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Annotated references.

Robert Garland, Religion and the Greeks, 2nd edn (Great Britain: The Cromwell Press Ltd, 1995), p. p23-p28. This is a book that outlines how ancient Greek religion effected the day to day lives of the Greeks. From the uses in war to the theories of the afterlife and death, religion was an institution in Greek culture that affected almost every aspect of Greek life. This book is a helpful and instructive guide to just how important Greek religion was. It also describes the unusual way that the Greek gods behaved, rather than being morally righteous and loving towards humanity they sin on a regular basis and wouldn’t think twice over the death of a human being. 

John Lawson, Modern Greek Folklore and Ancient Greek Religion: A Study in Survivals (London: Cambridge: At the University Press, 1910), p. 77-79. This book is a catalogue of Greek myths and legends and explains the similarities and differences between ancient Greek Religion and modern Greek folklore. This is useful to me, especially in assignments centred around Greek religion, as there are multiple versions of myths and having this book as a reference to each is a reliable resource. 
Jasper Griffin, 'Greek Myth and Hesiod', in Greece and the Hellenistic World, ed. by John Boardman, Jasper Griffin, Oswyn Murray, 3rd edn. (Great Britain: Butler and Tanner Ltd, 1986), p. 72-74.
This chapter is an excellent resource when looking into how Greek myth affected the day to day lives of the Greek people. With references to Hesiod, and other more modern scholarship, it’s a very well-rounded examination of Greek myths and is useful when researching how much religion influenced Greek culture.


Simon Hornblower, The Greek World: 479-323 BC, 4th edn (Oxford: Routledge, 2011), p. p8-p10.
A much less religion centred book, it focuses on the time period between the Greco-Persian wars to Alexander the great. It’s very well written and the information is detailed, with figures and maps throughout to illustrate points.

A.T. Murray, Homer, Iliad (2013) <http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.01.0134> [accessed 13 December 2017]. This website is a very useful academic resource, as it holds numerous hymns, myths, and ancient texts; that would otherwise be very expensive to buy in book form. Especially in lectures regarding literature in antiquity, it’s a reliable place to find translations of Sappho’s poetry fragments or the Iliad by Homer.

Apollodorus, The Library of Greek Mythology, trans. by Robin Hard, 11th edn (Great Britain: Oxford University Press, 1997), p. 117-120. This book is indeed similar to John Lawson’s Modern Greek Myth and Ancient Greek Folklore, whilst it is a good resource, the language can be difficult to understand at times, which makes it harder to absorb the information. The translation by Robin hard of The Library of Greek Mythology does not create this issue, but still holds accurate descriptions of Greek myths such as the origin stories of the gods as well as the time before them where the titans reigned. Greek myth has been especially interesting to study, and The Library of Greek Mythology has made it a much easier task.

Textual Analysis.

On Montaigne’s essay ‘Of conscience’ (1580)

2i. The main thesis of the essay is discussing the effects of conscience on human behaviour, for example, a quote from ‘of conscience’ goes “An ill conscience fills us with fear, so a good one gives us greater confidence and assurance”.
 This is saying that a mind free from guilt will be stress free and will be confident in itself that no wrong has been done. However, a guilt-ridden conscience will betray our emotions, giving our fears and doubts away without our intent. Montaigne makes this discovery whilst traveling with his brother, they happen upon a man who is upon first glance, no different from either of themselves, however he is of the opposing side, and his terror of discovery is what reveals his true loyalties. He then discusses how torture isn’t necessarily the most efficient way of finding out the truth, as in order to escape the torment, some would choose to confess to crimes they aren’t guilty of. 
ii. Quotations throughout the essay are used to back up his claim that we give away our own guilt. All from ancient Roman poets, the quotes help to enhance his point; for example, “Ill designs are worse to the contriver” (Apud Aul. Gellium, iv. 5.), highlights the stress people go through when lying or deceiving someone else. Other poets such as Juvenal, Ovid and Virgil have been used as further ways of strengthening the argument. However, he also uses his own first-hand experience, when meeting an individual who was so fear-full that his own paranoia gave him away, as a way of backing himself up.

iii. The quotations are how Montaigne backs up his theories on the conscience. They are all ancient authors, and Montaigne was alive during the 16th century, however despite the leap in time between them, the quotes are still relevant to Montaigne’s essay, as these theories of human behaviour and consciousness have remained relevant, even in modern day society.

These sources have been around for centuries, and help strengthen and solidify Montaigne’s argument, by proving that the recognition of certain human traits that give away guilt, have been observed and wondered over for years.

iv. The rhythm of the essay is smooth, an anecdote being followed and enhanced by a quote is the steady pattern of the piece. The tone and style is a serious one but is still written in the interest of educating. Montaigne discusses the story of Bessus the Paeonian, and his killing of a nest of young sparrows, throughout this anecdote, Montaigne describes and theorises the acts of the subconsciousness. Firstly, through the reason that Bessus gave for killing the birds, which was that “those little birds never ceased to falsely accuse him of the murder of his father”; this being a rather strange confession, Montaigne realised that Bessus himself hadn’t know his motives for killing the birds until his own conscience had driven it into his mind. A quote from Plato states that “punishment closely follows sin”, however Hesiod corrected that saying, as rather than coming into play after a sin, punishment is born along with it, meaning that someone who has committed a sin is already being punished for it, only on a subconscious level. 

v. Montaigne's characteristics in his writing are an effect of the time in which he wrote them, he uses a language pattern that is different to the one we use today, and the language itself is spoken in a more sophisticated manner. The way he writes reads as though the words on the page are just the thoughts straight from his head, the flow of the style makes it easy to understand.

vi. It’s been written in this style because he created the style, he popularized the essay as a genre of literature, and mixed several styles of writing into one. He used autobiography, and quotes from ancient sources with philosophical and intellectual reasoning to explore his own insights. Throughout most of “Of Conscience”, he is writing down his own opinions, rather than the opinions of others, he wanted to express his views on the quirks of human behaviour and the way we deal with guilt in his own way.

vii. At the time Montaigne published his works, the audience would have been they very wealthy, and the educated, however rather than having written them for everyone else, his writing style suggests he writes for himself, and for the joy of writing. I doubt if he would’ve thought his works to still be read to this day, and with high esteem from modern philosophers.

3. Montaigne’s views on the topic of torture are, to me, negative. He states that many ‘barbaric nations’ find torture cruel, it being immoral to harm and maim someone who’s crimes are still in doubt. Yet ancient civilisations such as Greece and Rome, who are supposedly more civilised, used and created some of the most gruesome torture methods ever devised. Whilst Montaigne is very against torture, he gives an example of when torture has a more positive outcome, although he states his horror of execution without certainty. This is in the story of a country woman, who accuses a soldier of stealing the last of her food from her children, the general agrees to find the truth, but also issues a warning that if she had given a false accusation, the consequences would be severe. Still insisting that she’s telling the truth, the general has the soldiers belly ‘ripped up’ to show what he has last eaten, and the woman was proved to be right; “an instructive sentence” is what Montaigne comments on the general’s rash actions, and some level I agree with him. All the people in the story get the right justice, the woman is proven right, and the soldier is punished for theft of the food. However, this is a brutal way of discovering the truth, and if the woman had been lying, then the soldier’s death would have been for naut. Montaigne also believes the practice of torture to be “of very little purpose, in my opinion”, anyone who can resist torture will conceal the truth, and anyone who can’t will just say what they think wants to be heard. The quote “Pain will make even the innocent lie” from Publius Syrus, is an excellent back up to that, and really emphasises the point that every human will break eventually, no matter their innocence or guilt.

Note taking. 
The article used in this piece is available at: https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-unhampered-by-rules-races-ahead-in-gene-editing-trials-1516562360

	p. 
	Notes.
	Key quotations
	Benefits and issues.

	
	China have raced ahead with beginning human trials for the “gene-editing tool” Crispr Cas9. This is a scientifically developed way of extracting cells and deleting the gene that affects the way the immune system fights cancer cells. The cells are then returned to the patients where they will in theory begin to destroy the disease.
 
Despite being discovered in 1987,
 it was only in 2012 that attention was drawn to it when a report stated it could manipulate DNA.
	“Dr. Wu and other doctors say some patients’ conditions improved, at least 15 of the known 86 patients have died of what doctors in the trials say were their diseases.”

	This is a possible turning point in medical history, if these trials are successful then not only will cancer become effectively treatable, but a plethora of other illnesses could become extinct. However, there are always possible downsides, and as it stated in the article, 15 of the 86 patients have died, and with little information about the circumstances of the trials, the deaths could cause speculation, leading to a possible disregard of the discovery for medical purposes.

	
	The use of Crispr Cas9 is being debated over heavily, having been referred to as a ‘Two-edged sword’; Dr. Wu stated, ‘some see the potential damage, we see the potential benefits’. The pros and cons of Crispr Cas9 are hard to balance. Other scientists have theories that some people may be immune to the Cas9 proteins, which would render it ineffective, or potentially cause a dangerous reaction.

	“Rewriting life’s building blocks, however, is fraught with scientific and ethical quandaries. One: Crispr might make unintended irreversible changes in people that may not emerge for years”
	If the theories of other scientists are indeed possible, genetic modification may be the wrong direction to take. Gene’s could be removed from DNA unintentionally, which could have disastrous side effects in the future. However, the benefits are still potentially worth the risk, and if effective, could change the course of human evolution. For better or for worse only time will show.



	
	There have been more cases of Crispr Cas9 shrinking tumors. Zhang Jianmin, a 45-year-old patient with nasal cancer, after having been on chemotherapy treatment for year with no effect, began Crispr Cas9 infusions, and within months his tumor had already begun to shrink.

Whilst this may prove the positive aspects of the gene manipulating device, there is still a lot to be uncovered about it’s possible side effects.
	“If we don’t try, we will never know.”
	This quote is what would sway me to get involved in trials with Crispr Cas9 if I had the chance. Without trying anything, we will never know of the benefits that could be brought forward with this new technology, and with more research the risk can be minimized. Not only is it a cheaper and easier piece of equipment to use; but patients with late stage cancer may have more hope of survival.


Essay critique

The essay I have chosen for this critique, is one of my own. The original question was ‘What are myths and are they culturally determined? Make a focused argument with reference to two or three Greek and Roman myths.’ So, the thesis was, were myths culturally determined, which at first, I found hard to understand, but the more research I put in on the everyday lives of the Greeks the clearer the question became.

The argument developed from a brief explanation of what myths are, and how they were involved in everyday Greek life, such as festivals and events like the ‘Great Dionysia’, a traveling festival in Athens that worshipped the god Dionysus. I then moved on to describe the first myth that caught my attention, the myth of Prometheus stealing fire from the gods and taking it to humans. He is punished by Zeus by being chained to a rock and having his liver pecked out by and eagle. every night his liver would regrow, as he was an immortal, and every day the eagle would return and cut it out again
. I then argued the point that despite it being harsh, Zeus’s act of punishment here is justified as Prometheus was a thief, this could’ve been used as a way to explain the justice system to young children and as a deterrent to commit crimes in later life. Trying to argue the point that the culture had determined the myths uses in society.
I then went on to explain the myth of the birth of Hermes, where despite stealing from another god, he was praised and rewarded rather than punished for his misdeed. This I used to argue the point that, although the situations in both myths are similar, the outcomes are very different; and could easily spread the wrong sort of message that “some crimes are okay”. 
The main resource I used for this essay were books, as knowledge in a book solid, and though new discoveries are made, they cannot be tampered with once printed, such is the issue with websites online. I tried to steer clear of websites all together, but when this wasn’t possible I accessed the website ‘Perseus’ which is a secured and reliable resource for accessing ancient Greek texts and papers. The best research I obtained however, was from books, especially from the book ‘Religion and the Greeks’ by Robert Garland. This was very useful in understanding how the political and religious aspects in Greek culture influenced each other.
Over all, the language I used is clear and concise, but I don’t always make smooth transitions from one topic to another. he argument itself is a little weak, and whilst good points were made there were not enough of them to make a massively convincing argument. I have shown some depth to my understanding of Greek culture, and whilst there is not a lot of it the points I have made were well researched, and the references I used were well known and trustable sources. 
� Montaigne, M. (1580). The essays of Michel Montaigne. Available: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3600/3600-h/3600-h.htm#link2HCH0062. Last accessed 14th Jan 2018.


� Preetika Rana, Amy Marcus, Wenxin Fan, China, Unhampered by Rules, Races Ahead in Gene-Editing Trials (21 January 2018) <https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-unhampered-by-rules-races-ahead-in-gene-editing-trials-1516562360> [accessed 21 January 2018].


� Nat Genet, CRISPR interference: RNA-directed adaptive immunity in bacteria and archaea (11/03/2010) <https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2928866/> [accessed 22 January 2018].


� Preetika Rana, Amy Marcus, Wenxin Fan.


� Preetika Rana, Amy Marcus, Wenxin Fan.


� Preetika Rana, Amy Marcus, Wenxin Fan.


� Apollodorus, The Library of Greek Mythology, trans. by Robin Hard, 11th edn (Great Britain: Oxford University Press, 1997), p. 36-37.






