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1.) In Iceland and other countries similar the community emphasise how important it is for children to explore outdoors in their life. Some people wrote about Government papers which says that outdoors is beneficial for children to experience outdoor activity. In the curriculum guidelines, they encourage outside learning environments as a positive outcome for children to decide the benefits of the natural world, also to improve healthy living and wellbeing such as exercising, suggests Norodahi and Johannesson (2013).
This has been highlighted in Iceland for a while, to promote children between the ages of one to six. They contribute in outdoor activities on a daily basis in schools for children between six to sixteen. However, they are districted to outdoor playtime with their peers only at breaktime. It has not been advised what activities the teachers correspond with the students; however, it may suggest that the outdoor learning would be different to inside learning, and the teachers experience. It has been suggested that the teachers in Iceland are taking advantage of outside area more regularly than what they did in the past. Reyjkavik the capital svenity % of schools say that they regularly take part in outdoor activity (Oladottir, 2008).

Adapted from: 
Norodahl, K.
2a) This essay will be about Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, it suggests that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (Murray and O’Brien 2006).
 People are concerned that young children in school does not have the opportunity to experience woodlands and green places similar to what their parents experienced, because they are concerned that something will occur. and children have a wide variety they can participate indoors nowadays, suggests O’Brien and Murray. There is also research that tells us that if children do not participate when they are young, they will be less likely to be involved as they grow older, which may exclude them on physical and emotional benefits towards access to nature. (Ward Thompson and Aspinali and Beli and others 2004). That’s because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are presently encouraging teachers to engage in Forest School in their own schools, especially in foundation phase.

2b) If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?
 They should avoid this because they are taking the credit for somebody else’s work.

You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
True, if you do not reference it would be classed as plagiarism, however you also need to reference when using somebody else’s work to avoid plagiarism. 
Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reason. Whether you believe this statement is true or false.
This statement is false because Wikipedia will not always update their resources for current information. Also, anybody could write their opinion and not necessarily facts.
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
· Be consistent
· Use Speech marks
· Quotations should be in a single quotation
· Name, date and cited correctly
· You can use two authors that explain the same example
Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
·  Library
· Online research
· Ask your lecturer
· Ask other students
· Friends and Family

3.) Write a critical response to an article

In this assignment I will be writing a critical response to an article regarding discipline-based study skills support for first year undergraduate students written by Kathy Durkin and Andrew Main, concerning active learning in higher education. By starting with the meaning of the title it automatically explains that this article will be bringing the concerns of study skills support, in how it has helped or if there are any concerns to be brought up in study skills or about study skills. The topic of the article concludes to explaining how undergraduates work in their first year, and how they cope in learning, studying. It goes on to explain what they understand and what they do not understand, where they are having difficulties in certain areas such as referencing e.g it was described that a few students did not know how to reference correctly therefore they completely missed the referencing out of their assignment, did not reference correctly, or fill the referencing incorrectly to manage their word count number. The article then goes on to explain how the lectures brought forward their concerns in teaching first year under graduated students. It explains how the lecturer needs to get to know each and every student on how they learn, as everyone has their own pace of learning and different techniques, such as taking notes in lesson, typing on a computer, doing activities, visual learning, music. Everybody has a different way of learning that sometimes does not reflect on another student in the lesson. Therefore, the lecturer would have to find a balance to satisfy everyone’s learning needs and speed of learning. This article goes on further to explain that the students and lecturers worked together in asking and answering questions in order to find out where everyone feels about the lesson, and how they can move forward and improve the way of learning in order that everybody understands what is taught in the lesson, and not have any issues when it comes to writing an assignment, leading to panic, anxiety, and stress. Leading under graduated students to misleading the understanding of the question or assignment and panicking before submitting the work risking a fail. This can happen when students do not understand or unsure in doing tasks correctly such as referencing.
The article continues to discuss what the main argument of this article is, “ the aim at which was to fine the tune of mentors’ own study skills” this explains how it is as important for mentors or lectures to understand how to teach as it is for students to understand what their way and technique of learning they prefer and understand, whether it is visual, hearing, doing or someone reading instructions. When this is detected from both mentor/lecturer and student then it is much easier to move forward in learning and improve their academic skills. The authors explain why they have made these researches in order to update on improvements and outcomes, or any problems that may occur in the students understanding of their tasks, and also so the lecturer/mentor know where to go from there on how to help and teach, ceasing misunderstanding happening in future assignments. The authors explain how three first year students would meet at the end of each week to lead their own workshops and raise any concerns or problems come forth to them and contribute between students and lectures/mentors. With arranging for first year students to meet and discuss uses or to help with an assignment this started something called student support, this was the need for study skills for under graduated students, especially undergraduates in their first adjusting to be a student.
 “sixty per cent of students, for example used no references in their first essay, despite the assignments brief and marking scheme clearly stating the necessity for citations” Kathy Durkin and Andrew Main, 2002. This shows that the students did not understand how to reference or cite properly which caused the students to leave them out in order not to get them wrong or in panic not to fail. It goes on to explain “The students did not understand referencing, and hoped it was not important.” Instead of asking the lecturer/mentor on how to reference correctly, they hoped that referencing was not compulsory and did not affect their final score and develop in learning academically. There were issues on both sides for example and quoted “One lecturer had experimented with copying over-head projector slides of lectures to the World Wide Web before each lecture but had found this encouraged students to stop taking any notes at all during lectures, or even to stop attending classes altogether”. (Kathy Durkin and Andrew Main, 2002). As I explained prior every student learns at their own pace in different ways, therefore by relying on notes on the World Wide Web does not help every student in learning and understanding the lesson in lectures, this also caused an issue for students to become ‘lazy’ in their own way of learning by not taking notes in lectures. The authors purpose in this article is to recognise benefits of the programme to help students for further learning, and also to give the opportunity for students and lectures to understand how the other feels, and to raise any concerns, and for the lectures to understand how to teach. This example brought up the student finance because some learners might not have the confident to ask appropriate questions that might need answering towards an assignment.
The authors have used a variety of short paragraphs, which makes it easier for people to read, and does not make them lose concentration. They keep the reader concentrating by not loosing concentration. There has been a continuous of sub titles in order for the reader to select what interests them, and to read on their personal concerns and can skip straight to it. There is a number of statistics where the authors explain a percentage of students that did not understand referencing, examinations marks since 1999-2000, the attendance at workshops being 87% and in sessions 80%, the list goes on. The author also includes bullet points in what the study skills covered and their following subjects. However, the appendices in this article does come across as repetitive at times and could have been a shorter article in this subject and moving on to other issues within learning in higher education.
This article is formal, and easy to read with the subtitles and selective paragraphing. Objective language is frequently used in this article filling with information of facts in writing, comparing with other authors and writers. It may seem that this is how the authors wanted to make a difference with introducing study skills in order to improve further learning with their suggestive persuasive language and expressing their feeling clearly with subjective language such as “Both the mentoring and workshops sessions were very well attended.” (Kathy Durkin and Andrew Main,2002).
The authors clearly state a clear problem within further learning between students and lectures and shows research and facts in order to solve the problem. They came up with a solutions of study skills with previous more experienced students that knows how they feel and gives them the opportunity to make their voice heard and acknowledge any concerns or problems. More than one claims are made, one of them claim that “The knowledge and experience of the mentor is a key issue.”  (Kathy Durkin and Andrew Main,2002} this explains that when a student has an experienced mentor it is easier to understand, but also the student needs to acknowledge that they need to ask if they do not understand how to do a task. This argument continuously keeps being consistent. The article is dated from 2002, sixteen years ago, which can be believed that further learning has improved and changed since 2002.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This leads me to come to a conclusion of this article is appropriate, however it is dated in 2002, which may suggest that there are more valid, appropriate evidence in supporting in further learning since then , and may need further researching to develop these ideas,

