Examine the impact of partnership working and information sharing when applied to policing practice. 
The police work with other services and agencies to support and protect the public. This includes third party charities, social services, the Crown Prosecution services and other services that are of use to the public and officials. The police will also share information between other stations across the country to ensure that people of interest will be kept an eye on, so they do not slip through the cracks. 
The partnership and information sharing between the police and other parties is crucial to the protection of the public and advancement of policing techniques. According to the College of Policing (2023) partners would increase the capacity for problem solving, provide alternative solutions and ensure that the correct agency could handle issues in the correct manner. Police may be unequipped to handle certain situations that other agencies may be able to handle. An example would be the Womens Aid charity. Womens Aid (no date) state that the work with women and children that are facing challenging times in their lives and support those in domestic abuse situations. They have been supporting families since the 1970’s through the struggle of sexism and male violence. Now they are more focused on helping families that have been involved in domestic abuse situations and protecting the victims from the perpetrators. Survivors of domestic abuse volunteer their time to help raise awareness of domestic violence, whereas the police do not have specialty in the ways that they can help survivors of domestic violence, which is why the refer the victims to the support charities to give them the support that they need. 
Information sharing is another important task that the police use to improve the public's safety and how the police investigate crime. The College of Policing (2020) states that information sharing is vital within the police, promoting welfare and wider public protection. The sharing of data can take multiple forms, these are: a mutual exchange of data, one or more organisations providing data to a third party or parties, several organisations making information available to each other on a shared platform or several organisations combining information and making it available to a third party or parties. But the information that is being shared must be for a policing purpose such as protecting life and property, preserving order, preventing, and detecting offences, bringing offenders to justice and any duty or responsibility arising from common lar or state law. Criminal data is the most usual form of data shared within the police. This information would include criminal convictions, or related security measures, this could be allegations of offences or anything that may be needed for the protection of the public according to the Information Commissioners Office (2023). The information that is usually shared is things such as criminal records, security information for vulnerable people and children and family court proceedings or anything that involves social services, Metropolitain Police (no date). The information that is shared with the police is in the interest of the public's safety, because of the information that police have they can see if a subject is known to be violent or a conviction for selling drugs. 
Policing has changed a lot since information sharing and partnership working has become a vital part for the police. The Police National Database (NPD) has become a vital tool since it was introduced in the 2000’s. The Bichard inquiry (2004) came after the murder of Jessica Wells and Holly Chapman in 2002, Sir Michael Bichard leads the inquiry into the reason as to why the two girls were killed. He wrote to the Home Secertary about what he had found and how he wanted to see the Government's response to his findings. He stated that he discovered errors, shortcomings and failures within the system that was in place at the time of the girls' deaths and because of this he slipped through the cracks. Bichard found that he was known to the Humberside Police in 1995 to 1999 with eight separate sexual offences. This information was not known when he was vetted for the job at the school where the two girls attended. Huntly had been known to the police for multiple reasons, but because his background information was under the last name ‘Huntly’ whilst he stated his name was ‘Nixon’ which was his mother's maiden name, along with his date of birth being input into the system incorrectly. Bichard found that there was a lack of training and management of the system that allowed Huntly and many others to slip through the cracks and be able to commit crimes by hiding their names and backgrounds.  this case is what started the sharing of information of criminal's backgrounds between stations.  because of the failings of the system at the time, many crimes had been committed and this caused the inquiry and reform of the NPD.
[bookmark: _Int_Uw9TGqeI][bookmark: _Int_Jvs1QSMj][bookmark: _Int_VKF2QAMi][bookmark: _Int_QCHFOyMm]Statutory partnerships are important when in the interest of public safety. The police have formed multiple partnerships with third parties. An example of this would be public protection partnerships, which according to the College of Policing (2023) public protection partnerships are similar to the multi-agency risk assessment (MARAC) process so that partnership agencies can gather information from each other assess the situation of risks that may come to the victim or that may affect the situation. The police and partners work closely together to handle situations in the community that could cause dangerous situations to the people that live there. But they must be careful of what information they share with third parties, such as personal data, background information or information that could affect someone in a negative way. Third parties also have to put in a request for certain information because of how confidential it could be. According to the Crown Prosecution service (2023) third parties can ask the CPS to supply information to them regarding information of cases or social service situations. Requests can be made by solicitors, insurance companies, or people that are currently engaged or contemplating civil proceedings. There are multiple things that need requests before the Police or CPS can hand the information to a third party, such as being in contact with witnesses, information about the case or the background information of a person if interest during a social service information. The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) states that there must be a reasonable line for enquiry for the request of information that had been gather by police or a third party. Third parties are owners of CCTV cameras, social service departments, forensic experts, police surgeons and GP’s and hospital authorities. The police have to request the information that they have if they wish to use it in an investigation. There are many ways that the police correspond with third parties: a letter sent to the third party to ask them about the information that that hold, pro-forma reply for third parties to use to correspond, an index of material requested, and a viewing log of material inspected. But the police have to prove that the information requested is significant to the case. If the request is for family court proceedings, then that request will be done through the police prior to the service of the prosecution service but after that stage, the application must be made by the CPS. The negative to the requesting of information is that the third party had no obligation to hand over the information that they have to the police for the investigation and can refuse at any point to show them what information they have. 
[bookmark: _Int_CK9aFfYN]In conclusion, information sharing and the partnerships that the police form with third parties and other agencies. They share information that is relevent to cases or the protection of vulnerable people within communities. They have to send in requests to the third parties to get this information. If the third parties want the information that the police have, then they must prove that the information that they want is relevant to the situation that they need it for. Policing has also changed because of recent technology and training that is used to investigate and handle information. The National Police Database has changed how people are identified and gives their background, showing if they have past convictions. The Bichard inquiry showed the failings and errors that happened when the information was not shared between stations leading to criminals being able to get away with things that they should not have. But because of the Bichard inquiry, the police have reformed and information sharing, and partnership working is used more often. 
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