Methodology

Aims and Objectives:
Objective 1 – Compare and contrast crime trends/data/stats between rural urban areas in South Wales to and how they have changed over time and why which will be useful for preventative policing.
Objective 2 – Assess the policing response to changes in crime trends across rural and urban areas of Wales
Objective 3 – Explore the public's perception on the changing nature of crime in their area and the polices response to these changes if any.


1. Introduction to chapter.

In this part of my dissertation i will be introducing the data collection method that i have chosen which is a questionnaire. In these following subheading i will be explaining why i chose a questionnaire and the advantages that come with using a questionnaire and also explaining how it will be shared around and how people will be able to answer it. After this Data analysis will be explained explaining how the results will be collected what the raw data will be used for and these data points will be used to create graphs and why this happens, after this limitations will be looked over taking into account all issues that could arise from the use of a questionnaire. After all of these issues have been explained the ways that these have been combated or limited as much as possible will be explained. Finally the value of this area of study will be explained and the possible real world uses will be discussed.

2. Research Strategy

As mentioned above the research strategy that has been selected for this dissertation is a questionnaire, A questionnaire is a set of questions normally but not limited to being created online. They are widely used across many different services and professions, they are really effective and can be used as a good way to gauge certain problems or issues within an area or profession. Questionnaires also have a very structured format meaning that they are very familiar to many people meaning that more people will understand what to do and what is expected of them when answering the questions, also Questionnaires are very cost effective especially when done online where it is completely free to not only create but also distribute. H, Muhammed (2023). Some more advanatages that are outlined by A, Bhat (2024) is that the questionnaire is completely anonymous meaning that it is more likely that the answers people give will be more honest as they will know it is anonymous and will lead to more true and honest answers therefore resulting in a better understanding for this study and a more accurate conclusion. 
 I chose this method because there are many different advantages to using a questionnaire, a website created by N, Lindemann (2023) explains and advantage that using questionnaires has is that it is very good for collecting data on a large scale, this is a really strong advantage because it allows there to be a large test group with allow for more accurate data and overall a more accurate conclusion, carrying on from this D, Kuphanga (2024) explains that ‘’ The questionnaire method stands as a versatile and potent tool for data collection’’ this quote shows how flexible a questionnaire can be and how it can have many different uses ranging from a questionnaire handed out at the end of a seminar to try and gauge the satisfaction to the use which it is being used today which is data collection for a dissertation. This also shows another strength which it has which is of how reliable they can be which is undoubtedly the reason that they are so widely used. 

3. Data Collection

The questionnaire that I have created will be sent out and shared across my social media platforms allowing everyone that is friends with me across Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat to engage with the questionnaire, this allows for a very wide audience to be reached in a small amount of time, this wide audience will be the people who are giving their opinions on the matter and will be the primary research making up this study with the literature part of this study making up the secondary research. The Questionnaire will be available for two weeks before being closed for responses as I feel this will give ample time for people to answer the questionnaire. In theory this will allow me to collect a wide range of responses with there being a target for 100 people to answer the questionnaire. 

When people choose their answers on the questionnaire they will be automatically collected and stored on the Microsoft forms website. A website also created by M. Hussan (2023) looks at data collection and breaks it down into two different types quantitatve and qualitive, quantitative data is data that is measurable and numerical so for this study this will be the multiple choice questions and qualitative data is data that is more emotive and descriptive which encompasses the short answer questions. He then goes on to explain that effective data collection is ‘’vital for producing reliable and meaningful research outcomes’’, this quote shows that without very good data collection the study could be brought down due to it not having good data as a baseline meaning that the final evaluation made in the study may be misguided and wrong. 

4. Data Analysis

All the responses collected from this questionnaire will be automatically collated all into raw data and different charts for each question providing a good visual representation of the results and the emerging trends. The raw data will be good to see to be able to be precise with how many people answered each question exactly. The charts will make it much easier to draw conclusions from the research and these charts will be inserted below where they will then be able to investigated and broken down easier. On top of this it will also be able to see if there are any biases in the answers and which answers are most common and the least common. 
On the other hand, there are some questions which are not multiple choice instead being short form answers which will have to be analysed in a different way (idk how yet Laura help 😊), this is done because not everyone will answer these questions in the same manner meaning that they may be able to grouped together vaguely but not exactly like the multiple choice questions. 
Once all of the data has been collected it will be transferred onto the dissertation below where it will then be looked into further, explained and then conclusions will be drawn. 

5. Limitations 

An expected limitation of the questionnaire is that i expect there to be a lot more responses from people under the Dyfed-Powys police force because this is my own local police force meaning due to the questionnaire primarily being sent out to people who are friends with me and most of them live under the same force which may lead to a disparity of the results. To combat this the questionnaire will also be shared by friends of mine which will mean that it will have a much broader reach letting it reach people all over South Wales. Another disadvantage that questionnaires has as explained by E, Olivia (2023) is that there may be a very low response rate, to combat this the questionnaire will be available for two weeks allowing for the chance for more people to see the questionnaire, also helping this will be the fact that the questionnaire will be shared multiple times once again aiming to reach as many people as possible.
Another disadvantage of questionnaires mentioned by E, Olivia is that the questions may be worded badly or in a way that may push the responder in a certain direction, to combat this the questionnaire has been vetted by two different people to ensure that all language is appropriate for purpose and all questions are fair and not leading the responder in a certain way. Another disadvantage which can tie into the issue above but was looked at in further depth and is outlined by D, Jain (2023) is possible misinterpretation and no option to clarify the questions, for example some people may not understand some complex terminology so to combat this, only simplified terms are used within the questionnaire, so that hopefuly the most people as possible will understand the question fully allowing for the most accurate responses. 

The research collected in this study will be very valuable because it is a subject that is currently very big for the police force with major problems occurring right now including county lines, in particular the questions around the local satisfaction with the police and how people feel that the crime trends are changing in their local area, this is very valuable information for the police when deciding where and what types of resources need to go where. 
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