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The Reflective Journal 


01/02/2018

“Not all the features which make up the historic environment are easily classifiable but…they need to be recorded in a more general way to assist future more detailed survey and investigation (Bewley.2001: 81 cited in Ingle and Saunders.2011: 1)”.


We had the first lecture with Dr. Coard about what we are expected to learn in this second semester. We were advised to create a field note book that documents our experiences. Ingle et al. (2011) referencing the importance of maintain our notes always which will help us with ours report.
Dr. Coard came to the lecture and started with an introduction of the Module.
Then she demonstrated with slides on the PowerPoint different methods that help us to write down our work in the field. Dr. Coard gave examples of reflective journals and explained her methods and experiences in the fieldwork of archaeology. I am feeling very excited with the lecture and I have a lot positive expectation about the course. I am looking forward to learning more about. We were told to have a notebook to make notes, to draw and to collect dates. This journal will be with us all the time at the field to help us to analyse and describe what we were searching and collecting. Also, she asked to us to buy an archaeologist passport pass for when we will travel to train abroad in archaeological sites or when we have lectures in the campus or elsewhere. University of Worcester (2016) have interesting information very useful to fill what we had been told in the lecture.

  "As a student of archeology, it is important to take a reflective journal to keep up with the learning and to record important parts to be analyzed in the future." Some positive points of the diary: weaknesses, doubts and everything given in lectures. end of the day or week it would be possible to review important parts of the work that need to be improved” (University of Worcester 2016)”.



08/02/2018

We had a lecture with Dr. Bates and he taught us about different ways to look at and to read a map such as an atlas, climatic map, physical map, street map, thematic map and topographical map.  I worked before in Brazil and planned journeys from Rio de Janeiro to other cities in Brazil and loved to do so.  I still find it quite hard to work out directions in the UK when looking at maps. Perhaps I need more time to get used to reading maps here. I hope that these lectures will improve my difficulties. Dr. Bates demonstrated how we could use and interpret Ordnance Survey maps (OS) and how to use Digimaps. He advised us to go to the library and check for a special set up to be able to download the Digimaps. He gave us an exercise hand out and explained how to work out and find out the distances between different points in Lampeter. We had been using ratio and grid references and the national grid graphics. We were also shown how we can interpret scales in miles and kilometres. 
I felt lost. I found it quite difficult, but I am sure that if I spend maybe two days reading and practicing I would find it easier.  Quentin Drew came to help me with the map exercises. Probably he saw me being confused. After he had moved on to the next student, Charlie from Archaeology Pass came to give some support. Charlie advised me to check the BBC website to catch up and practice the maths skills that I learned maybe 30 years ago. Consequently, my commitment is to spend a few hours once a week to practice maths and remember how to read scales in the maps in the UK.



15/02/2018

I looked at some books to revise the lecture about digital data, survey and demonstrate it on graphs from the week before.
Condron et al. (1999) mention the usefulness of digital databases.

[bookmark: _Hlk509821427]“Archaeologists want access to information, irrespective of media on which it is available. For those that have the equipment and experience to work with digital databases, there is an oblivious advantage in having ready access, but for others the fact that they are available digitally may be the major barrier to their re-use (Condron et al.,1999: 43).”


We have been taught by Dr. Bates about grid references and how to read them, Also I read in Scotland Rural Past where they are indicating what it is good to do to locate the site and read the site.  The National Grid (2018) breaks Great Britain down into progressively smaller squares identified first by letters and then numbers. These squares are divided into smaller squares by grid lines representing 10 km spacing each numbered 0 - 9, from the south-west corner in an easterly and northerly direction. You can therefore identify a 10km grid square by quoting two grid letters and the eastings and northings; for example, TQ 6 3. By estimating the eastings and northings to one tenth of the grid interval, you can quote a full six figure grid reference that is accurate to 100m on the ground. For example, the Tower of London's grid reference is TQ 336805 (The National Grid, 2018) and (Scotland Rural Past 2011:11).
We finished the handout from last week where we had been practicing and working out how to make a graph from the exercise. Dr. Bates mentioned some trusted websites to research. He was very patient when explaining about bench marks, tripods, length in the field etc. I found it hard to remember the names of the equipment initially and I think it will take a few months to practice and to remember them. 



22/02/2018
 I missed this lecture.  I tried to catch up by using the excel dumpy level programme from a fellow student. I found this really hard to do. Maybe I need more time and lectures with more exercises to remind me what I learned 30 years ago. My children had had half-term. I was not able to come to the University Campus.  Graveyard survey: Conforming to Renfrew and Bahn it is part of a graveyard survey to know how to reconnaissance survey where files are part of the location and preparation instead of doing analyses based on documents and files. Archaeologists seek to research basically in landscapes, where they found tombs, remains of walls, houses, or general edifices. Such research may become difficult. So, a more detailed research would possibly be required by the team and archaeologist director (Renfrew and Bahn,2003:72-73).  According to Renfrew and Bahn as these surveys were done in the past they identified the areas used for human needs (settlements), discoveries and evolutions (Renfrew and Bahn,2003:73). First, there needs to be a definition of how the research would be done. Second it is necessary to define the type of area, culture and frontiers. Examines whether the area is a valley or island; what is the extent of the area, the type of artifacts, or whether there is a possibility that there will be remains. This type of planning is required for a survey of the area. (Renfrew and Bahn, 2003: 73-74).

 “Scholars such as Robert Dunnell and William Dancey have therefore suggested that these "off-site" or "non-site" areas (that is, areas with a low density of artefacts) should be located and recorded, which can only be done by systematic survey work involving careful sampling procedures. This approach is particularly useful in areas where people leading a mobile way of life have left only a sparse archaeological record, as in much of Africa (Renfrew and Bahn,2003:74)”. 

The national grid (2018) mention that BM is indeed useful to make precisely work and fast to use in the survey.

"Search Bench Marks can usually be found on churches, but also on other notable buildings, houses, bridges etc. The database describes where it is and what type of benchmark symbol is used (usually carved into stone, the centre of the horizontal groove is the height reference). It is worth finding the nearest BM to your survey site as soon as possible so that you can establish the best way to transfer the height from the BM to your site" (Jigsaw Cambridgeshire 2018) and (National Grid 2018)


08/03/2018 

 Quentin Drew, Dr. Bates and Dr. Coard introducing the safety equipment and the material we need to work with and to find the dumpy level of the area of which we will work at the survey. Today we did some revision on surveying and we did some dumpy level exercise. With Dr. Martin and Dr. Ros, we finished the exercise we had last week, and we did a graphics of distance and height of the group we were practising. We learnt how to use the rules, ranging pole, tripod and theodolite, tape measures and how to take notes to draw a sketch of the field that we are working on. Also, we learnt how to be safe, for example to use wellington boots, raincoat, (appropriate clothes for the right weather) and to close the theodolite if it is raining. Dr. Coard said we must leave the equipment clean after having been used so it is ready for the next time or the next team.  It was hard to concentrate because the weather was cloudy, drizzle and windy.  We were taught about dumpy level.  (also known as a Builder's Level) It is an optical device that is used for starting or checking a level, by using a spirit level. The dumpy level technique is used in archaeological surveying to measure precisely the horizontal level of the site. For example, to indicate if it has difference in height at the top and base of a slope (National Grid 2018).




15/03/2018

We did some of the same exercise as last week. DR. Bates explained about how to draw hachures and how to understand and read them. We were looking for the landscape and we were asked to find a spot (hill or elevation) to practice our sketching by using hachures.  This technique is to show arrows and lines to indicate a difference in level of soil, hill, lakes, etc. I really found this quite hard to use because I had never any experience with this type of drawing before. I couldn’t do it. I will try to look at this in the Easter holidays to put in practice. Hodges has written some rules for making a hatch drawing and if we follow his instruction, it will be easy to identify the site. When representing the relief with hatches on a map, six rules must be followed. According to Hodges, the hatches are drawn in the direction of the steeper gradient, arranged in lines perpendicular to its direction, the length and thickness of each stroke represents the height drop along its direction. Thus, a short, thick stroke represents a slope that is short and steep and that a long and thin tract represents a long and gentle slope. So, if strokes are spaced an equal distance within a line, strokes have the same thickness within a row, this causes the map to be illuminated, as the strokes are thinner and farther away on the illuminated side (Lawrence, cited in Hodges 2003, 548). It is described at Scotland’s Rural past that we most work with cautions because hachures can be bad interpreted if it does not being draw in a right shape of the structure more realistically. It could be confusing than useful (Scotland Rural past,2011 :33).




22/03/2018


Today we had Quentin Drew, Dr. Coard and Dr. Bates - They showed us how to use the tape measure and record. I was in a group with Karen, Joe and Kim where I was the model (pretending to be a human remain) they measured horizontal as feet and head as base and vertical shoulders, elbows knees and hill. I did it at a square paper within a scale of 1:10. I found this difficult when we were in Room 5, but when we went to the hall and started practicing it wasn’t too hard to understand. I think it will take maybe a few lessons to get to use to it. I enjoyed, and it was quite fun.  
“In the Scotland Rural past, the symbols change with scale: the smaller the scale, the greater the generalisation. Whatever the scale and range of symbols used, you may also need to add written notes to record information such as wall heights or roofing materials. In such cases, it is best to keep the lengths of the hachures relatively short so that they depict the shape of the structure more realistically. If drawn badly, hachures can be more confusing than useful, so do take care. (Scotland Rural Past, 2011: 32)” 

According to the Rural Scotland Past, the scale of a sketch sized If you have already produced this information can be easily converted in a dimensioned plane. This is usually done on a scale of 1: 100 is 10 mm by 1 m or 1: 200 10mm by 2m. In case a scale is drawn in more detail it will be done in 1: 500 or 1: 1,000, is 10 mm by 5 m or 10 mm by 10 m. You can decide to plan the entire site according to the demand of the project. Without forgetting that the more details and the smaller the paper will be smaller such as A3, A4 and so on (Scotland Rural Past, 2011: 40-54).






Conclusion

The searching fieldwork lecture has helped me a lot. To understand the meaning better of this discipline that I was excited to learn. Archaeology within Introduction of fieldwork looks very intense and vast discipline. It requires a lot of knowledge, study and hard work. To me it is important to be accurate in research the artefacts or areas (e.g. buildings or roads) with a very precisely general knowledge to do the survey exactly.
The research done according to the lectures in OS, mapping, clearly demonstrated that in demand to succeed the team needs to have specialists in maps, design (plants), geography (soil) and other techniques cited in this Essay. Now my vision of fieldwork has changed a lot. I need to be able read more so that will scatter my desire in a specific area. I found many interesting things to learn in fieldwork. I believe that Researchers has developed all of this technology to benefit us. I am certainly impressed to learn how people made it happen. I have the taste and I am very curious to learn more about survey.













Bibliography



Condron, F., Richards, J., Robinson, D. and Wise, A.: 1999, Strategies for Digital Data. Findings and recommendations from Digital Data in Archaeology: Survey of User Needs. York-UK, University of York.



Ingle, C. & Saunders, H.2011, Aerial Archaeology in Essex: the role of the National Mapping Programme in interpreting the landscape, Chelmsford-UK, Essex County Council.

Greene, K.2004.Archaeology: An Introduction, 4thedition, London and New York, Routledge - Taylor and Francis Group

Kipfer, B.A., 2007.The Archaeologist’s Fieldwork Companion, Oxford, Blackwell.



Renfrew, C. Bahn, P.: 2000, Archaeology: Theory Methods, London, Thames & Hudson Ltd.



[bookmark: _Hlk509996194]
Connolly, D. 2005. BAJR Practical Guide Series, Survey Basics: Laying out a trench and Levelling.
Available from: http://www.bajr.org/BAJRGuides/10.%20Basic%20Survey%20-          %20Setting%20Out%20and%20Levelling/BasicSurvey.pdf
[Accessed 20/03/2018]


Geological methods for archaeology, Norman Herz 1923- Ervan G Garrison: 
New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press c1998
Available from E-book:  http://web.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.u
[Accessed 21/03/2018]


[bookmark: _Hlk509380451]Jigsaw Cambridgeshire-Piece together Cambridgeshire’s Past: Step-by-Step Guide to Dumpy Level Survey
[bookmark: _Hlk509995146]Available from:  https://jigsawcambs.org  [Accessed 20/03/2018]



RCAHMS, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, 2011.A Practical Guide to Recording Archaeological Sites.
Available from: www.scotlandsruralpast.org.uk [Accessed 21/03/2018]


Student service at UW. 2016. University of Worcester: skills advice sheet -Learning Journals.
Available from:  www.worcester.ac.uk [Accessed 22/03/2018] 

The National Grid (2018) How the National grid works: Benchmarks and Temporary Bench Marks (BM/TBM) 
Available from: https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/resources/maps-and-geographic-resources/the-national-grid.html [Accessed 20/03/2018]































[bookmark: _GoBack]






 


                     SELF-REFLECTION SHEET.

PLEASE COMPLETE BEFORE SUBMISSION AND ATTACH TO YOUR WORK

Date: 03/04/2108		Module: AHAH4005 			Name:	Flavia Stevens			
				
Guidance: You might consider the following elements:

· Argument: does it have one/ is it backed by sufficient evidence/ how lucid is it?
· Structure: how clear is it / is my essay easy to follow/ does it help my argument?
· Analysis:  is more/less analytical than narrative/ does it address the question?
· Reading: was this sufficiently broad/ have I referenced properly?
· How might I improve my performance in future?


	Strengths

Yes, the argument has sense and we had sufficient evidence and examples at the lectures. 



	Weaknesses:
I found a lot of difficult in follow some of the exercise that was gave to us at the lecture because I have learned almost 30 years ago. I know if it was in use in my routine I will be remide it. It is one more thing in my to do list to look at in Easter holiday.





	General Comments:

I enjoy learning this module. The lectures were very patient and helped us all the time. It could be great if we could have like introduction to Fieldwork I and II. Such as breakdown in two semesters. It would make easy to us to choose what modules in the second year. Well, this is my view. Besides, it is a lot to learn in just a short period of time.

	Please give a mark for your work:   

(for e.g.:  1st = 70+:  2/1 = 69-60:   2/2 = 59-50:   3rd = 45-49:   pass = 40-44:   fail = 39- )





