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Context and historical background
Landscape and city
The National Waterfront Museum is in Swansea, Wales. Swansea is a low-rise city, located on the welsh southern coast next to the Gower peninsular. One of Swansea's most unique features as a city is its 8 KM long bay (Swansea Council, 2025).
Local buildings
Local buildings include Swansea Arena; Meridian Tower; Quadrant shopping center and LC2 leisure centre. This is due to the museum’s proximity to the city, allowing it to draw footfall from passing city goers. Swansea Arena is a large, rounded structure close to the Centre of the city, which is covered in a gold like mesh, creating a sense of grandure. Whereas Meridian Tower is a rather tall, thin structure that has a more basic outward appearance. Meridian Tower is also the only skyscraper in the whole of Swansea due to Swansea being a predominantly low-rise city. The Quadrant is a well disguised building as only its entrances give an incite as to what is in there, due the rest of the quadrant’s exterior being covered in standard high street shop fronts. The LC2 is one of the closest buildings to the National Waterfront Museum and can be seen from the main entrance of the museum.
Building itself
The National Waterfront Museum was designed by Wilkinson Eyre Architects (Melvin, 2006). This museum was opened in 2005 and is the newest of 7 national museums located in Wales (Rhodes, 2021). The museum was designed as to convey images of maritime industry and not just seem like typical architecture, therefore showing Wilkinson Eyre’s experience of designing museums and visitor attractions (Melvin, 2006). The main entrance to the museum faces into the city, therefore trying to draw visitors into the centre.
Plan, section and elevation
Student versions 
Elevations:
See figure 1 for east elevation; figure 2 for south elevation; figure 3 for west close-up elevation; figure 4 for west elevation; and figure 5 for floorplans first and second floors.
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Figure 1 - east elevation (Batters, 2025b)  
Figure 2 - south elevation (Batters, 2025a)
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                                                         3 - west close-up elevation (Batters, 2025d)
        
Figure 4 - west elevation (Batters, 2025c)
Floor plan:
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Figure 5 - floorplans ground and first floors (National Waterfront Museum, n.d.)
From the floor plan you can see that the museum is mainly open plan, allowing for good circulation through the space. There are 3 main entrances to the museum being the main entrance, marina entrance and the colonnade entrance. Only one of these entrances is in the old structure, being the marina entrance.
Published
In the section you can see that the original structure is of a more traditional pitched roof construction, however the extension has a more abstract look following a more modern design approach. The extension is larger than the original building but is of the same usable height. The new structure has a more diverse floor plan as-well by having the balcony section looking over a section of the exhibition, therefore providing a unique view and providing the viewer with a new take on the exhibition. The section joining the old space and the main bit of the new section acts as a view to the outside allowing in lots of light to brighten the exhibition spaces.
See figure 6 for floorplan and figure 7 for section.
Floorplan:
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Figure 6 – floorplan (TGA (comms) Ltd, 2020)
Section:[image: image8.png]



Figure 7 – section (Melvin, 2006)
Materials and light
In terms of the original structure the windows are not that big, therefore allowing minimal light to enter the space. This causes it to be quite dark and gloomy within the structure. The new extension of the building has a large amount of glass paneling, so therefore allows a lot more light into the space making this area more inviting and brighter. The original structure uses traditional materials such as red clay bricks and steel whereas the new structure is largely made of glass with a steel frame structure. The bricks used in the original structure are imperial clay bricks, meaning that they do not have a standardised size and are different to the metric brick as we have nowadays. 
Use
The National Waterfront Museum is used to showcase welsh industrial history in a family friendly way as to allow all the local community to be able to enjoy the centre. The museum also showcases the history of welsh life, showcasing milestones in welsh history such as the maritime industry as showcased through the mini replica ships. Within the museum there are displays showcasing the Sinclair C5, old planes and sections of trains. One of the current exhibitions (4th November - 22 February 2025) (National Waterfront Museum, n.d.) and there is also an event called Dementia Friendly Activity; Honeybees (16th January 2025) (National Waterfront Museum, n.d.). The museum also has spaces that allow for activities to be run therefore promoting a sense of community within Swansea. There is also a cafe within the museum, therefore attracting visitors into the museum and allowing another space that provides a sense of community. Before the construction of the extension to the original building, the site used to house a carpark (Google, 2002). This therefore would have affected local traffic and buildings such as LC2 leisure centre which is located right net to the National Waterfront Museum.
Comparison to LC2
The LC2 was originally opened in 1977 and began refurbishment in 2005 (Pilkington, 2021). The LC2 has many aesthetic similarities to the extension of the National Waterfront Museum. For example, the glass used on the north facade of the museum is similar to that of LC2 and the opaque glass has similar colouring to the metallic roof tiling on the semicircular section of the building. There are some key differences tho which include the use of concrete that can be seen on the LC2, where as concrete is not used on the exterior of the National Waterfront Museum. Also, that the extension of the museum has an almost abstract form, whereas LC2 is more of a box with a small section of decoration on the semicircular roof feature.
Conclusion
Overall, the museum is a combination of new and old that works effectively to showcase Welsh history in the structure itself. It also allows for social interaction and a sense of community via the spaces to hold events and the cafe. Although there are many positives, the lighting could be improved in the old section of the building. There is good circulation around the exhibits due to its open plan. So, the museum works well, but there are improvements that could be made.
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