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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

I attended an incident where a female had been assaulted by her partner. The female was at home with a friend when the male instigated a verbal argument. This escalated into the male punching the female to the face causing her to fall to the floor. The male continued assaulting the female on the ground causing bruising to her face. The friend contacted police resulting in the male leaving the scene. The female can be described as a vulnerable person due to the situations she finds herself in being isolated and constantly in a confined space with the offender. The College of Policing (2021) describes a person as being vulnerable if they are unable to protect themselves from harm or exploitation because of their situation or circumstances.

On route to the incident, I conducted checks upon the female and saw that there were around 20 previous incidents between the male and female. The majority of these the female had provided a statement to police but then later withdrew. 

Research conducted by Robinson and Cook (2006) suggests that there are several factors that contribute to why victims of domestic violence withdraw their complaints. Firstly, there is often a misunderstanding on the victim’s behalf of the court process and these misperceptions are not clarified by police. Further, the court process is often complex and prolonged. Victims often fear how they will ensure their safety while the process of prosecution is progressing. Lastly, the victim often holds a difference of opinion in what prosecution should consist of. Often the victim may feel that rehabilitation is the way to progress rather that incarceration (Robinson and Cook, 2006). Therefore, I knew that it was vital that in my response I implement a range of methods that are proven via evidence-based policing to counteract the findings in the research and decrease the likelihood of the female not supporting police action and withdrawing any statements she made. I will outline these methods below.

On arrival at the incident the female was upset, initially being uncommonly dismissive of me. She did not like the police as an organisation as she had previously received what she believed was poor service and did not wish to engage. 

I was the first face to face contact that the female had with the police resulting from this incident, and this could set the tone for the rest of the investigation. It was necessary for me to be supportive and empathetic to gain her trust. A negative experience would undermine her confidence and result in the female failing to report future incidents (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2019).

I explained to her the importance in her cooperation and outlined all ways in which the matter could be progressed. I understood it was my duty to take positive action to immediately safeguard the female upholding her human rights. College of Policing (2021) advises to take appropriate and proportionate action and to involve partners where they have the relevant skills and resources. Positive action can be taken in many forms such as sign posting to partner agencies or putting measures in place to alleviate the risk of the female becoming a repeat victim, such as offering panic alarms (College of Policing, 2015). To immediately take positive action, it was necessary to arrest the offender, who had left the scene as soon as possible. To gain the victims trust, I advised her of the benefits of this course of action. These include giving her time to feel safe and time to think about engaging with police, along with allowing for bail conditions to be put in place that would safeguard her further through the investigation and court process. Further, arrest sends a message to the offender that their actions will not be tolerated and instils confidence in the victim that they are being taken seriously (College of Policing, 2015). However, victims of DV can sometimes be reluctant to engage and do not want any action taken as they fear that this can cause repercussions from the offender (Heron, 2022). Further, they may feel that they love the offender and do not want them to be prosecuted (Robinson and Cook, 2006).

The female still appeared reluctant to engage. To further reinforcing that I was taking the matter seriously, I ensured she was aware of Evidence Led/Victimless Prosecutions. I explained that regardless of her position in supporting the investigation I would build a case around the evidence presented and pass this information to the CPS to make a charging decision (College of Policing, 2015). Evidence based prosecutions allow for action to be taken against the offender without the victim’s support. This is prevalent in domestic violence cases as victims are often fearful of the repercussions of making complaints against their partners. This approach removes the “blame factor” with the decision to prosecute outside of their control (The Canadian Resource Centre For Victims of Crime, 2009). However, this method may alienate the victim and cause them to feel as though they would not report an incident in the future as they are likely to go against their wishes (Robinson and Cook, 2006).

Further, I explained to her the special measures that could be put in place in order to assist her in a prosecution. With the agreement of the courts, vulnerable and intimidated people are eligible for special measures such as attending court via a video link or having a screen blocking the offender’s view. These measures assist in elevating anxiety and distress for victims giving evidence at court achieving best evidence (The Crown and Prosecution Service, 2021). 

I explained that further independent support was available and signposted her to charities Live fear free and Victim Support services. These are independent from the police which may encourage victims who have lost confidence in the police to contact them. They provide advice and support and can help advise the victim of the types of responses they can receive from police and partner agencies (Welsh Government, 2023).

With the victim’s consent, a referral is made to Victim Support who contact the victim giving the support directly to them (Victim Support, 2023). Charities assist in empowering victims to report incidents and assist in ongoing support (Women’s Aid, 2022). Therefore, it is crucial to make the victims aware of the support that is available to them (Live Fear Free, 2023)

As a result, I gained the victims trust and support. I obtained a statement outlining her the circumstances and her willingness to attend court and support a prosecution against the male. To ensure I had sufficient evidence to proceed, I implemented the golden hour principles. This includes taking early action in securing significant material that would otherwise be lost (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2023). These enquiries included utilising my body worn video, obtaining photographs of the victims’ injuries and conducting house to house and CCTV enquiries (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2019)

To further safeguard the female, I completed a Domestic Abuse, Stalking, Harassment assessment with her and gained her consent for a Public Protection Notice to be submitted. The PPN can be used two-fold, as a risk assessment tool and for referrals to be made to partner agencies. The DASH questions obtained at scene allow risk assessors to review the incident and enable appropriate safeguard measures to be implemented. A referral is also made to partner agencies who also use the DASH model, such as social services and housing, making them aware of the situation ensuring that a holistic and consistent response can be sort (Grant, 2019).

From completing the DASH questions, I confirmed that the female was a repeat victim of domestic assaults from the same male. A repeat victim is someone who has been victim to the same or similar crime on more than two occasions in the past 12 months. Repeat victims are often entitled to an enhanced service in line with the victims’ code of practice. This may include regular updates and being updated within 24hrs of any significant events within the investigation. Surrey Police (2022) suggest keeping the female up to date with the investigation and explaining each step of the process, trust and confidence is gained alleviating the likelihood of her withdrawing support. 

The information that has been obtained in the PPN and risk assessed can be discussed in a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Co-ordination meeting (MARAC). This meeting is attended by the police and its partner agencies to information share. During the meeting the agencies discuss how they can work together to increase the safety of the victim, exploring a range of options and taking a holistic approach (Devon County Council, 2023). 

Following a risk assessment being conducted, high risk domestic violence victims are offered an Independent Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA). An IDVA is a specialist professional person who can devote time to establishing a trusting relationship with domestic abuse victims and provide personalised support. This support may include voicing the concerns of the victim to the relevant agencies in meetings such as MARAC and helping the victim through the criminal justice proceedings (Safe Lives, 2017).

I conducted arrest enquiries for the male and arrested him. 

Consideration was made for the use of a Domestic Violence Protection order (DVPN). A DVPN can be used to implement immediate conditions upon the offender where there is insufficient evidence to charge the offender. This immediately safeguards the victim allowing them breathing space. The DVPN can implement conditions such as preventing the offender contacting the victim. This DVPN must be put in front of the court for within 48hours of it being made and consideration be made for it to be upgraded to a DVPO which can last up to 28 days (GOV.uk, 2016).

However, the offender admitted to assaulting the female meeting the full code test resulting in the indecent being referred to the CPS for charging advice (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022).

A number of options can be considered in relation to dealing with the offender and preventing reoffending. Firstly, out of court disposals such as Restorative Justice and Cautions. There is an argument that suggests that Restorative Justice allows for the DV victim to get their point across to the offender in a controlled mediation environment. However, RJ is not recommended in domestic violence cases. RJ was designed to repair the harm caused by a single offence. Domestic violence is rarely a single isolated incident but is a series of incidents culminating in the offence (Brookes, 2019). In addition, following the police contact, there are no measures in place to prevent reoffending (Restorative Justice Council, 2016).

In order for measures to be put in place to prevent reoffending and repeat victimisation, charging the offender with the offence and sending them to court for sentencing can be considered. In doing so, bail conditions can be implemented. These conditions are set be proportionate in allowing the offender certain freedoms while safeguarding the victim. Conditions such as not contacting the victim, not attending a certain place, or residing at a specific address may be imposed upon the offender or if circumstances allow, the offender may be remanded in custody until their court date (GOV.uk, 2023). 

Once at court, the offender may be prosecuted and a penalty in stowed upon them such as incarceration and fines. However, this subsequently does not offer ongoing safeguarding to the victim. To continue the safeguarding, orders can be applied for to prevent revictimization. The orders may include restraining orders (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). 

Further, to break the habit of repeat offending, offender behaviour and intervention programs can be considered. These offender programmes are designed to alter the mid set of offenders by providing them with additional skills aimed at preventing repat offending (GOV.uk, 2018).

In summary, it is important to identify early when dealing with a vulnerable person to provide the correct and tailored response, offering a range of tools in order to reduce harm. Establishing an initial rapport with the person and taking positive action and explaining the range of options available to them ensures the person feels they are being taken seriously. Where the person is a repeat victim, it is essential to explore a wide range of options such as measures that can be put in place immediately to safeguard the victim, i.e. DVPNs and long term such as bail conditions and restraining orders. It is imperative to incorporate partner agencies to provide a holistic response, focusing on the needs of the victim. 

During this incident, I wanted to create a good rapport with the victim. As the female was very dismissive when I first attended, I wanted to show her that police officers attend for her safety. I learnt that speaking to the vulnerable victim and explaining the process, helps members of the public understand the procedure that police officers have to do in order to get in touch with other partners, so they have other parties to contact such as PPNs and Victim Focus. In future, I will continue using my communication skills with victims to ensure that each victim has the best quality of professionalism during their time of need.

(2198 words)

























Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 






























Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:






















Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

I attended a report of a road traffic collision where a car had collided with a traffic island. On arrival, the vehicle had collided with the island and continued for around 10 meters. The vehicle had significant front end offside damage causing the wheel to buckle. The vehicle had also collided with a parked car causing damage. As a result, I established that this incident was a reportable road traffic collision as a mechanically propelled vehicle that was on a road had been involved in a collision where damage had been caused to vehicles other than the vehicle that had caused the crash (Metropolitan Police, 2023).

At the scene, it was my role to prevent loss of life and injury, provide effective traffic management and in serious collisions that may be life threatening, to investigate the cause and to establish preventative measures for the collision reoccurring (College of Policing, 2013).

On speaking with the driver, who appeared to be an Asian male in his early 20s, he advised me that the traffic island was already damaged and that a block was jutting out. He stated that he had collided with this block. He stated that there was poor lighting and he had not seen the block. I noted that the streetlight above the island had not illuminated whereas the others on the street had.

I began to consider what may have caused the collision. I considered that the road conditions may have been a factor. According to Yurday (2022) the most common cause of a collision is the driver failing to look properly. I considered that this factor may be coupled with the street lighting and wet road conditions. Further, I considered 3 of the factors known as the “Fatal Four”. These are offences targeted by police to reduce road deaths. These include Speeding, Drink and drug driving, driving while distracted, non-seatbelt wearing (Brake, 2023).

Driving at excess speed is merely driving over the speed limit. However, excess speed could include driving too quickly for the road conditions (Driving Test Tips, 2023). A vehicle traveling faster means the driver has less time to react to hazards, increasing the likelihood of a collision. The faster a vehicle is traveling the more force there is in a crash which in turn heightens the likelihood of injury (Brake, 2023).

Driving a vehicle at excess speed can be considered as dangerous driving. Driving in a dangerous manner may include unsafe manoeuvres such as overtaking or tailgating (The AA, 2023).

Further, driving a vehicle while under the influence of drink or drugs makes it six times more likely for a driver to be involved in a collision (Brake, 2023). This is due to the fact that drink and drugs adversely affect a person’s ability to react to stimuli. In terms of operating a vehicle, the drivers awareness levels drop and are unable to have proper control over the vehicle (Police.uk, 2023). 

Likewise, distracted driving can be a significant cause to road traffic collisions. A person can be distracted by operating a mobile phone, texting or eating while driving. The AA (2023) state that a person is two times as likely to be involved in a collision while using their phone than drink driving.
Witnesses at the scene advised that the vehicle had been traveling quickly swerving in the road and looked to have been looking to overtake prior to the collision. These accounts described the manner of driving to be consistent with the Fatal 4 (Broughton School of Motoring, 2019).

While my colleague dealt with the traffic management I continued to speak with the driver. He provided me with his details, but I did not believe that his date of birth was correct as he looked significantly younger than the date provided. This rose my suspicions that he was hiding something that was a cause to the crash. I considered factors such as driving without a licence or insurance, disqualified driving, or theft of motor vehicle offences. 

Firstly, I considered that the driver may not have a licence or be disqualified from driving. To drive a vehicle on the road, persons are required to pass driving tests so that they are capable and efficient at operating the vehicle in a safe manner in accordance with the law and highway code. Failure to pass the test and operating a vehicle may result in poor use of the vehicle. In turn, this heightens the likelihood that a Road Traffic Collision may occur. Not understanding the rules of the road may result in inconsiderate or reckless driving which is a common cause of collisions (The AA, 2023). 

I conducted checks upon the vehicle and established that the registered keeper and insured driver matched the details that had been provided to me by the male. I was able to contact the registered keeper by phone and established that he was in fact the father of the male at scene. I was advised by the father of the correct details of the male at scene. I established that the male was a non-licence holder, had no insurance to drive the vehicle and had taken the car without his father’s consent. As a result of this information, I arrested the male for the above offences. 

As the male had committed a moving road traffic offence and had been in a collision, I conducted the roadside breath test procedure and took a specimen of his breath. This result showed he had consumed alcohol but was below the legal limit. The legal limit to drive a vehicle on a road is 35 micrograms of alcohol per 100mililiters of breath. The male blew 20 micrograms which is below the legal limit meaning he would be able to drive (GOV.uk, 2023). However, any level of alcohol consumption can negatively affect your ability to drive (GOV.UK, 2023). The male was conveyed to custody by other officers while I remained at scene to recover the vehicle. 

While waiting at the scene, I continued to manage traffic with the blue lights illuminated upon my police vehicle to make drivers aware of my presence. A vehicle approached and appeared not to be slowing despite my signals. This vehicle then collided with the same traffic island, flipping over onto its side. On checking upon the occupants, they appeared to be elderly and were dangling from their seats held in place by their seat belts. They were complaining of pain and were trapped. As a result, the Fire and Ambulance Service along with other Police resources, such as the Roads Policing Team, attended extracting them from the vehicle and conveying them to hospital.

If the couple had not been wearing their seat belts it is likely that the injuries, they had sustained would have increased. It is law that seatbelts must be worn while traveling in a vehicle if seat belts are available other than in very limited circumstances (GOV.uk, 2023). This is the case as the use of seat belts reduces the risk of death in a collision by 50% (PACTS, 2022).

I had a brief conversation with the elderly male driver who advised me that he had panicked when he saw the blue lights and swerved without seeing the island.  

Coupled with factors previously mentioned, a further factor that may have contributed to the collision is the driver’s age. As persons grow older their health begins to decline leading to a decline in eyesight and reaction times (RoSPA, 2023). 

Following the incident, I contacted the local councillor and highways agencies making them aware of the damage to the traffic island and the poor lighting in the area in an attempt to prevent a collision occurring in the future.  

The need for the traffic island was discussed. The island was being utilised as a traffic calming measures. Traffic calming measures are put in place as a tool to control the way in which drivers operate their vehicles (Crown, 2007). Its main benefit is to increase road safety and improve travel conditions. The traffic island was in place to narrow the carriageway to encourage drivers to decrease their speed in the area (Penny, 2021). Narrowing’s of the road should be obvious in all driving conditions and should be adequately lit (Crown, 2007).

Well-lit roads reduce the number of fatal accidents by 60% (DEFA, 2023). This is due to lighting improving the driver’s vision and in turn ability to detect hazards. However, it is recognised that lighting may also increase a driver’s confidence, adversely effecting road safety. Due to drivers feeling safer, they may drive at increased speeds through the area (Beyer and Ker, 2009).

To combat this, the speed limit was discussed. Drivers must not exceed a set speed limit. Limits are set to strengthen drivers’ perception of what is a safe speed to drive. The limit is a maximum figure and is not a safe speed for all road conditions (GOV.uk, 2023). The speed limit of the road in question was 40mph. Reducing the speed limit in the area would give drivers more time to react to the Traffic Island.

To encourage a lower speed limit, traffic calming measures like humps and bumps can be constructed. Speed bumps have a maximum height of 100mm which cause vehicles so slow to around 5mph to driver over them without causing damage (The AA, 2023).

Further to traffic calming measures, enforcement can be implemented. Speed cameras are a tool that assist in enforcing the speed limit with fines being issued to those exceeding it. A speed camera has been proven to reduce the likelihood of a collision within 500 meters of it by up to 39% (The AA, 2023). These cameras can be fixed at a location or be mobile in pre-planned locations. These mobile cameras are either fixed to a marked police vehicle or can be handheld by officers (The AA, 2023).

Implementing better street lighting, lower speed limits and enforcement of the limits are plausible solutions to reduce the likelihood of a further collision occurring in the same area. 

Further to targeting the location itself, Police Officers are responsible for enforcing the rules of the road and ensuring their safe use in general across the whole road network. Proactive policing can assist in detecting drivers committing the Fatal Four offences and identify those who should not be on the roads. This may include driving in a dangerous manner, being disqualified from driving or not holding a licence thus reducing the likelihood of collisions occurring. A Break and Direct Line survey found that 83% of people believe that a visible police presence deters people from breaking road traffic laws (Brake, 2023).

To verify that vehicles are being used legally, officers conducting traffic stops can request proof of licence and insurance from drivers who are required to do so in accordance with the Section 163 Road Traffic Act 1998 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023).

While conducting such stops, officers can identify whether further offences are being committed, i.e. drink or drug driving. If officers identify a moving traffic offence or suspect that the driver may be under the influence, then a sample of breath or saliva can be obtained to check that the driver is fit to operate the vehicle by using Section 6A of The Road Traffic Act 1998 (Drink Driving.org, 2023).

Technology can assist officers in identifying drivers who do not have valid insurance and can provide officers with information and intelligence that can assist in the proactive vehicle stops. For example, ANPR cameras read thousands of number plates of vehicles using the road networks. Vehicles using the roads illegally can then be targeted (Police.uk, 2023). Further, technology can also be used to identify drivers operating their vehicles in a dangerous manner. For example, South Wales Police have launched operation Snap. Operation snap encourages drivers who capture dangerous driving on their dash cams to send the footage in to the police for it to be reviewed and for positive action to be taken against offending drivers. This operation keeps drivers honest and always using the road networks carefully not just when there are officers present or calming measures in place (Go Safe, 2023).

In conclusion, I identified that the cause of the collision was due to poor lighting in the area coupled with the drivers failing to look properly be that from being distracted or driving in a dangerous manner at excess speed, reducing their ability to react quickly to hazards. Improving lighting and implementing further traffic calming measures such as road humps and speed cameras to encourage drivers to drive slower through the area would decrease the likelihood of a further collision. Further, I identified that proactively policing the roads, ensuring that drivers are using them in a safe and legal manner can reduce the likelihood of collisions occurring. 

During this incident I learnt that effective traffic management is vital. In future, while dealing with a road traffic collision, I will ensure that while conducting traffic management that it is safe for all cars to pass through the area causing as little disruption to the road network as possible. However, if it is not safe, I will consider closing the road completely until it is deemed safe. 


(2194 words)



























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 




















Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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