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RECONSTRUCTING LANDSCAPES:
MOLLUSCAN EVIDENCE


OBJECTIVES OF THE TASK

The object of the exercise is to introduce you to the interpretation of data we use to reconstruct landscape history.  In this case we are using molluscan remains.  The study of molluscan remains can provide the archaeologist with important information on the nature of past environments as well as detailed information on very local conditions at the archaeological site.  Molluscan remains are commonly found on sites where the bedrock or underlying sediments are rich in alkaline materials.

This project is designed to introduce you to the problems associated with the interpretation of the results obtained during such studies.  Please examine the figures you have been provided with.  The site is that of a Long Barrow (Easton Down) and you are provided with a site plan and picture of the site, the ditch profile from which the samples analysed come from and a summary mollusc diagram.  Once you have examined the figures and read around the subject can you:

1. describe the changes you see in the diagram (15% of total project mark); 

2. explain what you think has caused these changes and how you might interpret the changes recorded in terms of changing landscapes (25% of total project mark); 

3. suggest the likely time periods when these changes occurred (10% of total project mark).    

This project is equivalent to 1000 words.

The deadline for submission of the project is Monday 8th April at 23.59.
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