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Abstract 

In UK care facilities, medication errors continue to be a big problem because they can seriously endanger fragile people. According to Elliott et al. (2021), older persons receiving residential care frequently take several drugs for chronic illnesses, which raises the risk of dose errors, administration problems, and medication forgetfulness. Medication administration in many care settings requires collaboration between carers, nurses, general practitioners, and pharmacies, which can lead to communication problems and raise the possibility of mistakes.
1.Topic: Medication Errors in UK Care Homes, Impact and Prevention Strategies: A Scoping Review

Review question: 

What are the causes, impact and resolution strategies for medication errors in UK care homes?

2. Objectives:

-To identify the most common types of medication errors reported in UK care homes

-To explore the underlying factors contributing to medication errors including staffing issues, communication failures and inadequate training

-To examine the impact of medication errors on residents, healthcare professionals and care 
Organisations
3. Rationale
The topic was selected because medication safety is an important issue within health and social care practice. Medication administration is still one of the most frequent issues found during inspections of care providers in England, according to the Care Quality Commission (CQC, 2023). Hospital admissions, a decline in health and safeguarding issues can result from mistakes involving wrong dosages, skipped medication, and inadequate recordkeeping.
Since administering medication is a regular duty in many assisted living facilities, the subject is also personally relevant. It may be possible to enhance patient outcomes, staff training, and communication by comprehending the reasons behind drug errors. According to research by Alldred et al. (2016), understaffing, interruptions, and inadequate training are major contributors to medication-related occurrences in residential care.
4. Methods
A scoping review methodology based on peer-reviewed secondary literature will be used in this study. Academic publications will be Relevant literature will be gathered from Google Scholar, MEDLINE, British Nursing Index (BNI), and the PubMed Central. During the search process, terms like "medication errors," "care homes," "patient safety," "elderly care," and "UK residential care" will be used.
English-language studies that have been published in the last ten years and are primarily related to care-home settings in the United Kingdom will be the main focus of the inclusion criteria. To find common causes, dangers, and preventative measures related to medication errors, a thematic analysis of the gathered papers will be conducted.
5. Ethical Considerations

As this study is based on secondary research, no direct contact with patients or staff will occur. However, ethical principles including academic honesty, accurate referencing and avoidance of plagiarism will still be followed throughout the research process. Confidentiality and data protection requirements will also be respected when reviewing published literature.

Reference List

Alldred, D.P., Standage, C., Zermansky, A.G., Barber, N., Raynor, D.K., Petty, D.R. and Bowie, P. (2016) ‘The causes and consequences of medication errors in care homes for older people’, Quality in Ageing and Older Adults, 17(3), pp. 168–180. Available at: https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/1471-7794 (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

Care Quality Commission (CQC) (2023) The state of health care and adult social care in England 2022/23. Available at: https://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/major-report/state-care (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

Elliott, R.A., Camacho, E., Campbell, F., Jankovic, D., St James, M.M., Kaltenthaler, E., Wong, R., Sculpher, M., Faria, R., Ryan, M. and Payne, K. (2021) ‘Prevalence and economic burden of medication errors in the NHS in England’, BMJ Quality & Safety, 30(2), pp. 96–105. Available at: https://qualitysafety.bmj.com/content/30/2/96 (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) (2024) Managing medicines in care homes. Available at: https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/sc1 (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

NHS England (2024) Patient safety strategy. Available at: https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

Royal Pharmaceutical Society (2024) The handling of medicines in social care. Available at: https://www.rpharms.com(Accessed: 24 June 2026).

World Health Organization (WHO) (2023) Medication without harm: WHO global patient safety challenge. Available at: https://www.who.int/initiatives/medication-without-harm (Accessed: 24 June 2026).

2

