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1.Introduction
  The report presents the company Astra Zeneca, its financial and economic point of view over a period of five years. Here we will consider how AstraZeneca is presented in comparison in to other two countries of its operation- Sweden and US. 
Facts about the growth of the company will be presented, evaluation and company performance, changes in the performance also some important highlights.
In this independent research the reader will understand which factors may influence AstraZeneca future development or threats. 

2. Company overview
  Known as a one of the major producers of Covid vaccines, it is global biopharmaceutical company dedicated on innovation, lifesaving medicines products, scientific research and in marketing of pharmaceuticals.
The British Zeneca group merged with the Swedish Astra AB in 1999 and today it is one of the largest companies, ranking seventh on the list with Pfizer, Merck, and others. Pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca operates in more than 100 countries and has 64,600 workers around the world, also other scattered small companies. ‘AstraZeneca has research facilities in Sweden, USA and Great Britain and production in 17 countries with the largest production facility being in Sodertalje, Sweden. In Sweden there are 6900 employers divided between research in Gothenburg and production in Sodertalje which in total employs 4500 with 3800 working directly within production and supply.’ (Shippert, Ahmed, 2020)
The profitable company has developments and work on the drugs for oncology, respiratory illnesses, autoimmune disorders and inflammation, cardiovascular health, metabolic diseases, like type 2 diabetes, neuroscience, vaccines, and infections. One of the main focuses of AstraZeneca is the development of drugs for Diabetes type 2, for this reason it bought the diabetes division of Bristol-Myers Squibb in 2014. 
The three main pillar of their strategies. 1. Achieving scientific leadership, 2. Return to growth, 3. To provide great working place to their staff.
Behind the idea of being a stable company, it relies on three key approaches – to make healthcare accessible, to protect the environment as much as possible and keep the ethics standards and transparency. (Thorne, 2021)

3.Company performance
     3.1 Growth
      The different countries and regions in which AstraZeneca operates are GCC and Africa, US, UK and Europe, helps the company growth in revenue. 
For period of one year the company produces 12 million pills making this 40% of their total sales. The exports in 2018 amounted to 4,7 billion US dollars. (Shippert, Ahmed, 2020)
Among the list of its companies (Tagrisso, Imfinzi, Lynparza, Farxiga, Brilinta), it ranks in the list of the top 20 countries with a revenue of $12.63 bn.(Ghanem, Qubaisi, Zaabi, Dhahmani, Naqbi, Dhanhani, and Shamisi, 2021)
For its growth, the company uses its selling platforms and its marketing selling teams in 100 countries. Also, for wider distribution of its products AstraZeneca uses local offices and distributors.
Participating in the project ‘The Ambition Zero Carbone’ AstraZeneca and using L&G practices it aims to reduce the harmful effects on the environment till 2025 and till 2030 to eliminate them. In alliance with the United Nations AstraZeneca is asserting its position and gaining more effectiveness and competitiveness. (Thorne, 2021)
Its financial report aimed at investors and analysts in the industry, AstraZeneca (the Group) in US presents several facts and statements about its progress for lats year period.  Main reason for their success is the development and improvement of some innovative drugs in the field of oncology and their focus on life-saving medicines and practices that give new promises to human’s health. 

Figure 1: The GDP growth rate comparison between the countries
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(Source: Data.worldbank.org. 2021)
The GDP growth rate of these three countries follows the same pattern and the recent fall in the GDP has been due to the outbreak of the pandemic (Géhin and Holman, 2021). However, the fall in the GDP growth rate for the UK has been more than the other two countries. 

3.2 Inflation
    In term of the fast-paced environment and inflation, companies seek to increase their sales and profits by increasing their production and reducing unit costs through mergers. This is what AstraZeneca did in 2006, trying to enter new markets by diversifying its products. For a period of 4 years, it managed to make 11 acquisitions. The forecasts after 2010 were that it will continues to grow thanks to successful implementation of acquisitions and diversification and this progress will be in long term. (Ubabuko, Kenechukwu and, Kwaasi, 2011) 
Eight years after the experts’ forecasts, we can see how the company decided to deal with Alexion, which is also science- and patient-centric organisation, and that acquisition led to a double digit increase in revenue, financial stability and increasing in cash flow. 
The pharmaceutical giant takes the full value of its customers, society, and all stakeholders. AstraZeneca which wants to improve the quality of life through its products, has a flexible approach to pricing, considering all regulations and requirements from relevant authorities. A report from 2019 demonstrates that the US healthcare system has a price control for branded medicines trough price control policies and tools. This partly affects AstraZeneca which is one of the leading pharmaceutical companies in US. 
Figure 2: The inflation rate comparison between the three countries
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(Source: Data.worldbank.org. 2021)
The inflation rate data for the three countries have also followed a similar pattern where we can see an inverted u-shaped curve for all the countries. The inflation of the economy depends on the aggregate demand for goods and services (Wu et al. 2019). In the wake of the pandemic, the aggregate demand for goods and services has fallen led to the fall in the inflation rates. 
3.3 Fluctuation Currency
Like any large global company, AZN is influenced by exchange rates. A memorable example is the news of Brexit (2016), after which the company made a slight profit and high demand of its shares. This is due to the then decline of the pound, which helps AZN to pay less for its operational costs in UK, but to receive a revenue in USD dollars. (The Motley Fool, 2016)

3.4 Taxes and rates
The interest rates are very important part of the business operation and AZN take advantage of the low interest rates that banks offer. The drastic reduction of corporate tax also had a positive impact on economics. In USA that was 35% but now is 21% (Investopedia, 2021)
‘’AstraZeneca apart from their traditional inlicensing opportunities, other activities include acquisitions, risk sharing deals, spin-outs, equity stakes, divestments and out-licensing deals. They work in collaboration to structure customized partnerships that allow both parties to leverage their unique capabilities and assets to achieve common goals.’’ (Ubabuko, Kenechukwu and, Kwaasi, 2011)

3.5 Unemployment 
AZN well recognised their skilled workers and invest in their work development. The facility in Gothenburg, Sweden, which was create jobs for more than 150 people. The giant AZN chose this location because of the knowledge of skilled workforce. (Pharmaceutical technology 2021) So, can be see that the company recognize and separates its specialists in its various countries of operation. 
Figure 3: the unemployment rate comparison between the countries 
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(Source: Data.worldbank.org. 2021)

The unemployment rate of these countries is also related to the GDP growth rate. Due to the fall in the GDP growth rate, the new job creation has fallen and led to the rise in the unemployment rates (Cohen et al. 2018). Furthermore, the pandemic has also compelled employers to reduce their workforce in order to cut costs and that reflects in the increasing unemployment rates. It needs to be noted that the United Kingdom has done better in keeping the unemployment rate low compared to the other two countries. 

3.6 Current Account balance 
‘’An increase in Product Sales of 10% (11% at CER) to $25,890m. The quarter was the first for many years with Product Sales in excess of $7,000m. New-medicine Total Revenue improved by 33% in the year to $13,950m, including growth in Emerging Markets of 53% (59% at CER) to $2,845m. Globally, the new medicines represented 52% of Total Revenue (FY 2019: 43%) - Oncology growth of 23% (24% at CER) to $11,455m, while New CVRM7 increased by 7% (9% at CER) to $4,702m. Respiratory & Immunology declined by 1% (stable at CER) to $5,375m, a reflection of the impact in China of COVID-19 - An increase in Emerging Markets of 7% (10% at CER) to $8,711m, with China growth of 10% (11% at CER) to $5,375m. In the US, Total Revenue increased by 13% to $8,833m and in Europe by 10% (9% at CER) to $5,540m. Both regions delivered stronger growth rates in the final quarter compared to the full year’’. (AstraZeneca,2021)


Figure 4: The current account balance comparison between the countries 
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The current account balance of the three countries shows that these countries have different policies when it comes to current account balance (Johannes et al. 2018). The current account balance is small in the case of Sweden. The current account balance of the United Kingdom lies between the current account balance of the USA and Sweden. 
4.Evaluation of the firm’s business in the three countries
 Figure 5: The revenue of AZN in the three countries

(Source: Data.worldbank.org. 2021)

The revenue of AZN in the three countries shows a similar pattern due to the commonality of relevance in these three countries. In the case of the UK, the revenue of the company has been the most in case of the UK followed by the US. The revenue of the company in the case of Sweden has been the least since the operation of the company in Sweden is not much compared to the other two countries (Inzucchi et al. 2020). It also needs to be noted that the revenue of the company in all the three countries has increased owing to the rise in the outbreak of the pandemic. AstraZeneca is the manufacturers of a vaccine that is being used widely in almost all parts of the world. Therefore, the revenue of the company has increased in recent times. The revenue of the company in the UK and the USA has been high compared to Sweden as the research laboratory of the company is situated in different cities of the UK and the USA. Before the pandemic as well, the company was working on the vaccine of many diseases such as Ebola and yellow fever. 
Other than vaccine production the company also engages in different product development relating to cardiovascular diseases, oncology, gastrointestinal, and many more. Each of the products of the company is in high demand throughout the world and hence the revenue of the company in the UK and the USA was high (Goetz et al. 2019). Although Sweden is one of the major hubs of the company as it has been merged with Zeneca group, it generally deals with the testing of the products and hence does not generate much revenue in Sweden.

5.Changes in the performance among the three countries 
    The performance of the company among the three countries is differentiable based on the revenue. Most of the work of the company and the business part of the company is done mainly in the UK and hence the revenue of the company in the UK is more than Sweden. Furthermore, in the last few years, the UK has shown a greater number of Covid cases compared to Sweden and hence the revenue of the company has increased more in the case of the UK. The policies of the UK government have also played an important role in increasing the revenue of the company (Zelenetz et al. 2019). Recently the corporate tax has been reduced to 19% from 30% and that has been a major boost for the organizations operating within the economy. The USA has also shown huge revenue for the company, however, the protectionism policies implemented by the government in recent years have limited the revenue growth of the company. Therefore, the policies of the government of the UK have played a key role in helping the company increase its revenue in recent years. 
AstraZeneca PLC reported Earnings Per Share (EPS) of 1.9 for FY 2020, an increase of 37.87% compared to FY 2017. This is due to the innovative and latest vaccines and development of the company which participation won this place.  And according to the analysts its success will continue to rise but is very likely to lose in the event of changes in the crisis with Covid 19.
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