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The intellectual foundations of
the early state
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Ideology has become one of the shaping processes of modern times. It is the distinctive

filter through which a society sees itself and the rest of the world, a body of thought and -
symbol which explains the nature of society, defines its ideal form, and Jjustifies action to

achieve that ideal. We might consider using the word with strictest regard to its origin

only to refer to the political philosophies of the nincteenth and twenticth centuries AD, of

which Marxism supplies the paradigmatic example. Because of their immediate
concerns ideologies might also appear to contrast with religions,
marily to-the-spiritual condition of individuals and their
contrast between ideology and religion reflects the viewpoint of modern western culture.
Islam and Judaism, for example, are concerned equally with personal righteousness and
with the form that human society should take on earth. Both prescribe a complete way of
life, including a code of law. With ancient speculative thought we move to a state of mind
that could envisage the forces behind the visible world in terms only of divine beings and
their complex interactions. For the Egyptians the ideal socicty on earth, although not
formulated in the manner of 2 modern treatise, was a fundamental reflection of a divine
order. It was, however, liable to disturbance by incauti
care and attention through ritual and pageant, as well as through occasional more forceful
reminders. It scems entirely appropriate to use the term ideology to cover their vision of
the state, embedded within theology yet politically valid and constantly stated in powerful

symbolic terms. It was a consciously created framework within which the Pharaonic state
functioned.

Yet it was not the sole source of order. E

earthly

with their appeal pri-
redemption. But this convenient

ous kings and so required constant

gyptian bureaucracy came to express an implicit
raised to the level of a fully formulated conscious
~ scheme. This implicit ideology of social order (as distinct from the explicit ideology dis-
- ¢ussed in this chapter) will be explored in Chapters 4 and 5.
- Egyptian ideology stressed three themes: continuity with the past, a mystic territorial
€laim of unity over geographical and political subdivisions, and stability and prosper-
through the wise and pious government of kings. It also took for granted, as did the
ient Egyptians as a whole, the notion that those who lived in the Nile valley under the
ule of Pharaoh formed the imagined community of ‘Egyptians’,

The Egyptians’ view of the past

0gY requires a past, a history. For a dynamic ideology of change, such as Marxism,

t has to be unsatisfactory, an imperfect time whose shortcomings are the spur for
s for revolution, The past exists in order to be rejected. More commonly, however,
S embrace the past, or some parts of it, with respect. History makes the detailed
of a myth of the past that provides a model for the present. Ancient Egypt belongs

!0 this category. Tt knew its own past, and fitted the images so derived within the
orld of ideology.
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occasional warfare, regular taxation, and, in a separate subdivision, the precise height of
that year’s Nile ood. The Palermo Stone portrays an interest in the deeds of the past,
adding an intellectual cladding to the bave lists of names, yet one which still remained in
harmony with the ideal. We can assume that this kind of chronicle provided the basis for
the later summary lists of kings. It must itself have been compiled from several different
sources, since there is only limited consistency in”thekifid of things recorded line by line,
and in the length of the entries.’

Administration and picty towards royal ancestors do not provide a complete explanation
for this interest, however. The records at their disposal enabled the Egyptians to measure
past time, and offered them the prospect of an intellectual journey to the point where time
met the cosmos. The most vivid expression of this is found in anether king list, again from
the New Kingdom, but this time written on papyrus and now in the Turin Museumn.®
Originally it listed around 300 names of kings, and the aim of its compiler was complete-
ness. No king seems to have been too minor or short-reigned for inclusion. The Palestinian
kings who formed the Hyksos Dynasty were included, even though they did not merit
having their names written in cartouches. This, in fact, was a remarkable concession to
reality: tacitly admitting a break in the succession of legitimate kings just for the purpose
of attaining completeness. Against cach king in the Turin list was written the precise
length of his reign, sometimes to the exact day. At certain points a summary of numbers
of kings and total length of reigns was inserted. Thus at the end of what we now call the
8th Dynasty, a summary of 958 years from the reign of King Menes, the first name of the
lists, was provided.

If this was all the Turin king list did, it could be classed as an elaborate administrative
device. The compiler of the list attempted, however, to continue back in time beyond the
reign of Menes. It is here that the modern and the ancient mind part company. Beyond
history we place prehistory: the record of human society in a world without writing, an
anonymous place where names and deeds are unknown. Such a state of affairs was incon-
ceivable to the ancients. But this did not prevent curiosity about what had gone before the
~ first recorded king. The Turin list devoted more than one column of its text to this. Imme-
 diately before Menes came several lines which summarize the collective reigns of ‘spirits’,
- not given individual names, and before these, and heading the whole compilation, a list of
- deities. The name of each is written in a cartouche, as if a king, and followed by a precise
length of reign. In the case of the god Thoth, for example, this is 7,726 years.”

From the whole Turin list one could trace in direct line the royal succession from a
Pperiod when the gods had ruled as kings, and from the completeness of the data gain the

dded satisfaction of calculating exactly the entire period involved. On consulting it, the
:ancient scribe could have known the age of the world since the time of the first creator god
he would have seen how the kings of the past and their great monuments fitted within
majestic scheme. The rigid linearity of this view of time is brought out in detail from
Way that overlaps of whole dynasties at times of internal division are ignored, and the
s simply placed end to end, and all figures added together for grand totals.
ources of this kind tell us what the Egyptians themselves found interesting about their
Past and how they preferred to organize it. If it was chronologically incorrect and
ded with invention it did not matter, because they had no knowledge of the past
pendently derived with which it could conflict, and this was, anyway, the past they
#ited to have. We have largely though not wholly lost that innocence. We know how

The intellectual foundations of the early state
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68 . The lamentations of the scribe Ipuwer were anoth(;r prf;fiuct of th: :élr;i:lr;:od,
Egtnt’;::r dni-r:.ic pictures of social upheaval {ikcwi‘scdlnc{‘ki'll;ltliﬁr:i:.ﬁil;a:gg i‘md iy
— i a se riod 0 IITH

B'Y e ‘-ifﬂl? ?f d'lc Ncr‘\:lll\:;%dgr I—Lbli‘sccingcgt’;l (see the previous _ch.aptm:, Pp- -lli B }]?;5
again aﬂr{lmmng ity C: o vcr;.' different.'® The Hyksos were E?alcstlru:m l_nnrc'!,\s“w :::d ”
g CifCllmStaﬂCf;;_ e C.T Ihis \‘vas a period of rule by foreign kings ti\’l:t'l[‘l.ldl!} L_}EC ¢ th?:
ta}:?n over the dclta.E lflc[t‘it was legitimate to see it as an unfortunate abcw:-ratjmn r(; o
fﬂ]llt:\.r?’ force ffoll.ln. Qip Even ;hc Turin list accepted this. T_l'm I-Iy%csos kmE appe \,\:hich
e Oi't ; PF:--‘ : d cartouches, and labelled instead with a hn:rogl_vphlc f1gtr| R
e D'r ey “} a{?i ners. In one remarkable temple text, Quccn‘Huts cé);}x ;CEn-;rio
categorized them as m; LEC .ca.fl\" 18th Dynasty, used the Hyksos Period a{g ;thu_l :md
a StchcssfuJ 'usurpc;dtc)h = d saved Egypt, ignoring the half=century :_1 pf: cmﬁt.i[ﬁ-v
o ;‘Vl léth Dynasty predecessors. Here the theme 'of‘ roy? rLs;wp 33_1 tc{t
P“USPC“'GHS mlufo mrh 5 was uscé with a vengeance. Tt was pct:rmss:blc in 3‘ ?fr;,:riori
B kmmPC ?;;)d could be explained away, unlike the First Interme .15‘; e b tpé}
o thﬂ_ 5 o her ‘eture of the ideal past were lew, and (the Hyksios Perlt.:o cgc Eci-“-

fo Paéftl Te;g;ﬂé:aﬁ pl\]/Iorc .ty'pical.iv the past was the fcu.m.;1 of}a%ihg:t}' ;Ed{‘:m; 7:1_3 Bc‘_}_
i 3 i - Ki «vhetep of the 17 ynasty (¢ A
A' Charaqﬁ?r'mic‘til}:}al;gcul?c F:fn \\:]i:ig]?, Ic::rii?ii(grijhc ‘l:_rlci{:nt wl"itinfgs' of {t‘f;c (;:rcf;\mg—rgfs‘i
i g Ld'o h"ocr the correct form for a new statue of Osiris, laid dow nt f\ e
it ;Cf“l')e inning of timet? With a similar reverence for anc;lcn d.oﬁva_-
Eneh l'_hcm-Etii‘\'C“i {?{ ; in d li' original shapes ol hicroglyphs with sc.u.rccly any m?[; lf,m
Eg’ptrm 000 5 wt‘dl'[;'rf}c m:wra.]. continuity of style in art and al'ChltC(.Et‘Ler r.)\\:;:s :] o
i e thlrb.tion og[ co‘diﬁcd styles created in the I:Jariy Dynastic _gerlio 3 ]':;1 S
tlixhc czrﬁllgi?iicr:wﬁs an element of sell-deception in this. Changes of ideals

ingdom. g

(lld OCCUr, an ¢ I rerect 1 llcl::tua] dL‘N’ClUPIﬂ[‘.Ht, 1 D‘.[I'}.Cthlflg dlICCtly -‘lppnn.!ll
'f]'ﬂm written sources aISO | hC ‘,,ho e modl‘rn SCthﬂ fl" a aratus 0{ art hl"-tD'f v ‘ll'l E Vs -
d [hE € ust Eﬂ t it

t 15 Dase U])()D llL' TEMISE at s Yl' dld dta.ug(: ﬁ{llll P fl(ld to pC] l()d. h
1 g.} b d t P 1 th tyle ¢
(a]ie] 5 I s t-hc

. ery dlr‘ 3

brooding, careworn images of kings in Middle Kingdom Stf’tiar)br{gngj:l:n: :Lf )I‘;'mg:-fp
rooding, carcw (=i . . arts of the .
ferent message from their idealized youthful counterp ly a product of the crafts= 2

T18. its fme (el s ‘]l ing cxam l:Il an have s [‘.Llﬁc -
h: f m 1l'ld Cd, thﬂ \\-ntmgs thdt C k g X 111 Lo} l'l c p
mans '.I.p () d th

iri g izab
Neferhetep’s new statue of Osiris would have been recogniza

ient i i 1 such as the precious materials of whil::

nate xe ﬂ-ﬂéi 1%;m€gt;ga;]:li§:ﬂicﬁétt?:2:’ ;ut into thcpwards of their 131@:5:
it was Cf)mpofsfh' tyle oig) a statue in the way that we can c!o now. The s;m:c . ; .in iy
dﬁf‘ﬁl_‘IPUOD : ht ls\I) w Kingdom saw a major reappraisal of tcmplc? ard:utc.cﬁu e
e —— B lt ‘cm Lhegroyal mortuary cult, we must TecOgnize signt n:arl: b
Bf Jeam 48 3t T2 am(;id occur, but on the whole tastefully and reverently Lhr:jugm el
I?'Eiiml]ag.sg}hv:;iulary of U.:adil.iona.l forms, sometimes reinforced by appeals
of the ba of .
g i Smfhon :;hll;:?atllaolriro?lti?.l;\sﬂ could be quite clab?ratc. In rhfi nlcle f:;t:;

.0 F—— : :ctp from an important mythological text will be qum?_’;oﬂnﬁcj ;
ainriei :"\Ir its preamble King Shabaka of the 25th Dynasty {.? l"[] 7 &Ccd -
O 519116- h l.1t 't[t,"rom an ancient worm-eaten document, a’nd it is, 111_ts fa::e
o - ‘—'OP;Chd e f: For a long time scholars accepted Shabaka’s cl:u.r'ﬂ a:ti’ o
Tnz :::ytl?er ozlgci;z c.ompositian of the text as far back as the 3rd Dynasty:
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become generally accepted that, although the themes of the myth belong to the main-
stream of Egyptian thought, this particular composition is relatively late, perhaps even-of
Shabaka’s time. As for its archaic style, there is good evidence to show that in the Late
Period scribes had a working knowledge of an archaic form of the language, and could
compose in it (pp. 372-3). An appeal to antiquity, and sometimes a cloaking in antique

forms, made new ideas or new interpretations of old ideas, more acc

eptable. The past was
a cultural womb.

— - The myth of the state -
The kings of the lists shared one title in common: all were Kings of Upper and Lower

Egypt, the two archetypal geopolitical divisions of valley and delta. In this title

lay a
powerful expression

of unity. Again, however, we find the Egyptians shying away from
the unpleasant realities of politics. Order versus chaos is a theme that occurs in various
guises in Egyptian thought. It was a theme of kingship. Several of the reflective texts of
the Middle Kingdom mentioned above (including the lamentations of the scribe Ipuwer)
dwell on the nature of a disordered world, making the king responsible for its cure, but
these, as noted above, belong to a tradition of limited free speculation at court. At the
level of formal ideology division and disunity were seen not in terms of potential frag-
mentation into multiple territories, or into the topsy-turvy chaos of the lamentations of
Ipuwer. That would have given too much weight to a disturbing possibility. Instead a sym-
bolic dualistic division was proposed. This appealed to the Egyptian love of symmetry, as
reflected throughout their art and architecture. Moreover, the idea of two originally sepa-
rate kingdoms provided a basis for the king’s unique unifying role that was safer and more
respectable than a greater number of lesser units, or a wider condition of anarchy. It also
matched the general geographical division of the country into two halves, although real

-~ political history shows up internal divisions along different lines.

The elaboration of this aspect of kingship was as much pictorial as written. The Egyp-

tians excelled in strong and direct visual symbolism. In this they were helped by the
- hature of hicroglyphic writing. Most hieroglyphic signs stood for groups of consonants,
S0 that pictures of things could be used to write other words that had the same sequence

onsonants even if pronounced differently. It is as if, in modern English, we chose the
1Cture of a Jeaf to write all words with the sequence of consonants / and [ thus, leaf, life,
4/, laugh, and aloof. (Context and additional signs when necessary prevented ambigu-
This dissociation between sign and meaning was boldly exploited by artists. And it
ned a characteristic of the writing system that, although at an carly date a cursive
of writing (hieratic) was developed, for use with pen, ink and papyrus, in formal
EXES artists lovingly retained all the detail and natural form of the originals so that
Ots were never lost, Artists could thus take hieroglyphic signs standing for abstract
"Pts and work them as tangible objects into artistic compositions whilst retaining
ty of style. This emblematic use of hieroglyphs contributed a visual clement to a

ogical language-game, It is an important characteristic of the Egyptian art style, as
stramt with whi

ch it was exploited. In any one composition only a very few signs
be treated in this way, giving a clear and immediate message

set of examples which summarizes the basic ideology of the Egyptian state is

()
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72 Establishing identity

(the science of taxonomy), just as was done ituitively in the onomastica, which served as
memory aids for the range of knowledge which was absorbed simply as a result of being a
reasonably well educated Egyptian,

This vicw of names led to a prominent characteristic of I
of gods became the building-blocks for expanded definitions of divinity which at the same
time dirccted the attention towards an underlying unity. Thus in one version of the Book
of the Dead, Osiris is defined as: “Lord of eternity, Wenen-nefer, Horus of the Horizon,
with many forms and manifestations, Ptah-Sokar, Atum in Heliopolis, Lord of the Myste-
rious Region’. The nanies of no fewer than five ‘gods’ are used here to enrich the imagery
by which Osiris is to be understood.”
contained in a short speech by the sun-god: ‘1 am Khepri in the morning, Ra at mid-day,
Atum in the evening”® Fascination with the ‘names of god’ produced Chapter 142 of the
Book of the Dead, which carries the heading “Knowing the Names of Osiris in his every
seat where he wishes to be’, and which is an extensive list of geographically local versions
of Osiris, as well as of versions of several other divinities finally summarized as ‘the gods
and goddesses in the sky in all their names’.”

An appreciation of the Egyptian mode of thinking is essential to the correct evaluation
of texts which may seem to have a more dircet bearing on the real, material world; texts
which can become sources for history. Place names were just as open to manipulation,
giving rise to a form of symbalic geography. It was a kind of word game which sought
an idealized and symmetrical layout of places which were handled primarily as place
names given mythological associations, Otten, perhaps always, there was something there
on the ground, a huddled mud-brick town or a nondescript little locality. But although
symholic geography articulated a myth of territorial supremacy on the part of the state,
it is a mistake to take the geographical references in religious sources as guides to ancient
real geography. To do that is to miss the abstracting powers of the Egyptian mind which
created an ordered and harmonious myth-world from common and often probably rather
humble experience. The result was full of familiar names yet helonged to a higher plane. It
hovered tantalizingly between reality and abstraction.

It also, however, sets a trap for the unwary. Modern sch
approach of lawyers: documented facts are assem
and a verdict is reached which satisfies modern
But ancient texts and scenes reflect their own intellectual aesth
from within the minds of their creators,
straightforward projection of the material worl
ogy uncovers. Symbolic geograp
think of using it as a straightforward basis for historic

We are now in a slightly better position to pursue
Sermusret I A written version of the myth occurs as part of the Memphite
Shabaka Stone, mentioned carlier.”® Outwardly it has narrative form:

gyptian religion. The names

al reconstruction.
the imagery on the throne bases |
Theology:

¢ Ennead gather to him. He judgt‘d.:_

arrel. He made Seth king of Upper.
was born, which 157
of Lower Egypt, UP=
“Division of the TW&:

[Geb, lord of the gods, commanded] that th
between Horus and Seth; he ended their qu
Egypt in the land of Upper Egypt, up to the place where he
Su. And Geb made Horus king of Lower Egypt in the land
to the place where his father [Osiris] was drowned, which is

A very explicit revelation of this phenomenon is

olarship inclines towards the
bled, they are discussed point by point, =
logic and the ‘weight of the evidence’.
etic. They were composed J
and reflected an inner world which was not a
d, the world which, for example, archaeols
hy was a product of an imaginative people. We should not

h
[!
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Lands’ [a mythi : i
thai.lr: ksalbh’r{l:]:l:;iz pf;l;:l :1;11m :zldwugh an Egyptian would probably instinctively
: : ; s Horus stood over one region, and Seth stood ove e
:ﬁfu_? TE(:y n;mdc peace over the Two Lands at Ayan. That was the div;:ilt;r? l:'f
—eh I;?PQ:E:; Of ST;ECJ; it éet;)mcd wrong to Geb that the portion of Hur;ls was
ke cth. So Geb gave to Horus his inheritance, for he is the s :
l];.‘la.ﬁ;rﬁtbﬂﬁl son. Geb’s words to the Enncad: T have appointed Horuss tﬁcs lg::t-r
; ]»?: E'LI‘ \'w').]_,-lc i Hor;s \{310 arpse as King of Upper and Lower Egypt \\:ho .united
the ands in the Nome of the Wall [i.c. Memphis], the pl ce 3 i
. ‘ _ e M s], place in which the
}l:[\;(jm f,anr}d; t\m ;ﬂi dlimtcd. l}eed and papyrus were placed on the double dt;nrcolf t}:z
use 1 ¢ temple of Ptah at Memphis]. That means H
pacified and united. They fraternized so as t ; agin s ik i
fiad : cy iz ; o cease quarrelling in whatever place
icy might be, being united in the House of Ptah, the ‘Balance of the T::;e ; ﬂnatll‘;:
in which Upper and Lower Egypt had been weighed. . ’

gnc ;Ezllzg%lilssht Othr?}rllessll;logu]i arsld Seth are representatives of Upper and Lower Egypt

. . - On the Shabaka Stone Seth’s place is diminished. F: initi

ity with Horus he is subsequently disi 1 fescing n s ne oo

ly disinherited, though acquiescing in hi
archetypal tension has been created which king o0 el b ensuring the sivah
. each king must resolve b 1 i
of the sense of legitimacy and ; - e Aeadii
y and orderly rule that Horus stood for. Thi
further ancient allusions on the same th i o] somean o s o OF
ient : > > theme which can be found d
of Pharaonic history, pose a fundam i b et o e
f Phe 4 ental question. Does th h i
historical phase in the history of i e o en e
y of the Egyptian state? Or was it devi i 1
lectual aesbutic to orovi o : ' ! was 1t devised as a piece of intel-
philosophical basis for th 1 i i

dc;cloped along a different historical path? o the Beyptian sie which had, in fact

thatats}tlegfrrll;tr}?tslgns ﬁf schof}ars \évere frequently attracted to the first of these hypotheses
mehow reflected a formative historical phase. Befc ’

saw two kingdoms, each with a ‘national god’ Eevpt wncior Horue, Dopasy they

: . 4 god’: Lower Egypt under Horus, U,

~under Seth. A turning point had come when Lower Egypt defeated the soilthpfxf; f‘sggf

shed a unified kingship, even though this might have been short-lived in view of other

- evid whi A%
; idence ltnch sug.gestcd that t}.le Ist Dynasty began with unification imposed from the
outh. That there is an alternative explanation owes much to archaeology. Indeed, the
- 2

- synthesis of sources, of archa wi i !
5 eolo ith a; my vi i Y
',,(-!EQIO_{:,’ v is cr eated.Qs’ 34 ncient: m th, pro ides a case hlStOI of how

The formation of the state: a model for early Egypt

ddeology i
3 iot;:ui?rrlg:; ;vgztthti statt}el: a body of thou.g'ht to complement a political entity. How
thmpolggis:g oo ) 1acc: as been the object pf much study by archaeologists and
e .l;DOk g ;ahca;;a.s vary a great deal in their particular circumstances, and
e all o tc. ecklist of unlv'ersally .vahd causes or a single cause which out-
oo example ;ta tgy}) is pfxrtlcularly interesting because, apart from being one of the
S fac’t()rs :?0 })tn'na;mn seems to.have taken place in the absence of some of the
B o . is hard to imagine, for example, that in a land where popula-
wvely small and natural resources so abundant, competition for resources

1Cer necessi j i
ty was a major factor in the emergence of political domination.3! It




GL

[e10110 3y} Fuump uosurdxs U ULY
I 1 reonnod pue [erojrs s - 0F 93835 J0 3
A2 o uwmoys potiad ouseudpaty sre i-}l{i ur 1(1.‘?.5}'_;[]' f:gl?f‘;'flfgtgéiz PUE S10008) [erusuuony,

Salunwwos ueueyebs lews *| sbeig

o

i Ho-ury aoepng pue
__/ s, HEjUR! posReru ARurtimy uy
e O FPUTEST PUB SOSTRIE — ipem
] o
AN S
S ‘o) - St oy R

>
= {lamog 30} edars Buinicrey

— tiada Aipunp-a) sl

g wues: e
0BuTyoxe xbi yineay -ar“m:

1Y
|| B oo Lwm Aog
/,\ heLa

\
SR iR fEUsEsy Pl U} poylio)

- e

£ e e i i

sajeys-Auo yuaidiou) g abeig

Jlels /([.IEQ Y1 jo SUOIl‘BpUﬂOj [enidaraIun YT,

SPUL] PO 17 a.rn"; '

aonoad sowreS Jo spuesnoyl SuruiSeurt Aq AJi[Ea [0110JSTY 0} JISOD IAOWL UL I
3 -owres o ut 35e)s 21e] B 03 A[UO SBUOEQ UM STY JO Anpiqeasur oy
(re [[E JO $19sse O Surzrjodouow Aq SUIM 37 210J2q IWIN JO IaNeUl ® A[uo sawodaq
-yqeddorsun sau002q 1akerd yet os pue srokerd 19110 Y3 £q pasod siearyy a3 ySrommno
} sjossE JUITOLJNS PIYE[AWINIIT SEY 1okerd suo 21oym jutod [EINILD € SPIEMO) Kioyoalen
‘smoa] A1qeIoxaut swes oy 0s pUy J[ASH I0IOJUIAI 0 SINULUOD uonsod snoaSejuepe
q yey} Spuy Yeals Sururm e up uoszad -gouejtodwit [euLSLIo s O uongiodoxd 1re jo
Jrio 10930 u0-yoous, ¥ seq 1] -oweS oy jo ssaxSoid juanbasqus SjoyMm a3 JIOISIP O ySnoua
umpagrmba 93 s1asdn sonjou adedsa Aew awn Y} 3B B} o8ejueApE UY A[PIULYIPUL IST]
ou soop s12kerd oy jsSuoure Ayfenbs [eNIUL 34} JEY} ST SUIOINO JUO Ing “(sa1e3s Juardiout
fuew jo 21Ey oy sdeyiad) onSne} Jo WOPaIOoq WO SWES 91} UOPUEqE ULd sxokeyd o3
e Suoj Os Joj ISE] Ued ST, Ieyoue O uoy pue 1ke[d U0 01 3sIy FurduIMS o8ejueApe
a1y “yuore] A[uo uonnaduwIod JO JUSLIS(I I3 LM PUE araydsowne ueLIeI[eS9 UL U 951y 1€
- Amo[s spiojun aure$ oy 1, *suoiswop [euosiad pue (s10)0¢] [EUONEDO[ IO [eyuswuoIAud “§'3)
$25UEYD JO UOTBUIUIOD B JO SUBIW Aq spaavoid awesd 2y, PIFuod £q Aquado szouwn 19781
pUe ‘So1IPOWIOD JUSIAPIP JO sofueyoxa Aq (A[SNOISUOIUN JUIIXI JLUOS 03) ajaduron Aoy,
‘renuazod renba Aysnor yo s1okerd Jo IOQUINU B JABY oM 1IBIS A3 1Y "PU] Ajodouoppy, 241
Jo awred paeoq e Sururdeurt £q Aduns uiSoq ued apm (g¢ ‘TE ‘16 somStg 99s) urkerd owes
10 ASofeue o) YSnoIy) 2FeSIAUD UED IM 4dASq juerue Aq parddns pury a3 jo ‘renuarod

[eInymonISe PajTuIun ISOUI{e JO odeospuey € U 300} UONTAdIIOD STy} YOIgM 3SIN0D SY L,
‘Pa[ alom Ayrofewa
a1 PUE SIAPEA| JI9AL MIJ B UIIYM U 3SOIE SINFUNLIIOD ‘srowirey Jo suonuBaiSie ssaf
-prap A[renuassa worg "A13008 Jo 2Inen o Ul 2SueLD SOUTH{[E-10]-PUE-30U0 B 1YEN0IM 1]
qaioue auo gum uonnaduios {enuajod OjIr SONIUNWWeD pue S[ENPLAIPUL sind Amuapt jo
asuas oMsSAW PUE UOHIQUIT jO TOHEUIGUIO) U1 I[EUONES I} IANEUM UOTHG IR A[POM
woxy Aord opaedos 03 OGP Apemonaed surewal J1 sOWT WISPOW MH] "PUI SLITS I
saranpoe anpa Apsaud e jo wowsiazadns sy sopun oonpoid jo uOHRUOp Y PUT SIULIYS JO
Juawdoaop s ySnoxyy spod o Sunjeor(d sty se Appnao se payuasad 10 paawatad ag
Jou panu ] "€19Y10 wWoy I SUIaod 10 1t Suiseypimd Aq g aed UMO T U0 HIOM (I3
-oufe enxa yEnong jou J1 Aroyoupsnes 250w e 1o0f snpdans [emnouse ue Suiureqo
jo Anpessod ayy 295 Aoy pue Fm sanpoduwiod © WOS U] SUaEME 1] - MuSisaos, piom
aiSew S S1PEOM TIDpOW a1} Ul S JO ApeSoy AU *PALIOUOD ANUNTIUION I UILIIM
FOUSPYUOI-T[IE JO I5UIS Terroad T SIE01D TIM UT YOTM SUL) aroquuids onsdur at passardxa
il 2] 0) AUL0D YIITM SIYSLL [BLOILLIDY JO I5U28 [Mysasod © 01 2511 9ALE puel jo 1ovL WS A
jo Sunjom puw uorjednano JuIuLLLIdg Testfojoyadsd st amou] [EOUDSSD Y, qdAdy se

sired awos 11 §s900xd 9Y) UMOP PIMO[s 1LY SISNE, 10 yoop @1 apqeynsnl se ST 1 uexa
SHY3 O, “SMO[[T STI1 YOIYM 9SeaLatT nonemdod ;i pue samy[noSe Papies Jo 30v) A10a a1
UM JUSLDYUT 31| 01 sa0uTIsl Auei Un U195 24ES @ jo Imo18 oy 10§ onueuAp AL
“SITR{JE [E20] UT 90UIN[ul SUTUiULImap €
oy saojuod Hq 01 U] $590008 [220] JO suSls aq 0) A[9YI] SIOUI Jej dIE SUOHIIULOD I5IYY INg

-00D [ELLIAINS 2DUTSIP-SUO] 03 syutod 20UIPIAT SUIOE "PAOYIEIs O yed oy Suofe paoueApe

a1 ur Ag[[EA IN YT TIHUMS padapasp TR SI9IUD 1) pue “eaIy) AIRIU [BUIIXD UL
21911 SEM JON "9010) Jolvw v 0wl open sowioad 0) A[SSI[PI9U 2DUIPIAD I} sureds OS[e

Amuaps Surgsqqersy ¥

yons *ssaffio i sfvssed prder e r paso[e gargm 3501 10] (20LIS O SL I ST PIOM 23 JO

_oure[y pue enueodosay UIIYINOS ST 18] ST Guryoear ‘poLIag I ePESEN dYi Ul suonddd -~

[ Apenafe SORIUATIHOD 90w usaq ATt 01 wads Asend sy A dn Swipesy poutad____




76 Establishing identity

kilomelres

Figure 22 State formation: hypothetical map of the most important proto-states of Upper Egypt

as they developed in the late Predynastic Period (see Figure 23, p. 77).

simultaneously, with winners promoted to join a progression of increasingly sel
where they dress in strange costumes and perform the acts of play with exaggera
gestures, the successful amongst them playing for ever higher stakes. We need also
correct the timescale, our view of who the ‘players’ really are. For the most part, so fe
significant changes of circumstance occur in any one real lifetime that each player is actus
ally many generations treated as a unity. And in real life the games continue beyond t
point of winning. Processes of decay and fission set in and the games go o ¢
outcontes likely. This point will be developed further in Chapter 8.

The attraction of this analogy is that it sets up in our imaginations a simple sy
feedback loops.%® It concentrates attention on the essence of a basic process al
history and draws one away from the temptation to explain events through single caus
Human societics large and small are made up of individuals whose behaviour is 0o '
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R “ MNubm
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%

- Figure 23 State formation. Left, A simple lincar view. The processes of centralization are at work

throughout the area but at different rates, so that di

; ; ates, wat different stages of development (arbitrarily reds

c[;‘ trl_lin:&} had been reached by the time that the politically most dr:vclapgg centrE:, a proto;kzigllfl(;en{f
pper Egypt based at Hicrakonpolis (Figure 22, p. 76), embarked on a military expansion

It tllirllaul;l;td by arrows) which engulfed the whole of Egypt. Early in the Lst Dynasty the expansion con-
B into Nubia. Right. A more likely process, of complicated but now unrecoverable niicro-history
3 d_'mg an ehb and flow of success for individual places, not necessarily based upon violence. In
e diagram the boundaries are those of local autonomy. ‘

tely predicta.ble. The result is not wholly randomized ‘background noise’. As with any
m}:::;c atdaptwe system that allows a .degree of free association and interaction of its
A ca;nse}t)arts —1 fthe‘ moleFules of air in weather formfitions, for example — tiny varia-
Nl Cupds.e_ —reu;_lform'ng consequences that grow in power out of all proportion to
el iiteon glons.l urricanes suddenly appear. The process can also lead away from
Ay gration already achieved. The rapid cqllapse of communist states in eastern
€ 1980s and 1990s and the equally rapid collapse of the market economy of

IWest i iki
n 1929 are striking modern examples of human social and economic systems
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HIERAKONPOLIS |

portion of the painted wall of tomb 100

[ . 'ceremonial’ site 29A

'
edge of -~ u
cultivation

metres

_ and templa of
: Horus

(Figure 41)

wall and gateway
(Rigure 26)
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unusually Targe and well furnished and, most unusually for the Predynastic Period, had
been lined with brick. If we combine the archacological picture of Nagada with the later
position of Seth, we have a reasonably firm basis for claiming that at some time in the
later Predynastic Period Nagada had been the capital of a chiefdom or small state.

The association between a major early archaeological site (Nagada) and the cult of one
of the gods most closely associated with kingship (Scth) is encouragi ngly neat, The second
site; Hierakonpolis, also contains the essence of a similar association, this time with Horus,
but of an altogether more complex kind. The site itself lies in the most southerly region of
Upper Egypt (Figure 25).% Its importance is visible from two aspects of its archacology.
One is the sheer size of the spread of settlement debris of the Predynastic Period (7 hec-
tares on the desert, and more now buried heneath modern fields). It includes an enigmatic
set ol structures (locality 29A) that might be the remains of a ceremonial area (see below,
pp. 117-9). The second aspect comprises a number of unusually rich and well constructed
tombs divided between at least two widely scparated cemeteries (cemetery 6 and the other
unnumbered). One tomb at the latter, no. 100, lined with mud brick and painted with a
series of scenes, must have been the tomb of a late Predynastic king.”” Although in style
the painting appears alien in comparison with the formalized art of the Dynastic Period,
we can recognize at least two motifs which survived into historic times: the victor smiting
bound enemies with an upraised mace (Figure 33, lower, p. 96), and the ruler standing
beneath a simple awning, reminiscent of later scencs of the king seated during the jubilee
or Sed-festival (see below).

In its general aspect Hierakonpolis rescmbles Nagada. Both sites also exhibit a pro-
nounced shrinkage towards the end of the Predynastic Period, This marks a fundamental
change in the nature of settlement, bound up with the appearance of true urbanism in
Egypt: the shift from sprawling low-density settlements to walled brick-built towns of far
higher population density. The city on the floodplain into which the low-density occupa-
tion of Hierakonpolis eventually coalesced has fared much better than Nagada. Destruction
has been less intense, and much of the archacological digging has been reasonably careful.
One discovery has been a fragment of a sector of the Early Dynastic town, kept separate

Figure 25 Hierakonpolis: cradle of Egyptian kingship. The base map shows the areas of low-
density Predynastic settlement together with the cemeteries on the low desert, and the possible
ontinuation of settlement beneath the present foodplain, on an ancient wadi outwash fan now

~ buried beneath alluvium. In the midst of the latter area stands the walled town of Hierakonpolis of

the Dynastic Period (see Figures 41, p. 122, 68, p. 196), which represents; as at Nagada, a smaller
‘but much denser settlement than its Predynastic predecessor. The map is after W, Kaiser, MDATK 17

s 3[1951), 6, Abb. 1 and M. Hoffman, The Predynastic of Hierakonpolis, Giza and Macomb, 111, 1982, end
- map. Towards the beginning of the developmental sequence of kingship is tomb 100 {the ‘Decorated

omb'), probably the tomb of an early king of Hierakonpolis of the Nagada IT period (c. 3300 BC),
id the enigmatic ‘ceremonial’ site 294 (Figure 53, p. 149); at the other end is the fragment of

ly Dynastic palace wall {¢. 5000/2700 BC) and the huge mud-brick ‘fort’ of the end of the 2nd
ynasty, bath monuments of the aristocratic family which continued to occupy Hierakonpolis for
veral generations after the beginning of the 1st Dynasty. The Early Dynastic palace gateway and
ll are 4 simplified version of Figure 26, p. 82. The *Main Deposit” is an anciently buried cache of
¢ vative equipmient of the late Predynastic/Early Dynastic Period and somewhat later, found
;wﬂ‘! temple enclosure of Horus. A detailed plan of the temple remains is given in Figure 41,
22, Amongst the material in the deposit were the Narmer Palette (Figure 27, p. 84) and Smaller
konpolis (or Two-dog) Palette illustrated in Figure 31, p. 94.
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Establishing identity

slate’ carved on both sides with scenes
er (written at the top in the
to the beginning of the lst
f Dynasty 0 of Hierakonpo-
and other insignia of sarly
Beside the captive’s head a

Jarmer Palatte, 63 cm high, is a slab of *
of a king with the Horus name of Narm
who must have lived immediately prior
been the last and greatest of the kings o
wearing the white crown of Upper Egypt
¢ about to smite a kneeling captive.
as Wash. The design above pro
falcon) has won a victory over
ler. Behind Narmer is a high-r
of conguest in the top and bottom registers
ony, in the form of the intertwined and cap

Figure 27 The!
commenmorating the Teign
‘palace fagade’ rectangles),
Dynasty and may well have
lis. On the lgft side, Narmer,
monarchy, stands with upraised mac
aroup of hieroglyphs gives his name
tary message that the Horus-king (the
of whom Wash was presumably the ru
king’s sandals. On the right side the images
by the central design which expresses harm
animals. In the top register Narmer, now wearing the red crown of
by two men of high rank, walks to inspect two rows of bound and
is preceded by four bearers of standards of distinctive shape. These stan
“Followers of Horus', or “The gods who follow Horus’. Whatever their origin,
they were clearly part of the array of symbols which contributed to the unigue aura o
symbols above the decapitated enemies cannot be interpreted with confidence. In
the conquering power of the king, symbolized by a bull, is directed against a walled and fortt
town. The drawings of the palette are after J.E. Quibell, 48
Hicrakonpalis 1, London, 1900, PL X XIX: W.M.E Petrie, Ceremonial slate palettes and corpus of pro
dynastic pottery, London, 1953, Pls ], K; V. Davies, Nekhen News 10 (1998}, 22.

an enemy based in the delta;
anking figure who carries the

tive mythical

f kingship- T

hably conveys the supplemen- .

are balanced
Lower Egypt and accompanied

decapitated enemies. The party
dards were later ca.ll::d the

the lowest registel

36, 1898, Taf. XII, X1II; ].E. Quibchis

e

*-i
® ﬁ . )'lll |

Figur s

a:%:r ti lfrsrulc'];-hflfu(il :a.spcrl:c? of Horus: as heavenly power, wielding instruments of destruction, and
ey een ) and (5) are figures of Horus wiclding a spike or harpoon. On (3) (left) he "l|‘
e f‘:hc ﬁgh:ur" m:_lce., sh'l‘!’_ld and hoe. Towards the right side of (3) the Horus name of tJhc k; =
o -Eaévrém}z with a mace-and-shield hieroglyph, is borne as an emblem by the fi T.rl]g‘
9N, ? : ;J 'a 15 (b} c.‘Llhlql.Ll_lOLL% nature of Horus as heavenly power is symbolized by a gboni
s (EJ, ng; Lot :an;me .;.lofl by a pair of wings. The Horus name of the king cm"nmt:l)'(ncmtead
0p (2 ek 8 e ; as that depicted in Figure 26, inset. (1) is a reconstructed figure on the sid
pf anc.fghe 0 E1‘:|C]|zs ti:?lgs;l_Lscc Figure 45, p. 130}. (2) is an ivory comb, length 8 cm, from Ab 'drnr.c
g K g!lzggg 4,4@ ot 5 (1930), 11?—16; F. Tiradritti, The Cairo Museum; maste.'p:!mrs af I, :r iin
o Lodon 990,40 e o e ofome o i ooy yar s o Neps, i
1 in the missing area of water beneath the cé’mral b,oa-t,_]frgdarr]::w.’ng.{’fi{;'4;2{11;0;‘)]]]%?’;1??; 1? foce il

gw

Il

.' l . N
‘:?zlzl;;;t:gth}::n female c‘ountcrpgrt, the goddess Hathor) was, in historic times, a god of
i & anence in specific local forms. He was thus ‘ i
;- . T , at one and the same t
: d\i'ff;irizlltatr;djﬁ);gael, aTI;Ihough hc:lv far his universality was recognized in Predynastiz tiI::;
. The name Horus means “The One on High’, and
a boat astride a pair of wings i s o e
; gs in the sky, above a second H fi
a king’s name (Figure 28.2). Later thi ir ore pamicularly at the
: .2). thinking located Horus more particul
| ) ; . arly at th
& ]{t();: I_:;:)ll(-:l ]z:}slsoa‘a;t{ed him with the su.n-god Ra at the time of sunris};, in the chr?binae-
i z ' ty (d a-HOI‘l.lS of .the .hOI‘lZOIl’). Early representations (Figure 28) also stress
5 (f(I))r (;1 :111' shgw him v»lrie)ldmg weapons — a spike, a harpoon, a mace-and-shield
cking down walls) — an aspect which survived i ’ i
B hackin: walls) spe ived into much later times as
e ger of his father’ (Osiris) and ‘Min-Horus, the victorious’, the object of a cult
0 historic
= tajt;n};: times logal .forms of Horus (and Hathor) appear both within Egypt and
f S therelgn. t.ernto‘rlf:s.under Egyptian control. ‘Horus Lord of Hebenu’ was, for
P’ ;nd : I_;frcmdmg d1v1n1t).r at the town of Hebenu in Middle Egypt; ‘Horus Lor’d of
i Nubizru]; I_}.lord of Mla.m’ were cults set up by the Egyptians at two of their for-
i ,» Buhen and Miam (modern Aniba). Two more of these topographically
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88 Establishing identity

have been possible but they reveal an oddly unprepossessing beginning for a place of
later legend.*? The first scttlement (stratum I), 4—5 metres below the present ground level,
_appeared in the first quarter of the fourth millennium BC. Its remains display no recog-
nizable architecture and its inhabitants had made for themselves copies of pottery that was
at home in Palestine during the contemporary Chalcolithic Period. Were they themselves
immigrants? In the subsequent phase (stratum II) the pottery seems to be largely derived
from northern Egyptian styles, and the remains of a simple architecture of wooden posts
and wattle-and-daub screens can be recognized. Then, towards the end of the Predy-
nastic Period (beginning Nagada I1d), came a substantial change in the local way of life
(stratum III, continuing into IV). Mud-brick buildings appeared, along with pottery of the
Upper_Egyptian_(Nagada) tradition and a major change in the types of flint tools. With |

stratum V and the Early Dynastic Period the excavated area is filled with a fragment of |

an extensive mud-brick building of small interlocking spaces (Figurc 29). Is it a palace? A
closely similar sequence (but without a ‘palace’) has been found at Tell Ibrahim e

the north-castern delta, and is probably represented at other delta sites.** At Min u o
Omar, also towards the north-east, a Nagada-style cemetery appeared in the ! ga-
Jdent

da II period and served a settlement into the Early Dynastic Period, but as yet
is known of the settlement to visualize what kind of place it had been previously.™
The culture of the lower, pre-brick building phases at Buto is sufficiently distinctive
to merit the use of a separate term to distinguish it from the Nagada cultures of Upper
Egypt. The term that has come to be accepted derives not from Buto but from the pre-
viously excavated site of Maadi, now within a southern suburb of Cairo of this name.*s
This was an extensive settlement (130,000 square metres) that did contain houses, but
made from wooden posts which must have supported screens of reeds. Mud bricks were
used hardly at all. Its material culture is similar to that of Buto stratum II, and neither
by structures nor by artefacts can we detect any significant accumulations of wealth or
prestige. Copper was present, not only as the material for a limited number of objects, but
also as a poor-quality ore. Yet the extent to which a copper industry had been developed
remains unclear. The occupation of Maadi began in mid-Nagada I and came to an end in
the latter part of Nagada IT, but whether as a consequence of political and social change
or of environmental deterioration (it stood on the desert edge) is also not clear. Its place =
as a local centre of population was taken by a community whose extensive cemetery was
long ago excavated at the site of Tura, only one kilometre away, where the material culture
buried with the dead was of the Upper Egyptian Nagada tradition. .
Throughout the Dynastic Period, with only isolated exceptions (of which the most h
conspicuous occur in the Second Intermediate Period, see above, pp. 39-41), the visible
culture of Egypt was more or less uniform from Elephantine to the Mediterranean. But
Maadi culture represents a period of perhaps four centuries (based on radiocarbon dates)
when this had not yet come about, and the way of life at Buto and elsewhere in the nor
seems to have been different. From our standpoint it was less advanced in terms of buil
ings and artefacts and the technology that the latter required. Uniformity came abo
through the northward expansion of the Nagada culture of which the towns of Nag
and Hierakonpolis were important centres. Nagada culture had roots even earlier in U
Egypt, some of them visible in the traces of tiny communities of the fifth millennium
found in the region of the modern village of El-Badari (hence the archaeologists’ !
Badarian). Cultural difference notwithstanding, a settled farming way of life seems
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developed in the north at least as early as it did in the south. The same competitive proc-
esses must have begun to come into play there as well, losing out only in the later stages of
disequilibrium.

The significance 6f this difference is hard to evaluate. So much that makes up culture -

and identity is not expressed directly through material remains and so leaves the archae-

ologist with little that is firm to grasp. The ability to organize and-to fight is not, for

example, wholly to be measured in how well villages are constructed and how ornate are
the pots. Thucydides in the fifth century BC made the point tellingly in a contrast between

Athens and Sparta, both great powers yet the latter ‘simply a cdliection of villages, in the

ancient Hellenic way’. He invites the reader to imagine Sparta reduced to ruins: ‘1 think
__ that future generations would, as time passed, find it very difficiilt fo believe that the place

had really been as powerful as it was represented to be.*” The archaeological evidence
from Buto suggests that palace culture, if such it was, arrived only with the 1st Dynasty,
but that does not answer the Thucydides paradox: that power and display are not wholly
dependent upon one another.

This brings us back to the topic of identity. In the south, the material culture of Nagada
had much more in common with that of northern Nubia, its neighbour, and the peoples
of the two areas were closely similar at the skeletal level, as we saw in the last chapter. Yet
we know, because the difference persisted into historic times, that the two societies were
divided by language and that Egyptians saw Nubians as a different people. To the north
the distinction, at the level of archaeology, between the Nagada and Maadi cultures seems
to be larger. What other differences might there have been, which are now invisible to
us? Those who write about this period tend to take for granted an ethnic and linguistic
homogeneity for all Egypt, leaving a greater burden of proof on these who \\'ould‘arguc
otherwise. Experience over the last few centuries of the expansion of cultures that have
- become dominant, however, is that language is a ready victim in the reduction of cultural

. diversity. There is, I would have thought, an equal justification for holding that the north

had, until Early Dynastic times, an identity of its own, expressed in its own language.
] The conspicuous ‘Egyptianness’ of the historic periods, which was later so easily able to
- snrb‘ outsiders, might itself have been the result of the northward expansion of an Upper
Igyptian identity in which language played a key role. We are unlikely ever to be able to
explore this possibility further, but should retain it as an option.
Late 'in the Predynastic Period a third major player emerged in Upper Egypt, repre-
nted in the archaeological record at the site of Abydos (Figure 30).*® Throughout the
araonic period Abydos remained a town on the edge of the desert, one of those places
k coales.ced from several tiny settlements at the end of the Predynastic Period. From the
le Kingdom onwards it was nationally famous for its cult of the god Osiris, whose
D was thought to be in the desert behind Abydos and was a place of pilgrimage for any
0 wished to enhance the prospects of resurrection after death. It seems never to have
v ‘7!» hmv_cver, as a regional centre. That position, in historic times, was held by the city
g W_hlch seems to have lain close to the river, probably in the vicinity of the modern
i ©of Girga. The local inhabitants of Predynastic times used a number of cemeteries on
tsert edge. But further out across the sand, at the very place which was later seen as
iring tl.m tomb of Osiris, a separate cemetery developed (in modern times named the
I‘Q._a ab, ‘mother of pots’, on account of the vessels left by pilgrims of later periods),
Ng 1 the Nagada I period and culminating with the actual tombs of the kings of
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92 Establishing identity
all. The entry for Menes reads:s‘Hc made a foreign expedition and won renown, but was
arried off by a hippopotamus.’® i )
m;‘;;:c:[;tgsmgs tI:J:pthpc fnal stage in state fomlatiorf: One new aspect of tbe dl-\lnabtt_tc ft;lli
was the keeping of written annals: brief hicrnglypiuc notes on the mos.t signif i;:ﬂﬂl ud;c‘c
in a royal year. The Palermo Stone was compl_lcd_f'mm such documents, §p_ec: ?‘ y ;,
records commenced with the period of Manethos lst D}‘"nasly (the carliest be on;ging [—
the reign of Narmer himself). This may have b.(:cn Sllm(:le?‘ll TEason f?r later.lgcn;,;‘:llm?.:.
to start their lists with Menes {Narmer or A}la): he was Sln’lpl?' the first of ¢ w l{_ngsl'oL
have a reign properly documented by annals.™ 1 m{_‘:n‘t.li:!'ﬂ?d earlier that the ".ll“u_t in 'mg ul:
ventured beyond Menes, with groups of unnamed ‘spirits plar.:e.d bctwc.cn A cnes .u;u e
gods. The Palermo Stone provides us with a clue as tothe origin nf this tr:.lc%nmn. Oll'lg
fhe very top of the stone ran a line of little rect .-mgular !mxcs which cunla:mc?l nomt t }'ic
events of the passing years but simply names Plu.‘i.lltl‘ll: pictures of st:alcd. Lll}gsd : rllL t ti
main fragment they wear the crown that, in !‘I..lill)l‘.l(? times, had nrn_mc tuh?gém L 1 .1:: ml‘l:ﬁ
ship of Lower Egypt. On another, ini the Gairo Museum, they wear t .L Ellll kt, C ' 1-,:
These names must belong to prehistoric kings about whom qnthfug more was nmu:] by
the 5th Dynasty. When grouped as ‘spirits’ by the even later I'url.n com‘pllur they mn ehzt
suitable transition between gods and real kings x\'ith‘recorclcd reigns. For us'the.rt-. 1j th(_
temptation to take them as the kings of Dynasty 0, in charge of several Lfrrlg:r%cs [1:1 :
incipient city-states — throughout Egypt. The noteworthy fact that qn the Elr(r) rag:
ment some of these little hgures wear the double crown means also that thc. g}}l)éx..ufs.
themselves did not, at least in the 5th Dynasty, see Menes as the very first unifier. IFit is

a reliable tradition (and it is a big “if’), it fits in with a more protracted political history of .

: P e s
formation of a unified state, such as the archacological and artistic record implies.

Foundations of ideology (2): the containment of unrule

State formation seems often, perhaps normally, to involve violence, -although VL?lcndcc_
against other human beings was not something that only ap.pc'flred at this stagé. é&i ; r}(}::b:*
noted (p. 48), many of the people buried in the la.te'Pazlae_OShth.lc cemetery at Gebe af lthg'
several millennia earlier had suffered weapon mJurxes._D Violent conﬂ.lct is one }? ‘."
themes of a range of delicately carved low relief scenes in soft stone and ivory which must

: 36 The
have originated from the courts or elite households of Predynastl(.: Upper Egypt.” ‘Th
contain their own symbolism. Some elements survived into the iconography of historH

. : . ’ sc ol
times, but we cannot be sure if the values and meaning were modified in the cour: .

transmission. More serious for our chances of corrcct_understanding i§ the‘ ab_sen.ce ;‘1
gether of many of the most distinctive features of the _1con_og_raphy of h:star?c umr:s. 3
almost the whole of the later iconography of kingslup. is missing, at least until the “:[2, |
of the sequence of the objects in question. The end is rePrescnted by the I’\Ia.rfm(:lz:1 e
and a few comparable carvings (most notably the Scorpion mace head, also rmthc o
konpolis). As objects — commemorative palettes and mace heads = they belong to o

of the late Predynastic. But in their content and style the last picces are the ?r? s
great codifying of traditions that took place immediately prior to the begmnm\gemu _.
Dynasty. At this time, and building on the work of the creators of ca.rher _colmrT‘ E .
picces, creative individuals thought out a remarkably homogeneous intellectual sys
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embraced hicroglyphic writing, formal commemorative art of the kind that becarme one of
the hallmarks of Pharacnic Egypt, and a basic iconography of kingship and rule. Tt was,
in total, not quite the Egyptian-culture of later centuries, Particularly in formal architee-
ture and its meaning the Early Dynastic Period acquired a tradition of its own which was
subsequently, during the early Old Kingdom, subject to a second major re-codification of
form and meaning, But despite later re-workings the meaning of Early Dynastic culture
is to some extent accessible to us because of the wealth of later material in the same style.
This is far less true of Predynastic material. The process of conscious, academic codifica-
tion that laid down the initial rules by which we now interpret Egyptian culture also acts
as a barrier to our understanding the material that had heen produced by previous genera-
tons, during the late Predynasticc We are obliged to attempt interpretation but this has to
involve no small measure of intuition.

One of the most prominent aspects is the use of animals, both real and imagined, as
an allegory of the forces of life (Figure 31). The species are primarily of the deserts, not
those from which the Egyptians later developed animal cults. Sometimes they occur alone,
sometimes they share a scene with human figures. They engage in violence, the predatory
strong attacking the weak, or are at rest. Prominent is 2 harmonious pairing and balanc-
ing of particularly fierce beasts: wild dogs, lions and long-necked mythological creatures.
They are always quadrupeds, and in no respect do they show a resemblance to the figures
of Horus and Seth. One example occurs on the Narmer Palette, and here the context
implies that the paired beasts stand for a political harmony. The theme generally conveys
powerfully the intention on the part of the artist to depict an ultimate, attainable, harmo-
nious framework to a turbulent world, the framework in thé form of reconciled opposites,

_ portrayed in allegorical form. An alternative depiction of order, again using animals to
. symbolize raw, natural life-forms, was by peaceful processions of animals, arranged in
_ horizontal rows one above another. Sometimes they are accompanied by a more hetero-

gencous group of ‘shepherding’ figures that must symbolize a form of control. Sometimes,

oo, the orderliness was emphasized by using parallel horizontal base lines on which the

imals stand. In these cases we can see the beginnings of the division of artistic space
1o defined horizontal bands (registers) that was to become such a distinctive feature of
araonic art. The use of animals as an allegory of untamed chaotic life-force survived
0 the religious art of historic times, most notably in scenes of king and gods capturing
ild birds (and in the Graeco-Roman Period animals as well) in a huge clap-net, where
and context make it clear that the symbolism is of the containment of disorder
ure 32, below).%’
1¢ wall painting in tomb 100 at Hierakonpolis (Nagada IIC phase, ¢. 3400/3300 BC;
re 25) is amenable to the same interpretation. It portrays a symbolic universe in which
central element is a line of boats. This is an early example of the prominent use of
204t as symbol that was to have a long history in Egypt. Some societies (including
of Europe from Roman times onwards) have found in the horse a powerful image
ithority, which elevates and almost enshrines the rider. The Egyptians used the boat,
ecked out in a distinctive way, to achieve the same effect, sometimes turning it quite
Into a shrine (see below, p- 249). In the Hierakonpolis tomb the boats appear as
able points of order and authority, conveying also the sense of passage through
One of them, with its depiction of a ruler seated beneath an awning and protected
le guardian figures, is specifically associated with rule. On all sides are the threats
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Establishing identity
=)
)
£ - of ba as been
. N " - main scene, probably of !).llﬂe_. has <
Figure 33  Abovr. One side of the Tjehenu Pﬂlﬁlt;'ed-n:;‘:;‘:lbeing attacked by animals symboliz-

ini = y ti - 0 -
bottom part shows seven for cing 3 y Ak Symbone:
I'MLtIThc ;i]r:::hv End wic}di];g hoes. The palette presumably celebrated a series of victories
ing the monarchy 3

i ier: i MLEF. Petric, Ceromonial slate paleties
cpansi 3 dom of Hierakonpolis. After W. ic, n apaste
O ot 1. ; Mellink and ]. Filip, Frike Stufen der K
= ks y don, 1953, PL. G; M.J. Mellin } for-diy
s mﬁf‘iﬂ glgrﬂm"{i‘iiﬁgzﬁfétﬁi Ll;er;!ii? 1974, Taf, 214h. Below. T'_h:: scent nf a \T;rrrcjrgt%randét(.ﬁn:&l 3
{PTDP)’l-l:-la l?gzli‘l?_bom-‘:d caijt‘i\'es is taken from tomb 100 at Hierakonpolis (Figure 23, p. 6U),
mace over .

probably depicts a Predynastic king in his role of victor in battle.

1 lopm t S! 5 P
centuries or more ()f mtellectual and artistic dCVC op: ent had ran: fOIIllCd the simy ll‘-‘

to be an element of the royal 'md
o

real landscape of chaos into an imagine§ Othe;world o
Figure 32, above). Real wooden oats also came . .
Sleitr;:cgjn(b 1cgc‘)lnstructions of the Early Dynastic Period {see p. 15080, and Figure 30, p
row of boat burials amongst the funerary palaces at Aby'dos), ot meade itelf Bt
We are entitled to ask: what was the source of the dist()irder.t t;t ade e a8
1 I i he people of a settled society to ieel :
time? It is a common sensation for the p ) 1o fest suron
tile outside world. For the small polit: !
e e o lvlvc:rfl: epa(.)rochial: the alien deserts and neighbouring L:u
Nile. But the more successful of these communiti

1 i icts over territo
the incipient city-states, had become engaged in more organized conflicts

i i ality’
the conflicts which were to lead to the birth of the Egyptian state. The urgent rea

field was s
on walled settlements and the horrors of the battle g(lel P

Predynastic Egypt the settings
munities not too far away along the

conflict involving attacks 1
times translated into pictorial scenes of actual combat (Figure 33), althou

il vi 1 i i ms. From &
of conflict, of disequilibrium, was still viewed in generalized allegorical ter :
’ "

at this

s of latés
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| i 4
X

% Figure 3¢ The theme of duality in carly royal monograms and names. Nos. | and 2 (transi-

tion to lst Dynasty) are monograms which represent in a simple way a scction of _royal palace

— —tagade; without adding the king’s name {compare Figure 26, inset, p. 82); surmounted in each case

| by two Horus figures. After J. Clédat, ASAE 13 (1914}, PI. XTIT; H. Junker, Tirah, Vienna, 1912, 47,

1 Abb. 58.5. In no. 3 the same two Horus figures (a) accompany the name of King {Adjib) Mer-pu-bia

(b of the Ist Dynasty {after W.M.F. Petrie, Royal Tombs 1, Londen, 1900, PI. V.12). No. 4 is a writing

of the name of King Khasckhemui of the 2nd Dynasty in which one of the Horus figures has been

replaced by a figure of Seth (compare Figure 20, p. 70). Afier J. Capart, Memphis & Lombre des pryra-
mides, Brussels, 1930, 119, Fig. 116.

experience of disorder and struggle, the shattering of an carlier equilibrium, arose the
pereeption of a world in conflict, real or potential, between chaos and order. This was to
remain a theme of intellectual coricern for the rest of Egyptian history. So did the notion
that containment (though not ultimate defeat) of disorder and unrule was possible through
the rule of kings and the benign presence of a supreme divine force manifested in the
powers of heaven, of Horus and of the sun. The intellectual view of the nature of the uni-
verse coincided with the structure of political power.

The paired animals are always identical. Even on the Narmer Palette they have no dis-
tinguishing marks to suggest a wish to identify each one in a distinctive way with one part
of the country or a separate kingdom. Political harmeny must be there in the meaning,
but only as an urgent aspect of the ideal of general harmony in the world that the Egyp-
- tians knew: The paired animals are, none the less, the forerunners of the paired figures of
- Horus and Seth. The former are the symbols of a general statement; the latter represent
‘@ more specific application of the concept and its depiction to the new political circum-
- stances of dynastic Egypt. There is an interesting transitional phase to recognize, too. The
- earliest depictions of paired figures standing explicitly for the unity of two kingdoms are
1ot figures of Horus and Seth, but two facing figures of Horus, in an archaic form that

articularly resembles that of Horus of Hierakonpolis (Figure 34).5° This is a straightfor-
Ward adaptation of the paired identical figures on the ‘slate’ palettes, It recurs occasionally
i historical periods, when the two kingdoms can both be represented as an inheritance
aom: Horyg 60
_I'fljht‘ cosmic balancing act was not, by itself enough. Egyptian society of the Dynastic
#¢tiod was strongly hierarchical. Harmony within the state flowed down from a single
tIce, the king, through loyal officials to the people. The king’s role of maintainer of
“¢r was paramount. It covered not only responsibility for justice and piety but also the
quest of unrule. The philosophical texts of the Middle Kingdom depict unrule in terms
only of social upheaval, but also of natural and cosmic catastrophe. The final guaran-
gof armony in society and in the natural order was not a balancing of opposites. One
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The intellectual foundations of the early state 101

Helwan, and presumably represent a continuation of the theme of the perpetual voyage by

the upholder of authority that is so strikingly portrayed in tomb 100 at Hierakonpolis. A

: Tead _ small part of the interior of the enclosure was occupied by a free-standing building near

B, s S b S LT, 5 ’ the east corner. This contained asuite of rooms in some of which pottery storage jars had
: A been stowed. The outer faces of this building had been decorated in the same panelled
style as the great enclosure wall-(Figure-35).

Tiwo paths lead us towards the meaning of this building and its companions. One con-
cerns the panelled effect on the outer walls. The most striking examples occur on the
fagades of large tombs of the Early Dynastic Period (Figure 35.B), mostly in the Memphite
area (although one is at Nagada).®* Some examples preserve the lower part of claborate
painted decoration, which reproduces in great detail a way of further decorating the walls:
by draping over them long strips of brightly coloured matting lashed to horizontal poles.
These panclled surfaces were broken by deep recesses with similarly panelled sides, and
at the back of each recess stood a broader niche, painted red, apparently to signify the
wooden leaf of a door. The whole design of panels, recesses and applied matting-patterns
became a fixed scheme of decoration on later sarcophagi and offering-places in tomb
chapels, and these supply us with the details missing from the upper parts of the Early

| Dynastic tombs.

The design occurs in another context, too. A narrow section of it formed the basis
for the heraldic device in which the Horus name of Early Dynastic kings was written
(Figure 26, inset, p. 82). From this it was long ago deduced that the architectural style
belonged specifically to the royal palace. Scholars coined the term ‘palace fagade’ for the
architectural style. It was only in 1969, however, that an actual stretch of wall decorated
in this style was found which was not part of a tomb. It lay in the centre of the Early
Dynastic town of Hierakonpolis, and formed the gatchouse for what is evidently an Early
Dynastic palace, the one briefly described in an carlier section (Figures 23, 26, pp. 80, 82).
The Hierakonpolis gatehouse, the Shunet ez-Zebib and the frame around the king’s Horus
name reveal that the Early Dynastic kings adopted the niched and decorated facade as a
symbol of power. It denoted by itself the idea of ‘palace’ as a ruling entity, and for those
who were part of the court ~ the palace elite surrounding the king and administering his
power — it was permissible to use a scaled-down version to decorate their own tombs, By
its distinctive and imposing style early monumental architecture in Egypt set up a barrier
between king and people.

For the second path we must turn to a monument which in time is only a genera-
tion later than the Shunet ez-Zebib, but which belongs to another plane of architectural
~ achicvement: the Step Pyramid at Sakkara, tomb of Djoser, the first (or second) king of the
~ 3rd Dynasty (c. 2650 BC).* It is the first building of truly monumental scale in Egypt, con-
- structed throughout of stone.® In its detailing it also contains many of the basic decorative
- motifs of Pharaonic architecture. It represents, in architecture, a major act of codification
o forms such as had occurred in art around the beginning of the 1st Dynasty.

- The Step Pyramid confronts us with a major problem of interpretation. It has many dis-

tinctive parts, each of which must have held a particular meaning. However, very little of it
v b_ﬂl't: any figured or written decoration to declare its meaning explicitly. For much of it we
Ndve to rely upon interpretations derived from far later sources, principally the Pyramid
| “Xts (collections of short theological statements carved inside the burial chambers of
IPyramids from the end of the 5th Dynasty onwards, and the first surviving religious texts

100 Establishing identity

e: the Shunet ez-Zebib at Abydos, mud-brick funerary palace of =

Plate 2 Early royal architectur e B taoking south.cast

King Khasekhemui of the 9nd Dynasty (
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cairns can be clarified by later references, as can one of the prominent groups of symbols.
They are markers of territorial limits.®® Later sources also tell us that the arena itself was
called simply ‘the ficld’, and that the ceremony was termed either ‘encompassing the field’,

or_‘presenting the field’, with the emphasis then on the dedication of the arena to a god,

although this element is not apparent from the early depictions.

_Onme of the general needs of monarchy (and of other forms of state leadership) is a

formal setting for the display of the leader in person, either to the public at large or to the

select representatives who compose the court. In later times the Egyptian sources make
- much of the ‘appearance of the king’, and we should anticipate that each age sought a

dramatic setting for this moment, built around certain basic elements: an open space for
-—assembly, an elevated place where the king could be seen within a formal framing, and
—a token palace where robing and resting could comfortably -and-privately takeplace.-In
Chapter 6 the elaborate devices adopted by the New Kingdom Pharaohs for displaying
themselves will be described and we shall find settings of just this kind. The early sources,
both pictorial and architectural, also combine to satisfy this demand exactly. We have to
imagine that an important part of an Early Dynastic king’s palace was an enclosed arena
or plaza, equipped with cairns which symbolized territorial limits and with an elevated
throne dais shaded by a canopy of distinctive shape (this latter element present already in
one of the boats in Hierakonpolis tomb 100) at one end, and a token palace at the other.
It was used as the setting for major royal occasions, such as the reception of tribute, and
for a particular ceremony in which the king laid ¢laim to his territory by striding forcefully
around its limits. The Shunet ez-Zehib at Abydos and the great plaza in front of the Step
Pyramid are replicas at full, if not exaggerated, scale that provided the king with the nec-
essary setting for his own pageantry for the eternity of death.” One might identify a less
developed example (with as yet no trace of the cairns) in the courtyard with panelled dais
in the Hierakonpolis palace (Figure 26, p. 82).

This is not, however, the end of the story. There is another element to the essential
ritual of early kingship, a periodic celebration that the Egyptians termed the Sed-festival.”!
Sources from early times onwards make the Sed-festival a great jubilee celebration of the
king’s earthly rule over a period that was ideally thirty years, although second and third
celebrations could subsequently take place at shorter intervals. The way that the festival
was conducted changed over time, and so, probably, did the meaning. It is tempting with
. Egyptian religion to combine sources from all periods in order to create a comprehensive
. cxplanation for a particular ritual or belief because the pictorial forms tended to remain

Figure 36 Political architecture. (A) Reconstruction of the southern part of the Step Pyramid of
- King Djoser at Sakkara, ¢ternal plaza of royal display and setting for the Sed-festival (see Plate 3,
- 108), after |.-Ph. Laver, La Pyramide & degrés, Cairo, 1936, PL IV. (B) Scene of King Djoser pro-
' teeding to visit the temporary shrine of Horus of Behdet. The column of hieroglyphs in front of
the king reads: ‘Halting at the shrine of Horus of Behdet.! The last sign is actually a picture of a
“lemporary shrine of the kind modelled in stone around the Sed-festival court at the Step Pyramid,
Note that Djoser wears the crown of Upper Egypt. Northern stela beneath the Step Pyramid at
kara, afier C. Firth and J.E. Quibell, The Step Pyramid 11, Cairo, 1935, PL. 17, and A. Gardiner,
JEA 30 (1944), 26, PI. 114, (C) Stone platform with double staircase as found at the southern end
the Sed-festival court in the Step Pyramid (see Plate 3, p. 108), after Lauer, op. ¢it., P1. LVL] and
45, Fig. 146. (D) Ancient representation of the double throne dais with canopy as used at the Sed-
N val, based on a carved lintel of King Senusret ITI (12th Dynasty), as reproduced in K. Lange and
M. Hirmer, Egypt: architecture, sculpture, painting in three thousand years, third edn, Londen 1961, 102—4,
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The intellectual foundations of the early state 109

Establishing identity

i
mortuary temple
_ with offering-place

causeway to Valley Temple

Figure 38 The apotheosis of kingship. The pyramid of Medum {reign of King Huni, end of the
Srd Dynasty, ¢. 2620 BC) was the first of the new generation of pyramid tombs which conveyed a
radically different view of the nature of the monarchy. Tn place of a tomb which celebrated the king
as supreme territorial claimant and perpetuated his carthly pageantry (Figure 36) the new-style
pyramids proclaimed his absorption into the mystic symboal of the sun. The tiny offering-temple was
the principal gesture to his human aspect. Later pyramid complexes softened this stark contrast in
scale between pyramid and temples.

The social and economic climate in which the ecarly Egyptian state arose still remains
sketchily documented. We can recognize as a general background a relatively egalitarian
larming society settled in low-density villages and larger settlement areas spread through
the Nile valley and delta during the fourth millennium BC, Local identities and com-
Munity leaders emerged, but at a pace and on a scale which varied from place to place.
AInherent in the nature of the process was that local variations that were initially quite
mall were amplified on an ever-increasing scale. This became an exponential rate of

owth for the most successful, which culminated in a single state by the end of the
Predynastic Period. Those involved in this final phase of dynamic growth and terminal
mpetition already perceived the consequences of power on a grand scale and codified
expression in distinctive intellectual form. This cleverly fused together a generalized
tept — the superiority of a locally derived order over a universal chaos — and the posi-

D of a single king whose power as earthly territorial ruler was expressed in monumental
= tlifecture, in ritual and in symbolic art. As a set of ideas and ideals for legitimizing the
¢ of a king over his subjects it was to survive the ups and downs of political history for

Plate 3 The Ste [ l'amld of Kan OSCT rd Dyna: £ Sakkara D[)kl north-west. In front
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