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This report demonstrates how Lampeter was affected by the presence and the absence of the railway, and its current situation.






1.Lampeter

1.1 Population
The population of Lampeter, Ceredigion has immensely changed since 1851 – 2021, with a difference of 1,016 people. The sharpest increase in population was between 1991 – 2001, with a spike of 905 people. This is because, in 1991, the students at UWTSD Lampeter were counted as living at their home addresses rather than in the Halls of Residence. However, in 2001, the students were counted as residents of Lampeter, adding them to the census. This shift significantly impacted the town’s demographic records, reflecting a more accurate representation of its actual student population (Ceredigion County council).
[image: ]
1.2 Location
Lampeter is a small market town in the Ceredigion County, Southwest Wales, with a current population of 2,504 people. Lampeter lies in the Teifi Valley, sitting at the confluence of the River Teifi and the Afon Dulas. Lampeter is at the halfway point between Carmarthen and Aberystwyth, making it a key location for travellers between North and South Wales. Surrounded by rolling hills and picturesque countryside, the town is known for its rural charm. It is also home to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, one of the oldest degree-awarding institutions in Wales.

1.3 TransportFigure 1

[image: A map with a red pin on it

Description automatically generated]Lampeter has two main roads passing through it, the A482 travels from north to south through Lampeter and the A475 enters from the west linking up the A482. There is a bus that goes through Lampeter once every hour, the T1 bus follows the route from Carmarthen to Aberystwyth, Lampeter sits halfway along the route, so to get to either of the large towns it takes roughly an hour. Both main towns have train stations running to major cities such as Manchester, London and Cardiff, allowing freedom of travel from Lampeter.

1.4 Topology Figure 2

The topography of Lampeter, Ceredigion, is characterised by rolling hills, river valleys, and a mixture of farmland and woodland. The town sits in the Teifi Valley, with the River Teifi flowing to the north of the settlement, shaping the surrounding landscape. The area is part of the Cambrian Mountains' foothills, meaning the terrain is gently undulating with occasional steeper inclines.
To the west and south, the land rises gradually, offering panoramic views of the rural countryside. The soil is primarily a mix of clay and loam, supporting agriculture and grazing land, which dominate the landscape. The region's topography makes it well-suited for sheep farming, which is a key part of the local economy. The natural scenery also attracts walkers and cyclists who enjoy the scenic hills and riverbanks.

1.5 Economy
The economy of Lampeter, Ceredigion, is primarily based on agriculture, education, retail, and tourism.
· Agriculture: Sheep and cattle farming dominate the rural economy, with dairy and livestock businesses supplying local and national markets.
· Education: The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) is a major employer, attracting students and staff who support local shops, cafés, and rentals.
· Retail & Services: Lampeter offers independent shops, cafés, pubs, and small businesses, alongside essential services like supermarkets, healthcare, and financial institutions.
· Tourism: Lampeter thrives due to its scenic countryside, historic sites, and proximity to the Cambrian Mountains and Cardigan Bay. Walking, cycling, and heritage tourism, along with seasonal events, boost the local economy.
· Crafts & Local Produce: Lampeter is gaining a reputation for artisan crafts, organic produce, and eco-friendly businesses, with farmers' markets and local fairs showcasing these products.
Employment opportunities in Lampeter are somewhat limited, with many residents commuting to larger towns such as Aberystwyth or Carmarthen for work. However, the town retains a strong sense of community and a relatively self-sufficient local economy.

2 Lampeter Railway

[image: BBC News - In pictures: Lampeter-Aberaeron rail line, then and now]2.1 Timeline of the RailwayFigure 3

In the 1860s, proposals emerged to connect Aberystwyth and Carmarthen by rail, improving transport in West Wales. In 1869, the Manchester and Milford Railway completed the Aberystwyth to Pencader section, followed by the Carmarthen and Cardigan Railway reaching Llandysul in 1871.
In 1886, the final section between Pencader and Lampeter was completed, fully linking Aberystwyth and Carmarthen by rail. In 1906, the Great Western Railway (GWR) took over operations, enhancing services, upgrading infrastructure, and improving connectivity across West Wales.
Between 1923 and the 1940s, the railway was at its busiest, transporting passengers and goods, especially livestock and milk. However, during the 1950s, passenger numbers declined due to increased car ownership and better roads. In 1963, the Beeching Report recommended closure, and by 1965, passenger services officially ended.
2.2 Connection
[image: A map of a route

Description automatically generated]The Carmarthen – Aberystwyth line ran through many towns, such as Pencader, Llanybydder, Lampeter, Tregaron, and Llanilar. This allowed goods to be easily and quickly transported to the larger towns (Carmarthen and Aberystwyth). Having easy transport to Carmarthen allowed people to more frequently travel to London to sell/buy livestock or just general products. The railway also played a crucial role in connecting rural communities, supporting local businesses, and providing a reliable means for students and workers to commute efficiently across West Wales.Figure 4

2.3 Economy
When the Aberystwyth to Carmarthen railway operated, Lampeter’s economy thrived as a market town. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, agriculture, livestock trade, and small industries flourished.
· Agriculture & Livestock: Farmers could transport livestock, milk, and wool to larger markets, boosting trade.
· Local Businesses: Shops, mills, and wool industries grew due to easier transport.
· Education: St David’s College benefited from better travel and resource access.
· Employment & Tourism: The railway created jobs and brought visitors, supporting local businesses.
· Post-Closure Decline: The 1965 closure reduced trade and connectivity, shifting the economy toward education and public services.
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Description automatically generated]2.4 Cattle Market/LivestockFigure 5

In the early 1900s, Lampeter's cattle and livestock market was a central hub for farming communities in Ceredigion. The market facilitated trade for farmers, particularly due to its proximity to the railway station. The arrival of the railway in the late 19th century transformed transportation, allowing livestock to be easily shipped to larger markets across Wales and beyond. This connection boosted the local economy, making Lampeter a key trading point in the agricultural industry and fostering regional development. 
The red circle in Figure 4 shows where the cattle and livestock marked used to be and the blue circle shows the old station, showing just how close in proximity they were.
2.5 Coal Yard
In the early 1900s, Lampeter's coal yard in Ceredigion played a significant role in the town's economy, particularly due to its connection with the railway. The yard served as a crucial point for the distribution of coal, which was transported by train to fuel local industries, homes, and businesses. The railway's arrival boosted trade, and the coal yard became essential for facilitating the import and export of coal, ensuring Lampeter's economic growth and connectivity with larger cities.
In Figure 5 the coal yard would have sat just below the red circle, again showing how close main suppliers and sellers where to the railway, emphasising its importance in the economy.



[image: Lampeter Station, 13 Nov 1963 | Lampeter Station, Llanbedr P… | Flickr]2.6 StationFigure 6

Lampeter Railway Station, built in 1866, played a significant role in the region’s development throughout the 1900s. As part of the Carmarthen to Aberystwyth line, it facilitated the transport of goods, including cattle and agricultural products, and provided passengers with access to the wider railway network. The station’s architecture reflected Victorian design, with a typical stone building and platform structures. Over time, the station became a crucial hub for local commerce, connecting Lampeter to larger cities. The station's closure in 1965 marked the end of an era, as road transport increasingly replaced the railway's importance.
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Description automatically generated]2.7 JobsFigure 7

The railway boost led to increased employment in transportation-related jobs such as station staff, porters, and maintenance workers. The line allowed farmers to send produce more efficiently, while local businesses could access a broader market. Additionally, the railway helped increase trade in goods like wool, livestock, and agricultural products. The improved connectivity also brought more visitors to Lampeter, stimulating the retail and service sectors. While other industries, such as farming and small-scale manufacturing, remained important, the railway was vital to the town’s economy and growth during this period. 
[image: ]Figure 7 shows the numbers of people employed in what jobs in lampeter for 1931 and figure 8 shows the data for 1951. We can see a clear increase in the number of people on the graphs, this is due to an increase of 57 people, which for a small town makes a difference. One of the biggest employers in 1951 was Distrabutive trade with around 155 men in lampeter employes, this could be due to the access of the train line, allowing goods and services to me transported around to other towns and major cities with much more ease. Between 1931 and 1951 there was also a rise in transport and communication jobs by around 5 men, which doesn’t prove much apart from the town growing in size.
 
Figure 8
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