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The question of whether to arm police officers in the United Kingdom has been a topic of debate for many years. This essay will examine the arguments for and against arming police officers in the UK and assess whether it is time to arm all police officers. It will also explore the potential implications of such a change and consider alternative solutions to the issue of police officer safety.
Carrying a gun, of course can offer protection and make the carrier much more confident on a call because they have the equipment that they need to protect others and themselves, but the thought of taking somebody else’s life at the same time can be very overwhelming. At this point the law and the procedures within the United Kingdom are not ready to have all the officers armed but it would be a good movement if it is to happen, although there will be a big need of change in the law and the procedures that are taught to the officers now. Currently the majority of police officers in the United Kingdom are not armed but taser trained which sometimes is not enough. Taking into consideration that 4.3% of the officers in the past 10 years were armed and the rest 95.7% are not even fully taser trained, should raise a few concerns in case of life threating calls (Home Office 2022). And all of this just to keep the police tied to an old principle called “Policing by Consent” (Home Office 2012), which is not a bad principle, but the fact that there is officers out there that are being sent to potentially life threatening calls for themselves as officers and they will not even be able to try to protect themselves is something that should be changed in the favour of the officers. Some that are pro for arming the police brought up the subject of the officer’s ability to respond effectively to serious threats and attacks and with all that they would improve public safety being able to respond effectively (Matthews, D. 2022). Besides this it could also be argues the fact that United Kingdom faces a high risk threat of terrorism and other violent crimes which can be diminished by arming the police officers and equip them with what they need to serve the community and protect it. There are a few cons as well to arming the police, but as it was said it will never be perfect, it has to be a balance between these two sides. Arming the police would eventually mean that most of the relationships between the police community and the civilians community can be harmed just because the police will have the power to take a life if it’s necessary and as humans, nobody likes when another is above you or has more power than you especially when it comes to the power of taking away a life or potentially more, but there are ways to overcome this such as intensive training presenting the public why and how. Going back to “policing by consent” principle which will be out of the picture if the police officers will be armed, but it will be for a good reason which is to improve and evolve. Looking at this “policing by consent” principle, it can be argued the fact that this principle has been abused by the community for years and it has been abused by different criminals as well into making the police force much softer than the police force in other countries. The policing by consent principle is a good principle to stick with but it has been so abusing towards the officers that it takes away most of their powers and the different ways they could accomplish their job even better and faster such as the unarmed officers issue. Another topic that could be argued within this “should police be armed” issue, is the types of crimes that the police is dealing with most of the time while on call, and most of the crimes are knife crimes coming from young male teenagers aged 10-17(Allen, G and Burton, M. 2023). Looking at this crime usually being in close range it normally would end up in a life-threatening situation, needing to apprehend a suspect in close range which has a knife on him would end up in the perpetrator to use the knife to get away especially when it comes to teenagers which did not develop an entire emotional relation to the outside world within their actions. At the moment from what it was shown to the public the police apprehend different suspects known to carry sharply objects on them by tricking them into thinking that the officer is not after them and as they got closer they would pull them in and restrain them (This Cop Life 2023) but once again it has to be taken into consideration that the perpetrator can have an emotional outrage triggered by any kind of mental problem such as anxiety or any other and making them rage out and using the knife towards the officer. Instead of this method into apprehending somebody with a knife there a many different way into making them surrender when they see a gun in front of them, the bigger the gun the bigger the damage would be which makes the suspect realise that there is no chance for him to use the knife and then get shot. 
In conclusion, the question of whether the police in the United Kingdom should be armed is a complex one with valid arguments on both sides. While arming police officers can offer protection and confidence on calls, it also raises concerns about giving someone the power to take another person's life. Ultimately, the decision to arm police officers should be made with careful consideration of all the potential benefits and drawbacks, and any changes to the law and procedures would need to be implemented thoughtfully and responsibly.



References

Allen , G. and Burton, M. (2023) Knife Crime Statistics - House of Commons Library, Research Briefing. Gov UK. Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/sn04304/ (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
Home Office (2012) Definition of policing by consent, GOV.UK. GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policing-by-consent/definition-of-policing-by-consent (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
Home Office (2022) Police use of firearms statistics, England and Wales: April 2021 to March 2022, GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-use-of-firearms-statistics-england-and-wales-april-2021-to-march-2022/police-use-of-firearms-statistics-england-and-wales-april-2021-to-march-2022 (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
Matthews, D. (2022) The British Police Need Guns, UnHerd. Available at: https://unherd.com/2022/09/the-british-police-need-guns/ (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
This Cop Life (2023) YouTube. YouTube. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu-BgeyMUv8&ab_channel=SimonJones (Accessed: March 10, 2023). 
The techniques mentioned within the paper can be observed in the video (Time frame: 06:03-06:35)
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