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AIM(S)
· To provide a critical overview of the formation, transmission and interpretation of the Hebrew Bible and post-biblical writings, including rabbinic Judaism and mystical Judaism.
· To apply traditional and contemporary critical hermeneutical principles to a range of selected Jewish texts and traditions.
· To examine the role of Jewish texts and traditions in interfaith dialogue.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· offer an informed and critical account of the main themes and characteristics of the Hebrew Bible and post-biblical Jewish writings;
· evaluate the usefulness and relevance of a range of interpretative tools and strategies in illuminating the meaning of Jewish texts and traditions;
· assess key events and movements in the development of Judaism;
· analyse hermeneutical approaches to Jewish sacred texts in Jewish-Christian engagement and interfaith dialogue more widely.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Themes in the Hebrew Bible, with particular reference to – and case studies drawn from - the Pentateuch, the Prophetic Literature, and the Writings.
· Critical methods and approaches to the study of the Hebrew Bible and post-biblical Jewish writings.
· Exegesis in late Second Temple Judaism, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, Philo, Josephus, the Apocrypha and the Pseudepigrapha.
· The historical and textual development of rabbinic Judaism, with particular reference to the Mishnah, the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmudim, the midrashim.
· The origins and development of mystical Judaism, with reference to the Hekhalot and later Jewish mystical texts.
· The origins and development of Jewish philosophical texts and movements. 
· Various Jewish responses through history to the rise of Christianity and Islam.
· Key elements in contemporary Jewish belief, theology, ethics and ritual practice and how they impact on interfaith dialogue and engagement.
· Jewish-Christian dialogue and interfaith relations from a post-Shoah perspective.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

E.g. Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application, discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to develop understanding and application of the techniques. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30 
	10

	Independent learning
	270 
	90

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300 hours
	100%



ASSESSMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment Component 1 – 40%

Coursework: Textual Analysis (3000 words).

Example of the type of question or task that could be used:

Present a critical analysis of Genesis 22 from a Jewish and interfaith perspective.

Assessment Component 2 – 60%

Coursework: Essay (4500 words).

Example of the type of question or task that could be used: 

Evaluate the opportunities for and challenges to interfaith dialogue posed by post-Shoah Jewish interpretations of God and the covenant with Israel.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%






EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes

	
	No

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):
The module contributes to the sustainability agenda in its broadest sense by encouraging students to think about the skills they require to solve their academic questions. These are transferable skills which assist in nurturing critical and creative thinking. As such the module is focused on meeting the immediate academic needs of the students while also equipping them to think critically and solve problems in an unknown future. These include skills which relate specifically to issues associated with interfaith and intra-faith dialogues, which are built through a process of analysis and reflection, including during the assessment process for this module, along with in-seminar discussions.
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