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There are a number of historical theories of crime and deviance. One of the historical theories is Classicism. Newman (2017) wrote that Classicism is the first-time theories of criminology have been discussed in society. Baldock, Manning and Vickerstaff (2007) suggests that Classicism “views humans as rational, self-interested and exercising free-will” and as a result humans can be deterred from committing crimes through “proportional punishment” (Baldock, Manning and Vickerstaff, 2007). Newman (2017) suggests that this new way of thinking emerged as a result of excessive punishments.
Two main theorists in the Classicism era are Cesare de Beccaria and Jeremy Bentham. Beccaria summarised that the “seriousness of crime should be determined by the harm it inflicts” and that punishments should be proportionate and free of bias. (Valier 2002 and Vold et al 2002, cited in Newburn 2017). Bentham, on the other hand, suggested that human behaviour was derived from the pleasure/pain principle and a threat of punishment outweighed any type of pleasure. (Newburn, 2017)
Another theory is positivism which suggests that an offender commits a crime due to circumstances beyond their control which includes psychological, sociological or biological factors which pre-disposes a person to commit a crime. As a result, punishments are focussed on rehabilitation and are focused on the individual. (Baldock, Manning and Vickerstaff, 2007). Newburn (2017) separates positivism into ‘biological positivism’ and ‘psychological positivism’. 
Cesare Lombroso is often touted as “the father of modern criminology” (Newburn, 2017) as he started his work through phrenology. Lombroso used this to assess that the size of a person’s head will determine criminality but further developed this to include those with conditions such as epilepsy. This is the first example of biological positivism as he determined that those with certain conditions or body shapes were more likely to become criminal. (Fitzgerald, 2011). Rafter (1997, cited in Fitzgerald, 2011) supports the view of Lombroso, which suggests that criminals could be recognised through a physical examination and a review of the family history. Yar and Penna (2004) discusses social positivism as the presence of socio-economic conditions such as poverty increases the chances that a person will be involved in crime.
Newburn (2017) argues Freud was the creator of psychological positivism. Newburn (2017) suggests inadequate formation of the unconscious mind, leads to criminal behaviour. Newburn (2017) also suggests that Rational Choice Theory and by extension Routine Activity Theory comes from learned behaviour however suggests these theories are an amalgamation of psychological and sociological theories.
Fitzgerald (2011) also notes that there are two more theories which haven’t gained as much traction as positivism and classicism, the first being Constructionism, where the definition of crime changes throughout history where certain crimes “have been criminalized, decriminalized, and recriminalized” Reagan (1997, cited in Fitzgerald 2011) suggests that this abortion could be attributed to constructionism. Fitzgerald (2011) notes that social control theory is an example of a constructionist theory.
The second theory that Fitzgerald (2011) notes is structuralism. This theory uses external factors such as political, social and economic factors to explain crime and deviancy, for example urbanisation, industrialisation and residential composition and poverty increases crime rates within a community. An example of a theory that uses these factors is Burgess’ (1925, cited in Newburn 2017) concentric circles or zonal hypothesis which is part of the Chicago School of Criminology.

On the 20th May 2021, South Wales Police were called to a disturbance in the Mayhill area of Swansea. A vigil was being held for a young man who had recently passed away when the disturbance broke out which started with fireworks then led to violence and criminal damage and has been since touted as a riot. Many cars were broken into and set alight and some homes had windows broken. Seven police officers were also injured during the disturbance (BBC News 2021). Since then, 27 people aged between 15 and 44 have been charged with offences relating to this disturbance which include riot offences and arson with an intent to endanger lives (South Wales Police, 2022).  Swansea Council (2022) refer to Covid-19 lockdowns, social media, criminal behaviour, socio-economic dynamics and the death of a local young man as contributing factors to the disturbance in the area in a report published as part of an independent learning review. While there were no deaths during this incident, Swansea City Council (2022) deemed the incident as a potential danger to life.
One theory that can explain this disturbance is the Chicago School of Criminology. Ernest Burgess (1925, cited in Newburn 2017) developed what has become known as the Zonal Hypothesis. This is a series of concentric circles which represented a different area of social life, these areas usually have their own subcultures, histories and traditions. McLaughlin and Muncie (2006) identified that each of these concentric circles are around two miles wide. 
The first zone, which is the inner most circle is known as the business district, this sector has a very small residential population. Burgess (1925, cited in Newburn 2017) argues that the second zone, known as the ‘zone of transition’ is the most important zone. This zone has very high levels of poverty, deep rooted deprivation and inadequate social housing. The third zone consists of residential homes, usually families who have escaped zone two. The fourth zone is a more affluent community which extends to the city limits and the final zone is the suburban areas or the commuter zone. Mayhill is approximately two miles away from Swansea city centre, which would put it firmly into the ‘zone of transition’ when you consider McLaughlin and Muncie’s (2006) analysis that each zone is 2 miles wide.
Williams (2008) examines the localities where offenders will commit crimes, suggesting that offenders will commit crimes within two miles from their own home (Wiles and Costello 2000 cited in Williams 2008) so these are familiar areas to offenders. The two-mile radius fits in with Burgess (1925) zonal hypothesis, however Williams (2008) makes the assumption that offenders may be banned from the main shopping or business district so therefore would only be able to commit crimes in their home locality.
The Zonal Hypothesis has come under criticism over the years, one example is Quinn (1940) who refers to widespread criticism of the hypothesis and suggests that when the zonal hypothesis is applied to other areas, “various cities do not actually conform to an ideal circular spatial pattern” and “that local irregularities frequently violate the pattern of geometrically accurate concentric zone” (Quinn, 1940). It is also mentioned that the city centre, should be the business district and housing, therefore, should be located in the zones, starting from the poorer homes in the ‘zone of transition’ to the more affluent homes in the outer circles (Quinn, 1940).
Another criticism of the Zonal Hypothesis is that it has failed to move with the times and as a result, development of housing estates have traditionally moved away from the city centres, which has led to complex patterns in more modern times (Morris, 1957, Baldwin and Bottoms 1976 cited in Coleman and Norris 2000). Bursik (1986 cited in Coleman and Norris 2000) points out that even the original zonal hypothesis no longer fits the city of Chicago.
One area that the zonal hypothesis does represent, in relation to the disturbance in Mayhill, Swansea is the high levels of deprivation and poverty. Newburn (2017) references Burgess (1925) and states that the ‘Zone of Transition’ has a transient population, that is poor and living in inadequate housing where there are high levels of deviant behaviour and social problems. McLauglin and Muncie (2006) also suggest that the ‘zone of transition has high levels of poverty. The Wales Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD, 2019) has categorised Mayhill, Swansea as an area that that is currently in deep-rooted deprivation. To be categorised as an area of deep-rooted deprivation an area must be in the top fifty deprived areas for at least five reporting periods. However in regards to Mayhill, that locality is often paired with neighbouring locality, Townhill, for the purposes of the Wales Index of Multiple deprivation (2019) and Police.UK (2022). This is also noted in the independent learning review Swansea council (2022) published, but has noted that each of these localities are separate of each other with distinct subcultures and investments in the area do not necessarily benefit the population of both areas. 
This is supported by Barken and Rocque (2018) who say that the same indicators for good health also prevent individuals from committing crimes. Barken and Rocque (2018) also support the link between crime and those living in high deprivation by suggesting that these areas produce criminal behaviour due to the conditions of the neighbourhood which includes population density, high turnover of residents, which supports Burgess’ (1925) Zone of transition with the transient population and a high number of single parent households.
Newburn (2014) suggests that when you place riots in a historical context, it has been found that many individuals become involved “as an expression of their generalised discontent with elements of the society around them”. Which is supported by Swansea Council (2022) who suggested that Covid-19 lockdowns and socio-economic factors, amongst other things were contributing factors in the disturbance. Swansea Council (2022) also notes the death of a young man as a contributing factor to the disturbance, when placed in a historical context, Morrell and Currie (2015) note that the riots in London 2011 had begun as a hijacking of a peaceful protest over police handling of the death of Mark Duggan, a young black man from London.

Another theory that supports both the disturbance in Mayhill, Swansea and Burgess’ (1925) concentric circle theory is the Broken Window theory developed by Phillip Zimbardo (1969 cited in Wilson and Kelling 2005). Zimbardo carried out an experiment whereby a car was left on a street in New York was damaged and eventually dismantled within 24 hours and a similar vehicle in a more affluent neighbourhood in California was left untouched for a week. 
McLaughlin (2006) writes about Kelling and Coles (1996 cited in McLaughlin 2006) updating the ‘broken windows’ theory and suggests that “petty disorderly acts… trigger a train reaction that undermines community safety and paves the way for serious criminality.” Wilson and Kelling (1982 cited in McLaughlin 2006) write that basic police foot patrols allow officers to judge when any behaviour is out of the ordinary and be able to use stop and search powers. For instance, Police.UK (2022) details officers use of stop and search comparing the levels pre-pandemic, in May 2019 there were no instances of stop and search. Considering Swansea City Council’s (2022) statement that lockdown has had an impact on crime levels, in May 2020 there were 20 with most of them on suspicion of controlled drugs and in May 2021, there were 30 stop and searches recorded.
Wilson and Kelling (2005) suggested vandalism happens “anywhere once communal barriers… are lowered by actions that seem to signal ‘that no one cares’”. Wilson and Kelling (1982 cited in Dixon 2005) say “if human ‘broken windows’ are not fixed, disorder will turn into serious crime because ‘serious street crime flourishes in areas in which disorderly behaviour goes unchecked’”. In relation to the disturbance in Mayhill, Swansea, the most common crime recorded in 2021 is violence and sexual offences (34%) and the next most common crime is anti-social behaviour (21%) and criminal damage and arson (14%).
Ranasinghe (2011) examines the ‘broken windows’ theory and suggests that “the changing nature of urban spaces and the relations in these spaces: for example, not only was crime on the rise, but riots had become a common occurrence in large urban areas” (Banfield 1974. Zimbardo 1970 Cited in Ranasinghe 2011). This shows support for the disturbance in Mayhill, Swansea, even though Police.UK (2022) data shows there has been a small decrease in the number of crimes recorded every quarter from April 2019, there was a huge increase in crimes recorded during the covid-19 lockdowns. Swansea city Council (2022) issued a statement which suggests that the lockdowns and subsequent criminal behaviour were responsible for the disturbance and as a result has done some work to improve the local area such as repairing criminal damage and creating a new playground. Swansea City Council also referred to the improvements made to the area prior to lockdowns which included a new health and well-being centre, improved access to flying start provision and youth provisions such as holiday and after-school clubs.

Rational choice theory is based upon a cost benefit analysis where individuals will commit a crime based upon the benefits outweighing any potential losses or risks. This theory was developed by Clarke and Cornish (1985, 1986 cited in Newburn 2017) who argue that “choices are influenced by a number of social and psychological factors”. Cornish and Clarke (2006 cited in Newburn 2017) outline the basis of the theory which is the crimes are committed in order to benefit the offender, individuals make the best decisions based upon the information that is known and that decision making varies between individuals and involve a series of choices made at each stage. Involvement is usually based around three things, habituation, initiation and desistance.
Williams (2008) discusses Mayhew et al (1976) which uses rational choice theory as the basis of a new theory first identified as ‘target attractiveness’ which means to say that a crime is more likely to be committed if it goes undetected but altering the environment doesn’t necessarily prevent crime but some added street furniture such as lighting can be effective. In relation to the Mayhill disturbance, Swansea city council (2022) has completed some work in relation to improving street furniture and creating barriers with the intention of improving community safety. 
Tittle (1995, cited in Williams 2008) criticises routine activity theory by suggesting “it does not really explain crime”. Hopkins Burke (2008) also offers a criticism as rational choice theory cannot explain the criminal behaviour that is presented in children and adolescents as these groups usually have a “less developed sense of rationality.” However Barkan and Rocque (2018) argue that many criminologists and theories of crime assume that criminality in regards to street violence begins during childhood and adolescence and makes the connection that “children in poor families are more likely to experience abuse and neglect, neighbourhood violence and other adverse childhood experiences” and as a result increases the chance that individuals will become involved in crime and criminality.
Routine Activity Theory is another theory that tries to make sense of rising crime rates. Pease (2006) says that rational choice theory has many similarities with routine activity theory. This theory was developed by Cohen and Felson (1979, cited in Newburn 2017) and requires three elements to be present before a crime can be committed, these are, motivated offenders who are usually young males, suitable targets which can include property or people and the absence of guardians, which can include technology in the forms of CCTV, official guardians which include police and law enforcement, but can also be informal guardians such as family and friends (Pease 2006). Pease (2006) suggests that this theory uses the term targets as crimes and criminality targets mainly property acquisition. It is worth noting here, that while 27 arrests have been made in relation to the disturbance, police have not released any information regarding the gender of those arrested.
Newburn (2017) discusses that for each of these elements to be present is dependent on the conditions at the time, so what this boils down to means that the more people in a locality, the more likely there are to be motivated offenders. In order to link this to the Mayhill disturbance, the police response to the incident must be considered, an independent learning review by Swansea City Council (2022) reported that residents who were calling the emergency services felt unprotected as there wasn’t an adequate police response on the night in question which is the absence of a suitable guardian in Cohen and Felson’s (1979 cited in Newburn 2017) theory. Pease (2006) does have some criticism of this theory, however, as the theory blames the victim and doesn’t answer the question as to why some offenders are more motivated than others.

In conclusion, throughout history there have been several criminological theories. One of the first historical theories include classicism, Beccaria and Bentham were two classicists who determined that crime centred around the pleasure and pain principle. Positivism is another theory, which suggests that criminals commit crimes due to circumstances beyond their control. Lombroso was one of the first to study this type of behaviour.
Structuralism and constructionism are two more theories, constructionism centres around the beliefs of the criminal acts and the perception of deviance in the general public. Structuralism uses social, political and economic factors to explain crime and deviancy.
Linking criminal theories to a contemporary issue such as the riots in Mayhill, Swansea shows that the theories are still relevant. Burgess (1925) developed the zonal hypothesis and this can still be applied in this case, even though that due to housing developments, city structures are very different (Quinn, 1940). Ranasinghe (2011) details the ‘broken windows’ theory and how that changing urban spaces means that it is increasingly more likely that riots will happen.
Rational choice theory and routine activity theory are linked theories. Rational choice theory focuses upon a cost benefit analysis, whereby offenders will commit a crime based upon the information in front of them at any point, however Barkan and Rocque (2018) suggest that this theory cannot be applied to young people. Routine activity theory requires three elements to be present for a crime to be committed- a motivated offender, a target and the absence of a guardian. Cohen and Felson (1979) suggest that the majority of offenders are young males, Pease (2006) suggests that the term target is used in relation to property acquisition rather than victims and that guardians can include formal guardians such as police and law enforcement, but also technology such as CCTV and can incorporate informal guardians such as family and friends.
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