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[bookmark: _Toc148229774]Introduction: 
Methods for research and proper referencing remain the most essential components in creating high-quality academic work in the quickly changing academic environment. These components make sure that academic writing is credible and reliable in addition to being informative. This report explores the value of developing strong research techniques, the importance of referencing, and its crucial elements, including paraphrasing and in-text citation. The discussion that follows will make conclusions about reliable literature and emphasises how crucial these components are in supporting students' academic attempts. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of these subjects' significance and the demand for their strict application in academic settings through an in-depth analysis of them.
[bookmark: _Toc148229775]The importance of research skills for students: 
What are research skills?
A crucial set of skills that are essential to academic success are research skills. These abilities, which are deeply ingrained in the academic field, have developed into an essential component of academic inquiry and comprehension.
“Research begins with curiosity and continues to answer questions we find interesting” (Hendriarto et al., 2021) Research skills are a set of abilities that help students quickly find, assess, and effectively apply information relevant to their academic inquiries. They consist of an organised process for formulating precise and specific research questions, navigating large data storage, splitting reliable sources from unreliable ones, and effectively combining the information gathered. These skills are more than just data gathering; they capture the fundamentals of understanding in the realm of education.
Why are they important?
The skill of conducting effective research is a defining characteristic that distinguishes profound scholarship from simplistic study in today's dynamic academic environment. Students who conduct effective research are better equipped to develop persuasive academic arguments, form knowledgeable opinions, and offer novel insights in their field of study. Students can develop a thorough understanding of complex topics by integrating the information from various reliable sources, which is essential for academic development. Not only this but research skills may help you later in life when it comes to employment. “The rationale for the use of student portfolios in social work education includes their capacity to foster self-reflection, integrate the learning experience, prepare students for job searches and employment, and help faculty evaluate and improve the curriculum” (Huong et al.,2021)
There are many advantages to developing complex research skills. They improve a student's academic resilience in the first place by giving them the skills necessary to easily navigate and incorporate a variety of informational sources. This encourages greater subject comprehension and stimulates the mind's curiosity. Second, the ability to distinguish reliable information from false sources is priceless in today's world of abundant information. Effective research techniques, then, not only support academic success but also promote a critical mindset, preparing students to meet challenges in both their academic and professional lives in the future.
How to develop the skill 
Understanding the variety of sources that are available is a crucial first step in developing research skills. There are many journals, books, databases, and digital platforms available in the academic world. Students must become familiar with all three types of sources because each offers a distinctive viewpoint and depth of knowledge. There is a wealth of scholarly content available online and in university libraries and popular sources like Google Scholar. The search process is greatly streamlined, increasing efficiency, with skilful use of logical operators, precise keyword selection, and well-crafted search queries.
Furthermore, developing a critical mindset is crucial. Not all sources, especially those found online, are trustworthy or credible.  “It was clear from all researchers interviewed that trust was not assumed and was something they had to establish and maintain in their relationship with participants.” (Guillemin, 2016) It is crucial to learn how to assess sources for their honesty, significance, and authenticity. Cross-referencing data from various sources can also confirm the accuracy of the information. One can internalise information and avoid unintentional plagiarism by making notes as they are read, jotting down key points, and quoting. These abilities can be further developed through regular meetings, lectures, or courses on methods for research. Studying or conducting research in groups can also provide a variety of viewpoints and approaches that may not be visible when working alone.
Academic Writing 
Academic writing skills involve effectively communicating complex ideas in a formal, organized style for scholarly situations, demonstrating the ability to express scholarly insights and research in a focused manner.
Improved academic writing involves understanding grammar, sentence structure, and vocabulary, and then tackling complex skills like argument construction and evidence gathering. Key steps include consistent practice, reading scholarly publications, receiving feedback, and revisiting and modifying work.
"Academic writers employ a range of linguistic and rhetorical items to persuade readers of their contributions" (Jiang and Hyland 2020) Academic skills are used to persuade someone. This can even be used in events such as cover letters for jobs.
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Academic integrity and plagiarism
The term "academic integrity" refers to a set of moral guidelines that all members of the academic community should follow. It involves being truthful about the sources of information and making sure that the contributions of the original authors are properly acknowledged. On the other hand, plagiarism is the practise of using another person's words or ideas without giving due credit. It is a violation of academic integrity and can have severe consequences in both the academic and professional areas (such as poor scores) especially if not mentioned in the reference list.
Paraphrasing
When you paraphrase, you translate someone else's ideas into your own words. It is an effective technique for academic writing since it permits the use of outside knowledge while upholding a distinctive voice. One must fully understand the original topic to properly rephrase it, hence paraphrasing shows a real understanding of the source material. If the original source is correctly referenced, it also helps prevent plagiarism.
In-text citations
To properly credit the information you used in the main part of your article, use in-text citations. They briefly acknowledge the original author and occasionally point readers to a particular page or section before referring them to the complete citation in the reference list. By demonstrating that your claims are supported by reviews of literature, proper in-text citations not only acknowledge the original writers but also give your arguments its legitimacy.
Making a reference list
A reference list provides an in-depth description of all the sources you used in your writing. In order to verify, comprehend, or further explore the content, readers can find and access the original documents. A well-structured reference list demonstrates comprehensive investigation and esteem for the authors of the original contributions. It also serves as a defence against plagiarism charges by offering a direct line of inquiry to the original sources. Given that it may be applied in a variety of academic fields of study, the Harvard method of organisation is a well-known method of doing things.
Specifics of Harvard referencing style
The author's last name and the year of publication are used to cite sources using the popular author-date approach known as the Harvard Referencing Style. This is followed by a complete citation in a list of references at the ending of the document. Many scholars prefer it because of its consistency and clarity. As with all referencing formats, regular obedience to its guidelines improves the document's readability and professionalism.
[bookmark: _Toc148229777]Conclusion 
For complex concepts to be communicated, academic writing that is based on clarity and scholarly style is essential. Understanding the fundamentals, developing to incorporate nuanced arguments, and incorporating crucial elements like in-text citations and paraphrasing are all necessary steps in mastering this type of writing. In-text citations support arguments with reliable data, ensure original thinkers are acknowledged, and advance academic integrity. While paraphrasing allows writers to convey outside concepts in their own words, it also shows understanding and synthesis abilities. These components work together to strengthen academic writing and make it an effective tool for information sharing, critical analysis, and scholarly engagement. The significance of these fundamental writing abilities, combined with efficient referencing and paraphrasing, endures despite how frequently the academic environment changes.
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