers need to recognise what deep play helps children to achieve, because practitioners often support the theories of play importance; but fail to include it in their planning or classroom management. As well as this, according to (Barnes, 2015) the current curriculum does not allow enough freedom for a creative cross-curricular approach because it still focuses on the basics which include set learning areas. Consequently, this emphasises the importance of play because can children learn for themselves through experiences. Amongst the focus tasks in my placement school, they showed evidence of structured play; where the children would play socially within areas of the classroom although some areas already included enhanced provision tasks, prepared by the teacher. Dewey (stated in Wheeler, 2020) and Rosseau (stated in Doyle and Smith, 2019) both believe that adults provide the momentum for learning by determining the opportunities that children come across within the environment. This suggests there is a need for adults to nurture the environment by setting out activities; that children should be encouraged to participate in. Nevertheless, Froebel (stated in Early Education, accessed 23/03/2020) that through free play children gain direct experiences and this is where they construct their understanding of the world. He believed that for children to become who they are as an individual; they need to experience things for themselves to problem solve in their own ways. Therefore, I think it is important as a practitioner to ensure both free play and structured play are used in practice rather than just one. “Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is guided by adults” (Department for Education, 2017, p.9). This is supported by Moyles (stated in NDNA, 2017) spiral theory which means children should play freely to explore but the learning should also include structured play; which teaches them more about their play e.g. drawing numbers in the sand. In order to apply these approaches and make a difference in education pedagogy, professionals must plan appropriately and creatively. 
The Welsh Government (Curriculum for Wales) 2015, propose that by teachers having a planned structure for lessons which include experiences in the AoLE’s; children should progress in their development. This supports another important pedagogical principle; “good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest” (Donaldson, 2015, p.67). Therefore, teachers should consider children’s interests, ideas and experiences in their planning; adhering to the children’s right of developing their personalities, talents, physical and mental abilities to their full potential (UNCRC, 1989). This evidences a ‘Reggio Emilia Approach’ because it focuses on the child as a starting point to the curriculum planning, by ensuring there is time spent for discussion and preparation including children’s voices (Miller and Pound, 2011). In X school, the children collectively chose what topic they wanted to learn about at the start of each term and gave ideas of what activities they would like to do regarding this topic. This reflected the schools aim “to involve our pupils in the learning process rather than being a product of the process” (Placement School, 20/02/2020). During my placement, I planned a science lesson to create paper aeroplanes and measure the distance they would fly, but by planning appropriately I was able to incorporate many of the pupils ideas in to my presentation, which I delivered to the whole class as part of the introduction to the task (Scrine, 2020). This lesson was then extended into a range of learning areas and enhanced provision activities, allowing them to build on existing knowledge but remain engaged with the learning. Throughout my planning of lessons, I also referred to the QTS standards (see appendix A) because they are essential in planning to always achieve excellent practice in the classroom (Welsh Government, 2018). Like the ‘Reggio Emilia’ approach that focuses on the child itself, Montessori (stated in Pound and Miller, 2011) said that adults should observe children and use their observations as the starting point for their education. Therefore, rather than a collaborative adult-child relationship, schools should focus on the independent child which will involve partnership with their community e.g. parents/families. I believe that Montessori’s theory of education is valuable because home is where children first learn. (Whalley, 2001) says that children are happier and achieve more, when parents are involved in their learning and that parents can provide essential information to professionals, as they have a deeper insight in to their children. Therefore, it is important for schools to place an emphasis on the collaboration between teachers, parents and their communities. Having said that, (Wood, 2011) argues that there are challenges with pupil voice because their views vary so widely, how can schools apply every idea into their practical activities. Also, what if children do not want to be involved because they difficulty in expressing their views. As reported by The Welsh Government (My Local School) 2019, X school had 72% of pupils with ‘English as an Additional Language’ (EAL) which meant that not all children were able to communicate well enough to express their views. This raises a further argument about the inclusivity that is included because according to The Welsh Government (Curriculum for Wales) 2015, schools have a duty to promote equal opportunities for every child regardless of differences. Although there are challenges, children learn through the pedagogies the teacher uses. Therefore, it remains crucial that teachers plan learning activities with consideration and encourage every child to participate in the process, promoting equality. The planning involves the same structure (Appendix B) to allow a range of tasks and experiences; that enrich pupils learning environments and build on existing knowledge through different approaches. However, The Welsh Government (Education Wales) 2020, stated that within the new curriculum the framework does not require an explicit structure for the areas of learning. 
Therefore, the new designed curriculum is set to improve education by focusing on experiences, knowledge and skills. Many schools are currently in the process of transitioning their pedagogies and beginning to use wider approaches in their leadership, to design their own curriculum. Throughout my placement, I was encouraged to relate any learning to real life context where possible and provide experiences in and out of the classroom to enhance the learning. (Beard and Wilson, 2006) support this as they say experiential learning acts as the thread that join learning theories together. Children can engage with an experience they encounter; which helps them understand the theory of the learning. The new curriculum still includes the importance of skills but focuses more on the children becoming healthy, confident and ethical citizens who are ready to be successful within their societies. It states that children need to learn skills which help them “meet the needs of today and the challenges of tomorrow” (Donaldson, 2015, p.6). For adults to help children be successful there is still an importance, going forward, of the pupil’s voice in the process of learning. Every child is unique and want to achieve different things in life, therefore teachers need to plan appropriately using partnerships within the community to understand children’s needs. This curriculum is also progressive; there is no time limit for children to achieve certain developments or skills because it just keeps progressing, taking the pressure off the teaching and learning. However, in order to achieve these pedagogies, the foundation phase teachers should train with key stage 2 (KS2), so that they both understand the same pedagogy. Currently, KS2 is still very much teacher led and needs to be more balanced to support the transitions. Estyn (2018) reported that X school adapted to a flexible curriculum that suited the needs of the child. The KS2 was about developing approaches that had already been practised in the foundation phase, extending the approaches to meet the curriculum needs for KS2. 
Ultimately, excellent practise in this century means children are at the heart of teaching because the purpose for education is that children become the best version of themselves. Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (Appendix C) supports this because the child is at the centre of the external influences. Therefore, involving children in the learning process but ensuring adults remain active in the learning, to encourage their developments. From experience, I believe that using a blend of approaches such as; whole class teaching, focus groups and individual tasks, allows differentiation to suit the individuals needs. In order to plan a flexible curriculum that encompasses the child’s interests and needs, professionals must apply as many approaches to the learning as possible to ensure all individuals gain a deep understanding to the learning. This should include setting tasks and preparing resources for children but still allowing them to grow independently and control their own learning, through different experiences including play. Moving forward, the curriculum aims to help children become citizens who are ready to lead fulfilling lives. This means that all the learning planned should be cross-curricular; including a range of AoLE’s that will help children to develop wider skills. Throughout my experiences, I have gained understanding that, to achieve excellent practice you must ensure your practise of teaching involves the pedagogies discussed. As well as this, designing a curriculum that best suits the needs of the individuals within the twenty-first century.  
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