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Journal 1 

For our final production we are doing Crazy for You and I am playing the role of Elaine who is a show girl. On the first day of rehearsals, we decided to set Deadrock in Wales rather than America, as well as change some of the script to Welsh and include a song in Welsh. We chose to do this in order to make the show feel more at home and understandable to the audience, as well as to make it more relatable to the majority of the cast. We had a script read-through on the first day of rehearsals so that everyone could get a better sense of the show and an understanding of the text. 
After this rehearsal, I realized that I needed to do a lot of research on this show, so I spent the first week after rehearsals researching various aspects of the show. I discovered that the 1930s Great Depression had a significant impact on Wales. The coal industry was in decline, and nearly half of all men were unemployed by 1932. This economic desolation is mirrored in literary depictions of environmental degradation in Welsh industrial writing at the time, which was booming. Coal prices rose as a result of the Great Depression, and many men lost their jobs. “The coal industry was in decline and by 1932, nearly half of all men were unemployed”. (Coal mining in Wales: the 1930s writers who depicted the environmental calamity caused by the pits, 2022).
 The depression halted and reversed 150 years of uninterrupted industrial growth. It resulted in massive emigration: Wales lost 390,000 people between 1925 and 1939, and its population did not recover to pre-war levels until 1973. Fatalism and despondency resulted from forced idleness. Poor health and substandard housing were the result of low income. The Means Test, which reduced unemployment benefits for families with another source of income, sparked massive protests, including the demonstrations in Wales on 3 February 1935, when 300,000 people took to the streets. “The apparent collapse of capitalism increased support for the socialists and also the communists, who were at the forefront of all protests”. (BBC Wales - History - Themes - Chapter 20: War and depression (part 2), 2022) 
The decline of industrial Wales was devastating to chapel culture and the Welsh language. Since the 1930s, life in Wales has changed beyond recognition. Throughout the 1920s, the British economy was already struggling to recover from the effects of World War I. When the US stock market crashed in 1929, it dealt a further blow to global trade, causing poverty and unemployment in the industrial heartlands of Wales. A depreciation of the pound began a slow recovery of the economy and industry in Wales, allowing exported goods to be sold cheaper abroad. 
In this show, my character Elaine doesn't have much to say, but she is on stage a lot, so I decided to focus on objectives for my character because even though my character doesn't have much to say, I can still do a lot with their personality that I create and why she is on stage at that moment, what she is doing while on stage, and even when she leaves a scene. Elaine is a member of Zangler's Follies and a dancer and showgirl who enjoys helping others and entertaining them. Elaine's goals at the start of the show include getting ready for one of her shows and then comforting and supporting Bobby during and after his audition with Bela Zangler. “Characters aren’t static. They move through a musical by doing things”. (Deer and Dal Vera, n.d.) by using these objectives I found it a lot easier to play my character but I am also able to experiment a lot more with my character and her reactions to other characters on the stage and what is happening.
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