[bookmark: _Int_PRGJadN8]The advantages of observational research are the ecological validity of observing a subject in its natural habitat, giving the results real-world applicability. They give the researcher the advantage of observing behaviours which would be unethical or even immoral to manipulate laboratorically. When done covertly, there is no possibility of participant bias; the qualitative data captured from non-verbal cues and complex social dynamics would be missed and insights undiscovered.

