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1. notice your idea: realise you are curious / interested in X

2. own the insight: connect it with your previous insights

3. confirm context: check X’s connection to actual issues

4. let go: allow the writing to (risk) go beyond your intentions 

5. invest yourself: is your writing making you feel good?
6. reveal the whole: make the parts work with the whole 

7. identify a reader: who has the question to your answer?

8. empathise: get to understand your reader’s standpoint

9. re-orient: revise your idea from your reader’s situation

10. clarify for reader: elucidate your text to/for your reader
11. invite transformation: offer her relevant practical advice

12. check transformation: return later to see what happened
John Wood



Conventions for Writing Practice
- Classifications
- What is an Independent Inquiry?
- Conventional Structure 
- Paragraphing

- Creating a structure

Final week - Referencing in-text 
- Compiling a bibliography
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What makes an Independent Inquiry?
• Autonomous student research

• Direct involvement with source materials

• Views and arguments put forward in your essays must be 
supported by reference to source material

• You must show you have read a range of opinion on the 
topic

• The ii is a dialogue between the student and the various 
thinkers, theorists, practitioners and critics 
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• Expanded writing projects at Level 6 have a particular 
form of discourse and conventions

• Knowing what these consist of makes writing much 
easier

• It allows you to give the lecturers what they want

What makes an Independent Inquiry?



The Writing Process:

-Define the task

-Generate content

-Organise

-Draft

-Review

-Redraft



Structure

A well-constructed, 
clear, focused 
research question 
frames the direction of 
your writing.



Structure
Title page 

Abstract (optional)

Contents page

Acknowledgements (optional) 

Introduction, including statement of scope, aims / 
questions, context, methods, and chapter outline  



Structure
Chapters - analysis of primary texts; for creative 
practitioners, exploration of writing / making styles that 
have inspired you & reflection on process  

Conclusion - for creative practitioners, self-evaluation; 
summary of findings and implications for our 
understanding of the topic

Bibliography (including list of images & filmography, if 
appropriate)



Traditional Dissertation Structure 
(with disclaimers)

Title - (Approximate word counts)
Abstract (100 but not in word count)
Introduction (700)
Chapter 1 (1500)

Sub heading 1 (400)
1 (100)
2 (200)
3 (100)

Sub heading 2
Sub heading 3

Chapter 2 (1500)
Chapter 3 (1500)
Conclusion (1000)
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Conclusion 
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Literatures 



Conventional Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

• Introduce what are you 
going to say. 

• Outline a general idea and 
show how it develops to a 
specific focus.

• Frame a ‘Thesis 
Statement’

• Say how you will answer 
the question and 
who/which theorists you 
will look at to help you do 
so. 



Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

• Develop each topic area 
in a single paragraph

• Use paragraph structure 
to develop ideas

Conventional Structure



Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

• Say what you have just 
said succinctly and 
clearly . 

• Say where your research 
might lead you in the 
future.

Conventional Structure



Paragraph Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

Introduce your topic 
Show how this general idea 

develops to a specific 
focus.

Quote to back-up your 
ideas.

Discuss in your own voice.
Discuss … 

Discuss some more…

Result claim 
-say what 

this paragraph 
has shown 
succinctly.



Paragraph Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

Introduce your topic 
Show how this general idea 

develops to a specific 
focus.

Quote to back-up your 
ideas.

Discuss in your own voice.
Discuss … 

Discuss some more…

Result claim 
-say what 

this paragraph 
has shown 
succinctly.

This is what 
I look for…



Paragraph Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

Introduce your topic 
Show how this general idea 

develops to a specific 
focus.

Quote to back-up your 
ideas.

Discuss in your own voice.
Discuss … 

Discuss some more…

Result claim 
-say what 

this paragraph 
has shown 
succinctly.



Paragraph Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion

Introduce your topic 
Show how this general idea 

develops to a specific 
focus.

Quote to back-up your 
ideas.

Discuss in your own voice.
Discuss … 

Discuss some more…

Result claim 
-say what 

this paragraph 
has shown 
succinctly.

This is what 
I mark…



Paragraph Structure
Introduction

Main body 
Topic 1

Main body 
Topic 2

Main body 
Topic 3

Conclusion



Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Conclusion

Conventional Structure
If you play with the 

structure be aware that 
you will need to play with 

the structure of 
paragraphs throughout 
your writing. You will 

always need a discussion 
in your writing…

Discuss in your own voice.
Discuss … 

Discuss some more…

Result claim 
-say what 

this paragraph 
has shown 
succinctly.

And to conclude and lead the reader through 
your points and conclusions…



Introduction

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Con

UN-Conventional Structure
Whatever you choose 

to do with your 
writing,
BE IN 

CONTROL! 
Inform your reader 

about your intentions 
- What you are 

going to do
- What you are 

doing 
- What you 
have done. 

-clu

-sion



So WHY do we have to have a methodology?



Text based Research Practice based 
Research



Traditional Dissertation Structure 
(with disclaimers)

Title - (Approximate word counts)
Abstract (100 but not in word count)
Introduction (700)
Methodology (300)
Chapter 1 (1500)

Sub heading 1 (400)
1 (100)
2 (200)
3 (100)

Sub heading 2
Sub heading 3

Chapter 2 (1500)
Chapter 3 (1500)
Conclusion (1000)
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 
Methodology
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Conclusion 
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Literatures 



Why use source material?



What type of literature 
is there that you 
should look at when 
thinking of your 
research?



Journal articles
Books
Conferences
Govt. and corp. 
reports.

Newspapers
Theses and 
Dissertations
Internet
CD-Rom
Magazines

Not 
Wikipedia

!



Literature Review
Key concepts / main arguments
What views need to be tested?
Are there inconsistencies in the literature?
Is there a gap in the knowledge or understanding or the 
subject?
What contribution can my research make to the field?
What type of literature is relevant to your research?

Books, magazines, journal articles, websites, 
documentaries, documented interviews, presentations, 
tutorials, conference proceedings, newspapers, other 
dissertations
Resources to avoid/be wary of: conversation, opinion, 
Wikipedia, non-peer reviewed sources, blogs, forums, non-
contemporary sources (books). Opinions may not be 
represented as fact. However, individual perspective may be 
relevant to your research.



What do we already know in the immediate area?

What are the characteristics of key concepts or the main arguments 
and findings?

What are the relationships between these key concepts, arguments 
and findings?

What are the existing theories?

Where are the inconsistencies?

Any other shortcomings in our knowledge and understandings?

What views need to be (further) tested?

What evidence is lacking, inconclusive, contradictory or too limited?

What contribution can my work be expected to make?



Literature Review
8 – 12 sources
Step 1: find relevant sources
Step 2: read and review and 
summarise
Step 3: synthesize research and 
present subject knowledge on the 
area of research



Why use source material?

To show what you’ve been reading:
• Have you read a range of opinion and views on the topic?
• How well have you understood the contrasting views being put 

forward?

To show your ability to evaluate and think critically:
• Are you able to weigh up the relative strengths of the competing 

opinions?

To support your own views + conclusions:
• Your opinion on its own is easy to disagree with.
• Your informed opinion, having taken into account a wide range of 

views and with support from respected theorists, is much harder to 
destroy.  



Why use source material?
• Incorporating source material into your work is therefore 

crucial.

• However it’s equally vital that sources are properly 
referenced, both in the essay (referencing) and at the 
end of the essay (bibliography)

• This is non-negotiable!

• Failure to reference properly can lead to accusations of 
plagiarism, and even disciplinary measures.



Structure

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Conclusion 
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 

Conclusion 

Write what’s 
ready to be 

written! 



Developmental 
Fluid
Particular/limited
Situation specific
Multi-directional
Partial/ Subjective
Implicit
Optimistic
Relational

Writing Practice is…

Lockheart & Raein (2012) No 
one expects the design 
inquisition. Journal of Writing 
in Creative Practice. 



What should 
be in an 
Introduction?



Introduction

= establishes 
two key areas: -

1. situates 
the inquiry 
in a context



Introduction

2. establishes 
scope of essay
states your 
argument / aims 



Chapter 1 

• What is this chapter about?
• Is it intended to provide a historical or 

theoretical overview?
• Are you introducing key terms and words? 

If so, for what purpose? 
• Is it a summary of literatures?
• Does your dissertation require a 

methodology? If so, should it occupy this 
position in your text?



Body of essay
provides evidence / analyzes primary sources
- each paragraph focuses on and develops 
one idea / topic
- paragraphs should be linked in logical 
sequence
- secondary sources should be used to argue 
with or against (don’t rely on secondary 
sources to make your main points or use 
them as the basis for your structure; create 
your own structure)   



Structure

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Conclusion 
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 

Conclusion 

What should 
be in the 
chapters?



Chapter-by-Chapter Structure 

• Number your chapters (e.g. Chapter 1, Chapter 2 …), or 
you may give them individual titles 
• Each chapter should be devoted to a specific 
aspect of the overarching argument of your 
dissertation 
• Each chapter should have its own very short 
overview/context Introduction, Body of Evidence, and 
Conclusion (i.e. each chapter is a kind of essay in its 
own right) 
• Interweave the threads between chapters, e.g. 
signpost how the next chapter develops the concerns 
of the present chapter



Use maps, 
diagrams and 
images to build 
your ideas …



Structure

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 
Chapter 1 
Chapter 2 
Chapter 3 
Conclusion 
Bibliography
List of Illustrations 
Appendix

Title  
Abstract
Introduction 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Chapter 3 

Conclusion 

What should 
be in the 
conclusion?



Conclusion

- summarizes findings & underlines your 
‘verdict’
- elaborates wider implications



Example 
Conclusion



Example Conclusion



Re-visiting and revaluating 1
Brainstorming

• Start thinking about the writing process
• Is the topic strong enough?
• Refine your topic

Research
• Why is Research so important?
• How can it be used?

Analysis
• What particular subject is the best to analyse?
• Choices… choices… choices…

Synthesis
• The combining of elements to express ideas
• Analyse research to improve ideas
• Up-date research material



Re-visiting and Revaluating 2
Topic Sentence and Thesis Statement

• Write a topic statement – what is this writing about
• Narrow the topic?
• Write a short paragraph outlining further ideas about the 

contents
Outline the Dissertation

• Sizeable ‘chunks’ or ‘portions’ within each chapter
• Does it all ‘fit’ and ‘work’ together?

Citations
• These are quotes, reading lists, etc. – to be discussed next 

week


