Dating Exercise (Medieval)
a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
Modern Equivalent date: 
Thursday, the 18th of August 1384.
Methodology: 
First, I examined the Handbook of Dates for Students of English History for a list of the Saints’ days. By finding M, and then Maria, It read under the column ascension, assumption that the Assumption of Mary is on the 15th of August. To determine the beginning of the first regnal year of King Richard II, I examined the Handbook for British Chronology. Under Rulers of England since 1066, it listed Richard II’s regnal year as beginning on the 22nd June 1377. Next, to determine the day, I used medievalgenealogy.org.uk. In the 8th year of Richard II, the 15th August fell in the year 1384. Additionally, clicking on the calendar listing for August of that year, it showed that the 15th day fell on a Monday. From this, I can determine that the Thursday in question is the 18th August, 3 days later. Therefore, the date of this document is Thursday, the 18th of August 1384. 
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b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
Modern Equivalent Date:
Saturday, the 23rd of July, 1250.
Methodology:
First, I examined the Handbook of British Chronology and the Welsh Bishops’ subsection to determine the years in which Anian was Bishop of St Asaph. Under the listing for St Asaph, there are two Bishops of St Asaph who were called Anian. The text mentions this Bishop’s predecessors as Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh, all of whom predate both Anians. I decided that the text is most probably referring to the Bishop Anian closer in time to the listed predecessors, as there is no mention of Anian II, or any mention of Anian I as a predecessor in the extract. The consecration date for Anian I is listed as November 1249. Turning to the Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, I looked up the Saints’ days. Under M and then Maria Magdalena, it shows that Mary Magdelene’s feast day is the 22nd of July. Assuming that the text is referring to the first year of the pontification of Bishop Anian and not the Bishop of Rome, I can conclude that this document must date from the 22nd July, in 1250. To verify the day of the week, I examined the website medievalgenealogy.org.uk. Under the heading ‘13th century’ and the year 1250, it reads that the 22rd July fell on a Friday. As the text states this extract dates from the day after Mary Magdelene’s feast day, I believe the date of this document to be Saturday, the 23rd of July, 1250.
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c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
Modern Date Equivalent:
Thursday, the 25th February 1311.
Methodology: 
To begin, I determined John de Ketene’s consecration date. Using the Handbook of British Chronology, and the “search inside” function on the digital edition, I searched for “Ketton.” One result returned on page 244, listing a John Ketton, consecrated as the Bishop of Ely on the 6th September 1310. Next, using medievalgenealogy.org.uk and the calendar function, I determined that Easter in the first year of John Ketton’s episcopate, would have been on the 11th April, 1311. This year is corroborated by researching the fourth year of the relevant King Edward. Using the Handbook of British Chronology, it notes that Edward II began his reign on the 8th July 1307. Easter in Edward’s fourth year would have been the 11th April 1311 also. To determine Ash Wednesday in this year, I subtracted 46 days from the date of Easter, calculating that Ash Wednesday fell on the 24th February. This is corroborated in table 21 of the Handbook of Dates, that reads in the year 1311, Ash Wednesday fell on the 24th February. As this document is dated from the day after Ash Wednesday, I believe that this extract was written on Thursday, the 25th February 1311.
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d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
Modern Date Equivalent: 
Winter 1121 to Spring 1123. Perhaps between January and March/April 1123.
Methodology:
To begin, I used the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and searched for Geoffrey Ridel. I discovered that he died in 1120 aboard the sinking of the White Ship on the 25th November. One corroborating source for this information is Orderic Vitalis’s The ecclesiastical history Book XII, where Geoffrey is listed as one of the casualties. I surmised that the extract above would most probably have been written shortly after the death of Geoffrey to avoid concern with succession and land holdings. Having determined a terminus post quem, I then used the Handbook of British Chronology and researched Rannulf Earl of Chester. Under Earldoms of England, it reads that Ranulph le Meschin was created Earl in 1120-1121 until his death in circa 1129. Therefore, I believe that the Earl in question must be Rannulf le Meschin, becoming Earl after the death of the previous Earl, also aboard the White Ship. This would indicate that the King Henry cited is Henry I, who, according to the Handbook of British Chronology, was crowned in 1100, and died in 1135. I continued to research further names in the text using the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography to find the terminus ante quem, yet, most of their names returned no result, or any dates mentioned occurred beyond a reasonable time frame. One exception was Ranulph le Meschin, the Earl of Chester, who was sent to Evreux by the King in March 1123. The source for this claim is the English chronicler Symeon of Durham in Symeonis monachi opera omnia, a Latin text with no English translation I could cross reference. To verify this, I used Warren Hollister’s book Henry I who also cites Symeon of Durham, stating that Ranulph le Meschin was sent to Evreux in April 1123. Assuming that Symeon of Durham and Warren Hollister are reliable, I can say that this source must have been written before Spring 1123 and after 25th November 1120. 
Trying to be more precise, I used the Regesta regum Anglo-Normannorum, 1066-1154 and searched for individuals found in the extract. In the “Index of Persons,” Goeffrey Ridel was mentioned, as well as his wife Geva and his son Robert in one source, listed from the reign of Henry I, the same source as above. The Regesta dated this extract between January and April 1123. It had included a footnote outlining why it was dated as such, stating that the omission of the Bishop of Lincoln’s name could indicate that the diocese at that time was without a Bishop. Robert Bloet, Bishop of Lincoln died on the 9th January 1123, and Bishop Alexander did not receive the see until April 1123. These dates are corroborated within the Handbook of British Chronology, under the Bishops of Lincoln, although citing that Robert Bloet died on the 10th January 1123, not the 9th. If the Regestas assumption is reliable, then I would date this extract to between January and April 1123. However, I am sceptical of its evidence as its claim rests on what is omitted from the text, instead of what is said. Therefore, I believe this extract most probably dates from between 1121 to Spring 1123, and perhaps more precisely, between January and March/April 1123.
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