Top of Form

 
Answer one of the following questions with reference to AT LEAST TWO essential texts.

1. ‘Most people ignore poetry/because/ most poetry ignores people.’ (Adrian Mitchell) To what extent do you share this view in relation to the contemporary poetry you have read?
2. ‘One is not born but rather becomes a woman.’ (Simone de Beauvoir) Consider the portrayal of woman in the contemporary literature you have read in the light of this comment.
3. 'Each century tends to create or re-create fairy tales after its own taste' Angela Carter) Discuss.
4. ‘Instead of lamenting the loss of the past, the fragmentation of existence and the collapse of selfhood [contemporary literature] embraces these characteristics.’ (Tim Woods) Discuss.
 ‘We know now that the text is not a line of words releasing a single meaning… but a multi-dimensional space in which a variety of writings, none of them original, blend and clash. The text is a tissue of quotations drawn from the innumerable centres of culture.’  (Roland Barthes) Consider the texts you have studied in the light of this claim.

‘The choices of a “new literature” are straightforward. It can ... either present itself as recognisably similar to canonical literature; or it can attempt to engineer a change.’ (Peter Hunt) Discuss this claim in relation to the ‘new literature’ you have studied.

Bottom of Form
History in the postmodern moment becomes histories and questions. It asks: Whose history gets told? In whose name? For what purpose? (Brenda Marshall)

'We live too close to the literature of our time to know for sure whether it is any good or not.' (Neil Powell)

focuses attention on the act of imposing order on that past, of encoding strategies of meaning-making through representation (Linda Hutcheon)
Angela Carter described herself as ‘the poor product of an advanced industrial,  post-imperialist culture in decline’. To what extent is this characterisation helpful in understanding the texts you have studied?
Claire Armistead claims that much contemporary literature is ‘conservative tomes for conservative times’. Do you share her view?

‘The new poetry reaffirms the significance of public utterance.’ (Michael Hulse). To what extent would you agree with this claim?
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