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Welsh Lesson Written Self-Evaluation


Disclosure of information - 
During the first stage of placement where I recorded my welsh video the memory stick was corrupted and the information on it was deleted. The lesson plan and resource were deleted also. My placement learning journal where I keep my notes and tutors' comments was left in the university halls when we were asked to vacate the premises due to the current pandemic. In the evidence section of the video I have given a 10-minute video of my introduction in which I show the different focusses of the lesson for myself and the learners. 

The following document will consist of a written self-evaluation of my teaching performance and whether it further developed the learning of the Welsh language literacy skills with the pupils in the class through writing a letter to Sion Corn. 

Evaluation of Pupils learning -
I observed and noted the development of the whole groups learning. In total, the group consisted of eleven pupils in year 5/6 with a high ability level and a basic understanding of the Welsh language. I evaluated their learning through continuous observations, verbal assessments and marking their work. I used these three strategies as I found that it gave me a clear overall understanding of the pupil's development throughout the lesson, allowing me to see who specifically needed support and in which points of the lesson. During my assessment of the pupils learning I looked for pupil's engagement in the lesson and their independence. I focussed on their engagement as pupils who are more engaged benefit from having an interest in what they are learning. I then found that observing their independence more closely was vital as the pupils were either getting on well and had a high standard of work or they were not understanding, and therefore not reaching the desired target of the task. Another key attitude I hoped for was their effective communication. In the introduction for the lesson it shows that the pupils were asking the correct questions and responding in the way in which I hoped for, finding the links between the sentences and supporting their answers with well-formed responses in welsh of their best ability. I felt that during the lesson I supported pupils learning well while using the resource to my advantage. It is important to know the topic you are teaching so you can confidently teach and give your learners the best possible support and guidance to develop their learning. However, my current standard of Welsh is of a basic nature also. This affected my teaching of Welsh as I was unable to give the pupils ‘expert’ advise on writing their letter. As shown in the video I mispronounced certain words, gave a general translation of certain words instead of explaining thoroughly why the words had mutated etc. This has an indefinite effect on their development when learning welsh. If these teaching errors continued regularly, the pupils will gather an incorrect knowledge welsh facts and phrases.  
Throughout the lesson I observed the process of mind to paper. The class was vocal throughout so there was no shortage of ideas and communicating between each other, which I will always encourage. Pupils used these ideas to form their letter. They used the format from the board which was printed on A4 paper to use as a template. The ability differed with this group from giving them the blank format for the higher ability and then prompting words at the start of each sentence for the middle ability. Pupils could come and discuss their ideas with the teacher and use the example for prompts on a few points in their letter.  
In the future I will need to focus primarily on the higher ability group. Though a higher ability, the resource given which was blank did not promote any specific literacy skills and hindered they're welsh development. In the future I will aim to revaluate the group's ability. Word banks were used in other lessons during my placement and were proven very effective in prompting positive engagement and overall learning. Giving a word bank to the higher ability group would be beneficial as it will prompt their problem-solving skills and give them sentence starters. This will allow them to develop their literacy skills through deciding where the sentence starters fit into the letter, further developing their writing skills and understanding of letter formation. 

Reflective analyses of teaching and strategies for development -
During the lesson I found my introduction effective as it gave the pupils a well-rounded understanding of what they needed to do. The introduction intended to focus on pupil's pronunciation of words and phrases and for them to problem solve the translation of the letter to Sion Corn from Welsh to English. Many of the pupils were able to do this through previous knowledge, however, a handful struggled. This was due to their ability level. Although the whole school is not a welsh school, the variety of welsh speaking and writing ability differed more dramatically than other subjects. Many pupils also where from other parts of the world, such as, England, Italy, Iran etc. This added extra difficulty as they would need to translate the welsh to English and then to theirs and then reverse the process in order to answer. The outcome of the task was the same for the entire class, but the journey would have been different. This is an area in which I could have focussed more on. During the introduction I could have made que cards to support the pupils with a lower ability. Grigg (2015) supports that using “visual cues are extremely helpful” and goes on to give examples such as videos, pictures and diagrams. This would provide the bilingual pupils and pupils new to welsh the chance to join in on the classroom talk, further developing their literacy skills. 
A key aspect of my lesson I found beneficial was my communication with pupils and the control of the conversation. During my lesson I ensured that I used the ‘extra time’ strategy when asking questions. I allowed pupils that extra time to answer for them to fully respond to the best of their ability. Grigg (2015) states that it is “important for beginning teachers to develop the habit of pausing after asking questions so that pupils are accustomed to having time to think about what is being asked”. I also used repetition when responding to pupils. The combination of both these strategies gave the pupil the opportunity to correctly pronounce the words and for me to correct any mistakes. This extra focussed time on that pupil promotes their welsh speaking skills through repetition of examples and their peer's development through their observation of the process. The control of the conversation was a contributing factor to their understanding of the lesson and the task. The introduction was clear and concise, however, in the video you can hear small interruptions throughout. This is where pupils where either off topic and not focussing or having their own conversation. During these small interruptions I either continued my conversation after a brief pause so the person talking would notice they are disrupting, or I would intervene with the disruption. I found this vital for the pupil's development as without the interruption the class were able to focus on the task and develop their verbal welsh and understanding. The pupils who were making these interruptions, when asked a question, needed the extra support. I did not use this as ammunition to belittle them for interrupting, but I used it for assessment that they needed intervention during the task and regular reassurance during the introduction. I found this approach benefitted both myself and the pupils as I was able to deliver the task in the desired way and the pupil was able to use my knowledge to support their learning.

Areas for improvement and personal targets -
The three areas I found hindered my ability to develop the pupils learning the most were:
· Topic knowledge
· Prepare for all abilities (whole lesson)
· Focus group

Topic knowledge is a factor that will always affect teaching as a teacher who has no knowledge of their topic has no chance to help the pupil understand it. Griffith and Burns (2014) state that “highly effective teaching is not just about having strong subject knowledge. It's also about how the teacher uses this knowledge to build their learners clarity”. In the future I will need to not only know the subject inside out, but now how to use this knowledge to develop my leaners knowledge.
Preparing for all abilities focusses on the higher ability pupils during the lesson and the lower ability during the introduction. Both ability groups were challenged too much in different stages of the lesson. In the future I will need to provide visual aids and resources to support the lower ability through the conversational elements of the lesson. I will design a more supportive template for the higher ability to develop their welsh literacy skills rather than their knowledge of welsh. This would benefit them as the lesson was aimed at the pupil's welsh letter writing skills.
Focus group is a common concept which I have both seen used during placement and utilised myself. In future lessons I will select certain members of the class with the similar ability to work with me for a limited amount of time. This may be used to provoke motivation or to stimulate ideas for their letters.
Finally, in the future I would aim to have a TA or support teacher with me. This would benefit the class as an extra ‘more knowledgeable other’ to use for support and help me when reflecting on the lesson to further improve my future teaching.
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