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Colin Mortlock Biography
Colin Mortlock is an internationally recognised and vastly experienced outdoorsman with a long history of expedition and adventure under his belt. Born in 1936 he attended Bemrose G.S., Derby and Keble College undertaking Modern History, Mortlock later went on to Loughborough and graduated with a First Class Honours in Physical Education.
 Mortlock once described himself as a selfish young man who had absolutely no interest in becoming a teacher. However after his first experience with a temporary place teaching secondary schoolboys, Mortlock was surprised to see how enthusiastic the youth were to take part in his climbing and commando courses.
 Mortlock then took it upon himself to take the school boys climbing at Gritstone, the Lake District where he encouraged his team to lead a severe route on Castle Rock. This ultimately culminated in an expedition to Arctic Norway where he took 30 young men from Manchester Grammar School and attempted to climb as many peaks as possible within a 100 square mile area whilst conducting botanical and geological surveys.
Mortlock continues his work with young people throughout the entire of his career in the form of lectures, held internationally in Australia, Singapore, Finland and most recently the Kendal Mountain festival 2011. He became the Warden of Woodlands Outdoor Centre 1965-1971, the director of Adventure Education at Charlotte Mason College, Cumbria1972-1992 and has founded several organisations such as ‘The National Association for Outdoor Education (1969), Adventure and Environmental Awareness Group (1972) and Community projects in the Lake District (1975-1992).’
Although Academically impressive, Mortlocks main passion in life is adventure.  Particularly via mountaineering and canoeing. Mortlock was one of the world’s foremost climbers during the 1960’s and holds the records for various first ascents, he also helped develop the first ever climbing wall in 1961. This has had a significant influence on the sport through generations making climbing more accessible and boosting its popularity world-wide. Mortlock partook in the Trivior Himalayan Expedition and led the first ever modern sea kayak expedition along the ‘Arctic Coastline and around the North Cape in 1975’.
Colin Mortlocks incredible reputation reaches world wide, he is an outstanding adventurer and authority on Outdoor Education. Mortlock holds a Mountaineering Instructors Advanced Certificate and has written numerous books on Outdoor Education, one of the most notable ‘The Adventure Alternative 1984’ which is still in print to this day.
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