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An introduction to policy

Education: Past, Present, Future

Some initial questions…
 Who is involved in the creation of policy?

 To what extent does a policy reflect the values and 
assumptions of its creators?

 To what extent does the implementation of policy differ 
from the original intentions?

 How is the value of a policy initiative recognised and/or 
adapted in practice?

 How do we judge success of failure in respect of policy

The Changing face of Britain
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So what’s the difference?

What do we mean by ideology?

 What are ideologies?

 Political ideas not a passive reflection

 The influence of ideology (with thanks to 

Heywood 2012)

1. Structure political understanding 

and so set goals and inspire activism

2. Shape the nature of political systems

3. Act as a form of social cement



17/11/2017

3

Ideology in transition

 The development of ideology in the 19th century  - a way of 

shaping emerging industrial society

 Economic focus

 Significance of the 1917 Russian Revolution & Cold War 

period

Left Right

Communism   Socialism   Liberalism   Conservatism   Fascism

Political Ideology in Context

 Conservatism

 Liberalism

 Socialism, social democracy and Labour

 Nationalism

Liberalism
 Breakdown of feudalism in Europe and the growth of a market 

society

 Represented the views of rising middle classes

 Challenged the notion of privilege

 Questioned the role of the church

 19th century was an ideal breeding ground for liberalism

 An incoherent ideology?
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Some key ideas
 The individual is supreme

 20th century developments – a morally neutral doctrine

 Freedom – John Stuart Mill ‘On Liberty’ (1859)

 Reason

 Justice

 Tolerance

 Liberal democracy

Conservatism
 Traditionalist in nature

 Have been influenced by liberal views in recent 
years

 Tradition

 Human imperfection

 Organic society

 Hierarchy and authority

 Property

Socialism
 19th century reaction against conditions brought on by capitalism

 Gradual improvements in 19th century

 Reform vs Revolution

 Community

 Cooperation

 Equality

 Class politics

 Common ownership
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Nationalism

 Nation should be self directing

 Community

 Self-determination

 Culturalism
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