

[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk25708479][bookmark: _Hlk25709927]This essay explores and evaluates the 1944 Education Act also known as the Butler Act.  Herein I will consider and address a variety of questions, including what impact the 1944 Act had upon the education system, what did it achieve, who was involved, and did it change anything for learners, teachers or even the shape of education within the UK? The discussion will also explain the aim of the Act, what it intended to do and what it actually achieved.
The 1944 Education Act was ‘steered through Parliament by the Education Minister, R.A. Butler’ (Parliament.uk, n.d.) and as pointed out by BBC (2014, p. 1) the Act ‘created the pattern for post-war secondary schooling in Britain’. According to Sullivan (1980, p. 1) the 1944 Education Act was to ‘be the most significant advance that has yet been made in the development of our education system’.  So, it could be confidently stated that it made a great change to the shape of the education within the UK.
It can be said that the introduction of the 1944 Education Act was one of the most significant within the English and Welsh education system. The reason for this is that it made a great change in the structure of the English and Welsh education system and the context of influence was to develop secondary education for all children and to educate people to that standard level. It also provided an appropriate pathway to individuals and provided a free secondary education system for all children, no matter what their background was.  This was to ensure that everybody had the equal opportunity to become educated. So, it can be stated that secondary schooling became the right of all children and according to John, et al. (2008, p. 3) it ‘was no longer to be restricted to those with the ability to pay or on the basis of social status’. It is also important to consider that as well as providing free compulsory education for all children, the act also raised the school leaving age from fourteen to fifteen years.
[bookmark: _Hlk25483189]The 1944 Education Act established The Tripartite System of Education, and this involved the creation of three tiers of education: Secondary school, including Grammar School, Technical School and Secondary Modern School or College. These different types of schools were designed to give a better outcome to the learner, based on their academic performance. Each of the schools provided different types of education and pupils were selected for the different type of school based on their academic performance in the eleven plus exam. 
The eleven plus exam was the exam that was held in the final year of primary education. It was an exam to test every child’s academic ability and to determine which school they would attend, based on his/her test result. The eleven plus exam was designed to make sure that everybody had an equal opportunity within education. For example, if you were a person who was more hands-on and practically inclined, you could have an education system that was appropriate to you, provided in ‘Secondary Modern Schools’. 
[bookmark: _Hlk25660361][bookmark: _Hlk25662342]With regard to the eleven plus exam, the children who successfully passed the eleven plus exam would attend the grammar schools because they were identified as ‘academic pupils’. Whereas the other children who did not pass the exam or were unsuccessful were selected to go on either to a technical school or a secondary modern school.  According to West Glamorgan Archive Service (n.d., p. 6) ‘Grammar schools were intended to teach an academic curriculum to the most intellectually able 25% of the school population, selected by the eleven plus examination’.  It also provided children with a ‘School Certificate and Higher School Certificate’ at the end of their progression. 
[bookmark: _Hlk25709507]The pupils who were more technical or mechanically minded would attend technical schools or colleges where they were ‘well shaped for dealing with real world employment, and had a solid practical edge’ (West Glamorgan Archive Service , n.d., p. 7). However, in reality only a few technical schools were established, this means that the tripartite system (three tiers) of education actually became a bipartite system (two tiers) in most areas. This implies that the pupils who successfully passed the eleven plus exam could gain a place in the grammar schools, and all other children had to attend to the secondary modern schools.
As mentioned above the children who did not manage to pass the eleven plus exam were selected to attend the secondary modern schools that were for children who were more practical. However, it could be stated that almost seventy-five percent of the school population attended this type of provision because as previously stated for various reasons, only a few technical schools or colleges were built. This highlights that what the Act intended to achieve and what it actually achieved in practice was quite different. The children who were attending the secondary modern schools were taught some practical skills and had access training. This is supported by West Glamorgan Archive Service (n.d., p. 7) by pointing out that ‘Education here was to focus on training in basic subjects such as arithmetic, mechanical skills such as woodworking and domestic skills, such as cookery’. However, it is worth mentioning that this educational system did not offer any source of formal exams in the early stages and therefore did not provide any certificates as the grammar schools did. 
On the other side of the coin, arguments and concerns have surrounded the eleven plus exemptions and there has been considerable research showing its significant impact on children. As pointed out by History Learning Site (2015) ‘the results of the 11+ were noted to have a strong correlation between success or failure and social class’. This highlights that children who did not attempt to pass the eleven plus exam would be given the label of ‘failure’ and that the stigma of not passing the exam would never go away and this could eventually have a huge impact on the emotional well-being of the child, it could cast a very long shadow over individual’s lives. It can also be said that the eleven plus exam was unfair, that it limited the opportunity for many pupils of getting the best possible education, provided in ‘Grammar Schools’. This is because a child’s opportunity to get into the best education was all down to one particular day and they did not have a second chance to re-sit the exam.  It is also important to consider that this exam was to outline the child’s future career prospects. 
So, here it could be stated that although the 1944 Education Act introduced free secondary education for all children, and every child was included regardless of their background or the circumstance they were living in and that its aim was to provide the individual with an equal educational opportunity. It might also be said that undertaking the eleven plus exam singled out the child and restricted them from getting into the best possible education system or the education system they were hoping to get into. 
As pointed out by John, et al. (2008, p. 3) the ‘Equality of esteem was never established and the selection process favoured the more affluent children’. This implies that the society was almost split into two groups of people and that the children who were wealthy or in the middle class were more likely to gain a place in the grammar school. This is could be due to many different factors, including that they perhaps had access to a private school beforehand or could afford to have a private tutor to prepare them for the exam. Their parents may have been academically minded and encouraged studying more than children from working class backgrounds.
The living circumstances of the more affluent children would have been far more comfortable, of course it makes sense that warm homes and being well fed contribute to a child's ability to concentrate. It can be said that these could be identified as some of the reasons for affluent or middle-class children to be successful in the eleven plus exam and lead to them receiving a place in the grammar schools. 
However, it is important to note and consider that many children from deprived areas could gain a place in the grammar schools because they had the ability to pass the test, but they did not actually take up their places because they could not afford required resources such as uniform, books and school stationery, therefore they dropped off and as a result would end up attending the secondary modern schools. This is supported by Crook et al (1999, p.11 quoted in John, et al., 2008) where it said that grammar schools were ‘populated largely by the middle class and secondary modern schools by lower socio-economic groups’.
To conclude, this essay draws to an end and it could be concluded that it has successfully explored and evaluated the 1944 Education Act. Through personal research and learning the 1944 Education Act appeared to be one of the significant advances that have been made in the development of education system in England and Wales and this was because it provided free compulsory secondary education for all children and raised the school leaving age to fifteen. The essay has explained the difference between all three types of secondary schools, including grammar, technical and secondary modern and highlighted what did each of the schools offered to the child. It also highlighted that the tripartite system of education became a bipartite system in most areas. So, what the Act intended to achieve and what it achieved was quite different. This essay has considered the effect of the eleven plus exam on children’s academic performance as well as emotional wellbeing. It also considered how having the eleven plus exam split it the well fortunate and less fortunate class of people in society. 
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