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	Title of Dissertation:

An Investigation of the Perception and Treatment of Place in the Life and Practice of Contemporary Astrologers


	Aims and Objectives:

The aim of this research project is to investigate the beliefs and practices that contemporary astrologers hold regarding the power of place.

The beliefs that astrologers embrace regarding time as fate have been explored in Bernadette Brady’s PhD Thesis, Theories of fate among present day astrologers. In the same work, Brady deals briefly with astrologers’ perception of place, and asserts that for astrologers ‘…freedom from fate […] is found in being able to move around a fate-filled landscape like a tribesman in a sacred space.’[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Bernadette Brady, PhD Thesis, “Theories of fate among present day astrologers”, Trinity Saint David University of Wales, 2012, Ch. 5, pp. 156-158.] 


The objective of my study is to take Brady’s contention as a starting point for an in-depth qualitative investigation on the phenomenology of astrological “place”. 


	Abstract:

The basic act of astrological practice is, according to Bernadette Brady, ‘…the construction and use of a map to provide a unique view of the individual in time and space'.[footnoteRef:2] Astrologers specializing in relocation astrology affirm that by altering their space - by moving to different locations on the globe after birth - the individual and her/his future is changed.  [2:  Bernadette Brady, "The Horoscope as a Cosmological Map", in Astrologies,  Proceedings of the eighth Sophia Centre Conference, Bath, July 2010, Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene (eds.), Sophia Centre Press, Lampeter, 2011, p. 2.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This need to find one’s place is also reflected in the work of Anthony Giddens who claims that ‘finding oneself’ is a basic requisite of living in contemporary societies.[footnoteRef:3] Along the same lines, Mark Wynn, in his discussion on pilgrimage, argues that making a pilgrimage to a chosen place is ‘…an assertion of identity’; while Diana L. Eck states that it is an ‘…interior ascent […] through the worlds of the inner cosmic landscape...’[footnoteRef:4] In parallel, within the field of Humanistic geography, Edward S. Casey asserts that to “map out” is to ‘…undertake […] a voyage into what is not yet the case’; and Jeff Malpas explores ‘…the singularity of the place as it stands in relation to the singularity of a life’.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  Anthony Giddens, Modernity and self-identity: Self and society in the late modern age, Cambridge Polity Press, 1991, p. 12;]  [4:  Mark Wynn, “God, Pilgrimage, and Acknowledgement of Place”, Religious Studies, Vol. 43, No. 2 (Jun., 2007), pp. 145-163, p. 154; Diana L. Eck, “India's ‘Tīrthas’: ‘Crossings’ in Sacred Geography”, History of Religions, Vol. 20, No. 4 (May, 1981), pp. 323-344, p. 344.]  [5:  Edward S. Casey, "Mapping the Earth Otherwise" in Encounters with Alphonso Lingis, ed. A.E. Hooke & W.W. Fuchs, New York: Lexington Books, 2003, p. 161; Jeff Malpas, “Place and Singularity”,  p. 13,  https://www.academia.edu/10748056/Place_and_Singularity] 


It is, therefore, within the above parameters that the research into astrologers’ relationship to place is framed – to what extent is it related to pilgrimage, to a search for personal identity, is it an expression of humanistic geography, or a desire to alter one’s fate? 



	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?

AHAN7002 – Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
AHAN7003 -  History of Astrology 
AHAN7001 – Research Methods
AHAN7022 – Sky and Psyche



	What papers have you completed in the MA, which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the module and the title of the paper/s. 

AHAN7002 – Introduction to Cultural Astronomy and Astrology: “It is widely argued that astrology is a divinatory system. Do you agree?”
AHAN7001 – Research Methods - “Is the Creative Process of Slovenian Music Composers Reflective of Eliade's Thesis of a “blood-drenched” Creative Cosmology?”
AHAN7022 – Sky and Psyche: “A Critical Review of the Essay “On Synchronicity” by C.G. Jung”


	Methodology:  

This research proposes to investigate the validity of Brady’s assertion based on ethnographical material collected through one-hour qualitative semi-structured Skype interviews to my target group: eight astrologers who specialize in Locality Astrology. 

As shown by John McLeod, qualitative research does not attempt to “test hypotheses” but rather to chronicle, explore and translate shades of the social fabric; therefore, the interviews will be conducted within a subjective, phenomenological framework in order to document the respondents' thoughts, feelings, and beliefs, regarding their perception of “place” within astrology.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  John McLeod, Qualitative Research in Counseling and Psychotherapy, (London: Sage Publications, 2001), p. 146. ] 


Russell McCutcheon asserts that the insider/outsider question is one of the primary concerns facing scholars who study human behaviour and belief systems; and since I can be considered an insider – being an astrologer myself – this study will be specifically addressed from that perspective.[footnoteRef:7] Furthermore, reflexivity - defined by Barbara A. Babcock as the ability of human language and thought to examine itself and to refer to itself – will be of distinct relevance in all the stages of this work since I will draw from my own experience in the field when researching it.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Russell T. McCutcheon, The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Religion: A Reader, (London and New York: Cassel, 1999), p. vii. ]  [8:  Barbara A. Babcock, “Reflexivity: Definitions and Discriminations”, Semiotica – Journal of the International Association for Semiotic Studies, Vol. 30, 1-2 (Jan 1, 1980), p. 2. ] 
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	Time Schedule:

November/December 2015 - Submission of the research proposal and of the ethics form.
January/February 2016 – Skype interviews and transcription of interviews.
March/July 2016 – Writing of dissertation.
August/ September 2016 – Correction of dissertation.
30 September 2016 – Submission of dissertation.
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