Legacy in the Englynion Y Beddau
The Stanzas of the Graves
	Englynion y Beddau (Stanzas of the Grave) is an anonymous Middle Welsh verse catalogue found earliest within the 13th century manuscript known as The Black Book of Carmarthen. These verse along with the other texts of the Black Book are believed to derive, in some form, from earlier tradition. In three-line stanzas the englynion, record the final resting places of legendary heroes from Welsh folklore. The Englynion y Beddau convey the importance of these mythical figures and their ties to the legacy of where they are stated to be buried. The stanzas show the significance of some of these figures through the aspects of their lives revealed to the reader, following this theme of legacy and reflects the folk-beliefs of medieval Wales.
	The Englynion y Beddau consists of seventy-three stanzas, or englynion, listing the name of a hero and the location of their grave. These stanzas also tend to contain a brief, dramatic aspect of the subject’s life or character. However, the catalogue begins with three introductory stanzas that omit specific topographical indicators and are there to set the tone for verse that follows.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Patrick Sims-Williams, The Medieval Welsh Englynion Y Beddau (Boydell & Brewer, 2023), p. 122 <https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.1614181> [accessed 23 March 2026].] 

	              E betev ae gvlich kauad.
              gvyr. ny llesseint in lledrad.  
              Gwen. a Gurien. a Guriad.                              
	The graves which a shower wets: 
men who were not killed by stealth,
Gwên (or Gwyn) and Gwrien and Gwriad.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. p. 122] 




The third stanza contains the names, Gwen, Gurien, and Guriad, these names reflect the names Gwryen, Gwynn and Gwryat of Y Goddodin.[footnoteRef:3]  The shared names between the two texts perhaps reveal a foundation of why these figures appear in the Englynion y Beddau. The second line of this stanza show the heroes’ may have been aware of the oncoming of their demise. The nature of their deaths may have been due to warfare, linking back to the figures mentioned in Y Goddodin. The connection to Y Goddodin shows these men were warriors and would have earned their acknowledgement as Welsh Heroes through battle.  [3:  Ibid. pp.122-123] 

	When discussing the stanzas following the initial three, it must be stated that the gravesites of Welsh heroes are mainly associated with ancient earthworks.[footnoteRef:4] The mythical nature of these figures show that these references in the texts exist to mythologise the Welsh landscape as opposed to telling a direct history.[footnoteRef:5] This text sets out to honour those who have fallen as heroes of Wales. The seventeenth to nineteenth stanzas focus on Meigen ap Rhun. Meigen ap Rhun shares ties to other figures mentioned throughout the Englynion y Beddau. Meigen is shown to be held in a high regard with the continued reference to him as lord.  He is displayed as a righteous figure, enough so that he has three stanzas dedicated to him. [4:  Patrick Sims-Williams, ‘Corbre, Corknud and Llia Gvitel: Three Irish Allusions in Englynion Y Beddau’, Ériu, 72 (2022) <https://doi.org/10.1353/eri.0.0005> [accessed 21 March 2026].]  [5:  David Petts, ‘De Situ Brecheniauc and Englynion Y Beddau: Writing about Burial in Early Medieval Wales.’, Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and History., 14 (2007), p. 2.
] 

	              Piev y bet in yr amgant.
	ae tut mor a goror nant.
	Bet Meigen mab Run rviw cant.

	Piev y bet in yr inis
	ae tut mor a goror gwris.
	bet Meigen mab Run rvif llis.

	Es cul y bet ac ys hir.
	in llurv llyaus Amhir.
	Bet Meigen ab Run ruyw gwir.

	Whose is the grave in the region
which sea and stream-edge cover?
The grave of Meigen ap Rhun, lord of a hundred.

Whose is the grave in the island
which sea and a violent shore cover?
The grave of Meigen ap Rhun, lord of a court

Narrow is the grave and long
in pursuit of (or in the wake of) Amhir's host:
The grave of Meigen ap Rhun, lord of right.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Patrick Sims-Williams, The Medieval Welsh Englynion Y Beddau (Boydell & Brewer, 2023), p. 163 <https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.1614181> [accessed 23 March 2026].] 




As do many of the other verses, water features are present throughout. In these instances, they denote the location of Meigan ap Rhun’s gravesite. The island to which his grave is located is referenced to as the island ‘[…] which sea and a violent shore cover […]’.[footnoteRef:7] This description evokes the image of the lost kingdom of Mays Maichghen, listed in the Latin triad of the regna que mare deleuit. Scholars suggest that Mays Maichghen may equate to Maes Meigen.[footnoteRef:8] It is proposed that if Meigen is an eponym, it corresponds to the case of Maes Gwyddno, a different sunken kingdom, sharing a name with a figure in the englynion.[footnoteRef:9]  The figure of Meigan ap Rhun’s potential connections to other figures start with his potential son Alun Dyfed ap Meigan, who appears in stanza twenty-five. The conclusion of Alun Dyfed’s parentage is drawn by the unusual nature of the name Meigan.[footnoteRef:10] These relationships and roles that the figure of Meigen is commemorated for emphasise the importance the poem places on remembering these heroes and their legacy.  [7:  Ibid.]  [8:  Ibid. pp. 163-164]  [9:  Ibid. ]  [10:  Ibid. p. 164] 

	The Englynion y Beddau while recording the sites of many Welsh heroes’ graves, tells the reader the location of the ledgendary King Arthur is a mystery. The lack of knowledge as to where Arthur is buried aligns with a prophetic belief held at the time of the creation of the Black Book of Carmarthen, that King Arthur would return to reclaim the island of Britain for the Welsh people.
	Bet y march. bet y guythur. bet y gug,
aun cletyfrut. 
Anoeth bid y arthur.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Meirion Pennar, The Black Book of Carmarthen (Llanerch Enterprises, 1989), p. 101] 


	The grave of March, the grave of Gwythur, The grave of Gwgawn Gleddyvrudd; 
A mystery to the world, the grave of Arthur.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  William Forbes Skene, The Four Ancient Books of Wales [Black Book of Carmarthen, Book of Haneirin, Book of Taliesin, Red Book of Hergest] Containing the Cymric Poems Attributed to the Bards of the Sixth Century, by W.F. Skene (Edmonston and Douglas, 1868), p. 315.] 




Here Arthur contrasts the existence of graves for March, Gwythur and Gwgawn Gleddyvrudd, with his lack of grave. These stanzas differ from the other englynion in character, the men present here, all appear within the Welsh Triads. Observing the other englynion, there is no remarkable pattern or overlap to compare with the triads. This sits as an outlier within the text.[footnoteRef:13] The mystery of Arthur’s grave creates an ongoing enigma to the status of the legendary king, and keeps the spirit of Arthur alive, as there is no one location that confirms his end.   [13:  Patrick Sims-Williams, The Medieval Welsh Englynion Y Beddau (Boydell & Brewer, 2023), p. 47 <https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.1614181> [accessed23 March 2026].
] 

	This catalogue of stanzas creates a foundation to honour the lives of fallen mythical Welsh heroes. Through these stanzas their character is maintained. The relation between the hero and location of their grave stands as a declaration of their legacy. The aspects of their lives revealed by the text show why they are to be remembered, and how they claim the status of hero. The Englynion y Beddau has a strong sense of Legacy throughout the text, and its small ties to the Welsh Triads, solidifies the continued celebration of certain characters as folk-heroes. As a collection of verse, the Englynion y Beddau have a long-lasting impact as a window to medieval Welsh folk-tradition. 
Bibliography
Meirion Pennar, The Black Book of Carmarthen (Llanerch Enterprises, 1989), pp. 100–104
National Library of Wales, ‘The Black Book of Carmarthen - National Library of Wales’, Www.library.wales <https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/the-black-book-of-carmarthen> [accessed 20 March 2026]
Petts, David, ‘De Situ Brecheniauc and Englynion Y Beddau: Writing about Burial in Early Medieval Wales.’, Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and History., 14 (2007), 163–72
Sims-Williams, Patrick, ‘Corbre, Corknud and Llia Gvitel: Three Irish Allusions in Englynion Y Beddau’, Ériu, 72 (2022) <https://doi.org/10.1353/eri.0.0005> [accessed 21 March 2026]
———, The Medieval Welsh Englynion Y Beddau (Boydell & Brewer, 2023) <https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.1614181> [accessed 19 March 2026]
Skene, William Forbes, The Four Ancient Books of Wales [Black Book of Carmarthen, Book of Haneirin, Book of Taliesin, Red Book of Hergest] Containing the Cymric Poems Attributed to the Bards of the Sixth Century, by W.F. Skene (Edmonston and Douglas, 1868), pp. 309–19
The British Academy, ‘Sir John Rhys Memorial Lectures’, The British Academy, 2023 <https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/events/lectures/listings/sir-john-rhys-memorial-lectures/> [accessed 21 March 2026]

