Cultures and Philosophies of Politics (CPP): Essay Questions

The Assignments consist of two 2000-word essays, to be chosen from an open list of 9 topics. The first Assignment will be due on Sunday, 30 April and the second Assignment will be due on Sunday, 7 May.
Each assignment is valued at 50% of the overall mark for the module.


Set by Tristan Nash:
· Do state of nature arguments provide a compelling justification for the existence of the state? 
· Can Social Contract Theory provide a convincing justification for the power of the state over individuals? 
· Critically assess Plato’s critique of democracy. 
· What limits, if any, should be placed upon our freedom of speech? 

Set by Andy Bevan: 
· What do you understand by the philosophical outlook of Cosmopolitanism? To what extent would you regard the UN as an example of cosmopolitan democracy?
· Explain Sankaran Krishna’s use of the term postcolonialism. Is his use of the term helpful as a tool in understanding contemporary international relations, or not? Explain why.
· Is it important to take ecological sustainability into account in evaluating the political policies put forward – whether by governments, oppositions or popular movements – nowadays?  If so, how important is it?
Set by Matt Cobb:
· How effective was the Athenian democratic system in limiting the power of potential autocrats or demagogues? 
· Critically assess Polybius' presentation of the Roman constitutional system. Do you think it was a "mixed constitution"? 

